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Abstract 

 

Social conflicts which have their source in environmental  issues have already become  a common 

phenomenon, due to social movements that gained momentum against transnational industrial 

megaprojects that affect a large number of stakeholders - individuals, companies, communities, lifestyles, 

and the ecosystem. Conceptualizations are forced to keep up with the space-commitment as a way of moving 

between de-territorialization and re-reteritorialization. 
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Introduction 

 

 According to Scott(1998) social conflicts which have their source in 

environmental issues  are rooted  in „the rationale of  wellfare state whose duty is to 

design political and administrative objectives in accordance to the various expectations 

of  its stakeholders  citizens, institutions and companies.. He defined highmodernism “a 

self confidence in the  linear progress due to science and technology, the expansion of 

production, the design of the social order, the growing satisfaction of the human needs 

and, not the least, the growing control over the nature(including human nature)”  

The innovation and the “creative destruction” as the very engines of global 

capitalism were described first by Schumpeters (1948), Harvey (1973, 1982) and others. 

Castell (1996:4)  highlighted the "process of industrial mutation that incessantly 

revolutionizes the economic structure from within, incessantly destroying the old one, 

incessantly creating a new one."  He asserted  that  the "spirit of informationalism" is the 

culture of "creative destruction" accelerated  to the speed of the optoelectronic circuits 

that process its signals. Culture means social construction of (sense) of reality. 

Accordingly, the social construction of the technology  as  a vector of cultural and societal 

change  was  just the cultural background of informationalism. Nye approaches the 

"technological sublime" with a large perspective taking it as a very key for understanding 

the American nation's history. He argued, using examples such as natural sites, 

architectural forms, and technological achievements that ordinary people have valued 

intensely. But he also highlighted the politics of perception which actively influenced the 

public, continually appealing to“ emotional configurations that emerge from new social 

and technological conditions” anchoring and legitimizing the idea that “each new 

configuration to some extent undermines and displaces the older ones” (Nye, 1996).  

When we analyse the make-sense process related to the binom technology & 

progress, two aspects are to be taken into account.  First, it is need to identify  institutional 

and organizational, protocols and constraints, the tactics of lobby deployed by 

transnational developers to gain political or local support, as well as their rhetoric of 

progress surrounding these operations.  The strategic communication is part of the 

management, leadership, costs and performance in relation to stated goals.  Secondly, the IJ
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stake to manage conflicts and blockages, or to gain trust and public support depends on 

the capacity of staffs to provide a congruent message to the rationale of the welfare state, 

that become part of the package assessing the " ability to manage the emotional dynamics 

that run through society”(1999:4). Communication is mentioned among the technological 

and organizational levels allowing the implementation of transnational megaprojects. A 

critical issue of the long lasting implementation is to develop  top-down communication 

strategies to anchor(center) a favorable perspective and to gain public consensus. For this 

reason the staffs target the cultural pattern of pluralist democracies while the lobby tactics 

tend to transverse the power circuits –usually divided/separated by the political affiliation 

to different parties and doctrines-  to gain both political and media support. 

 

Highmodern projects, conflict and identity   

 

According to Boholm and Loefstedt 1, the contestation of local environments that 

often accompanies facility sitting  concerns the roles and meanings of land  and land use 

within the settings of a high modernist planning (Boholm, Loefstedt, 2004: Xii). They 

divide facilitiy sitting  into two main categories. Those that run fairly smoothly  and  are 

based on cooperation and dialogue between companies and stakeholders, and 

controversial casesthat are characterized by the interplay between a range of actors with 

diverging perspectives: technical experts, representatives of  governmental authorities, 

elected political representatives, lawers, academics from diverse disciplines, 

representatives of interest based organizations, members of the local public including 

those directly affected by the implementation.(p.Xiii). In  Facility Siting:Risk, Power and 

Identity in Land Planning, Boholm și Löfstedt Boholm  grouped a large number of studies 

on Environmental stigma that occurs when an area is seriously affected by pollution, toxic 

contamination or an imminent risk of contamination and pollution due to a building in the 

area2. Communities affected by environmental stigma, whether derived from toxic 

contamination or from the risc stemming from a facility sitted in the neighbourhood, tend 

to become marginalized by, and distrutful of, the Government. 

According to Goffman, deprecated images of the self have negative implications 

on group behaviour. The stygma could be the effect of permanent negative labeling and 

in certain conditions a „spoiled identity”develops as space stygma. A negative label which 

actually is inconsistent with the model of  „normality” by which a social group or society 

as a whole,  make sense of reality, could be adopted by its members  as an excuse in case 

of failure and crisis. During advertising and media  campaigns a schismogenetic factor is 

either triggered or is dramatically put in evidence by messages emphasising the collapse 

of the local communities that point to the initiation of developing the rhetorics of salvation 

around the symbolic figure of the investor. In “Culture Contact and 

Schismogenesis”(1935),  Bateson, coined the term „schismogenesis” to explain make-

sense processes „out of function” questioning „how contradictions could in fact be part 

of communication systems” and proposed two types of schismogenesis for processes 

wider than individuals and  microgroups: the symmetric behaviour (in case of political 

rivalry, competitors are more oriented to align their own political behaviour to each one’s 

moves instead of  being more sensitive and to adapt their own behaviour to market trends)  

and the complementary schismogenesis (when a a certain behaviour is developed or 

strengthened in spite of its lack of efficiency or even the dangerous feature was yet  

                                                           
1 Assistant head of the Centre for Environment and Sustainability (GMV), Chalmers University of 

Technology and Göteborg University 
2Ǻsa Boholm, Ragnar Löfstedt, Facility siting: Risk, Power and Identity in Land Use Planning, Ed. Earthscan, USA, 

2004 
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proved). He explained both "out of function tipicalization"   in terms of a  double bind 

structuration  in contradictory systems of communication evolving  to social pathology 

and  permanent conflict. Thus from the part of the communicator to become aware of the 

cultural risk is to reflect on  codes(categories) chosen to organize the content and under 

which messages are largely disseminated during long-term campaigns as structured 

meaning, attitudes and behaviour.   

Taking into account that in formal functionalist logic, from Kant to Russell, 

categories are  neat and clearly delimitated, Bateson- the author, among others, of the 

influential text Steps to an Ecology of Mind- has claimed that  ‘double binds’ are based 

on (logical) paradox, but double binds are real. 

He argued that „there are many cases in which confusion about categories and 

members of categories is not an exception” and he concluded that our mental life simply 

cannot be comprehended with formal logic. In Schismogenesis and schismogenetic 

processes: Gregory Bateson reconsidered- with a special view to the political dimensions 

of schismogenesis Thomassen’s attempt to reach a better  understanding of the current 

socio- political processes looking for more appropriate conceptual and methodological 

tools in Bateson’s work. Accordingly, a schismogenetic system ‘functions’ and  is 

‘structured’, but it is not functional, and it is out of balance,  because the life of our mind  

is actually connected  to the larger mind of nature and society and things may go wrong 

at all levels (Bateson cited inThomassen,2010:3-4).) As mentioned above, Goffman drew 

attention  to the  risk that  a negative image  may be adopted by members as an  excuse  

in case of failure even  it is  actually inconsistent with the model of  „normality” by which 

a social group  makes sense of reality. In order to understand  how normality is both 

affected and  makes sense of group behaviour, Bateson  examined the work of some 

thinkers who tried to develop  a ‘meta-theory’ of cognition, consciousness, or 

epistemology, philosophy of history or“symbol theory” – and they struggled with this, 

immense as such a task  is, as they struggled with the question, indirectly at least, of what 

makes up a pathology or “deformation” within a “healthy” type of consciousness, 

epistemology or symbolization (Thomassen, 2010).  

 

The turn in the epistemology of symbolization 

 

As regards clarity, mention should be made of Uexhull’s approach  to 

communication patterns in nature. Uexkull, a biologist, coined  the concept of the 

environment (umwelt) and  created a bi-dimensional model  in terms of  effect world / 

sense world . A second  distiction  between  effect net  and sense net,  led him to a (first) 

biocybernetic model, claiming for  life sciences  not  to  remain blind to  significance 

(Uexkull,  )".  According to Giorgio Agambed: 

 

The biosemiotic turn  in Jakob von Uexküll's analysis occurs in his discussion of 

the animals' relationship with their environment. The umwelt is for them an 

environment-world which is "constituted by a more or less broad  series of 

elements [called] "carriers of significance" or "marks" which are the only things 

that interest each of them.(Agambed,The Open;Man and Animal,(Ch.10-Umwelt) 

 

Sebeok extended the biosemiotic approach  to a „global semiotics”, as a logos of bios, 

which encompasses diverse levels from cells -as basic units of  webs of life -  to more 

complex units (such as species or the human society) as well as to more or less complex  

languages allowing at a certain level the logical and abstract thinking, with the purpose  

to include the artificial intelligence, and treating all these diverse regional semiotics 
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whithin the bios (Sebeok 2002:51-52).Sebeok pointed to another aspect of major 

importance for our own attempt to reconsider categories and taxonomies underlying the 

public discourse, due to both the technological development and a more extensive 

definition of codification in terms of „neurobiological transmutation from a type of 

energy to another type of energy” (p.52), thus unifying the role of codes and of 

codification procedures in diverse fields: life science, social science, linguistics, others. 

A most comprehensive pespective can clarify biases and gaps with a view to facilitating 

new understandings of environmental conflicts linking the methodological creation to the 

change of paradigms and the change of cultural pattern to the decreasing effects of 

communication tactics and operations  that  a semioethics can question and criticize taking 

into consideration legal implications like spatial justice or the law enforcement. 

  

The change of  the social pattern 

 

 The new technologies and their millions of users interact creating  participative 

environments which multiply  microflows of information and knowledge. Defined in 

terms of ”affectation”, „microperception” or  „micropolitics” of the internet (Massumi, 

2010) the Internet transforms political relations  and  „shifts our perceptions along with 

the ground beneath our feet”(Holmes, 2010).  

The technologically based micropolitics is  a distinct  social  pattern  compared  

to the classical  models of political behavior which has developed new  forms of political 

agency .  

Moreover, it tends to  produce a bias between the political (centered) 

mediatization and the decentered modes of speaking and acting  through social 

networking. 

Linking the issue of liability of the judiciary system in the context of 

environmental conflicts, Schlosberg believes that individual organisms and natural 

systems bear a fair share of essential goods and a belonging to a larger community, 

because its members are able to develop and to participate at political decisions. He also 

points out that the recognition of  individuals integrity by systems represents a major 

aspect of justice (Schlosberg:3).  

Schlosberg asserts that justice does not refer only to an equal distribution of goods 

but also to the equal treatment of other people, involving the recognition of their 

belonging to systems and the belonging to a much wider moral and political community, 

either for receiving support either to improve life and lifestyles as well as to participate 

in the decision making process that concerns him. He also adds that the environmental 

issues surpassed the domestic sphere and bigan to mingle with  politics, being a bridge 

between nature and society. In this case the question is no more only the issue of the 

protection of natural systems, but also the ecological health of human communities the 

poor population being disadvantaged from the start. Therefore, space as environment can 

be approached as a system of intricate maps, biosemiotics being part of a "global 

semiotics"(Sebeok, 2001).Global semiotics allows us to operate with diverse definitions 

of space as well as environments more or less influenced by human action. This holistic 

approach  draws attention to  ecosystems as textures/webs of various marks and why, and 

how the destruction of some, entails cascade effects of the destruction of the whole.  

Ecological movements took the responsability to protect, and repair  carriers of 

significance  which imprint any living environment, the task of associations and activists 

being not only to monitor destructions across the world, but to fully challenge  

                                                           
3David Schlosberg, Defining Environmental Justice, New York, Oxford University Press, 2007 
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responsibility -at any level of complexity - and mobilise the energy of (social) networks 

in order to achieve this mission. According to Petrilli: 

 

Semiotics has the merit of demonstrating that whatever is human, indeed, from a 

global semiotic perspective, whatever is alive involves signs. This is as far as 

cognitive semiotics and global semiotics reach. But semioethics can push this 

awareness even further by relating semiosis to values and focusing on the question 

of responsibility, inescapable responsibility investing human beings as “semiotic 

animals,” or, if you please, “semioethical animals”, which implies the human 

capacity to take responsibility for all of life over the planet. 

 

The new technologies and  their millions of users work as a sensitive medium 

which multiply interactions, information and knowledge and transform  the  political 

relations  as well as „shift our perceptions along with the ground beneath our 

feet”(Holmes, 2010). This energy is at least in part due to the creative modes in which the 

“digital natives” use Internet ready to influence the high-tech profile. In a conversation 

with the philosopher Brian Massumi, Nashri Himada (2010) develops  the issue of the 

micropolitics of the Internet: 

The term micropolitics related to microperception and the aesthetics of the 

Internet tends to blur the distance between the mediatization of politics and the decentered 

modes of speaking and action. The new technology act as a lever for the microperception 

and micropolitics of the Internet, forging a new political pattern that includes the space 

use and the protection of the environment. It offers alternatives to traditional models not 

only through spatialized knowledge but also regarding power relations (micro, meso and 

macro-political level), and a new political pattern which includes space and spatial forms 

of commitment. 

In this way, conceptualizations are forced to keep up with the space-commitment 

as a way of moving between de-territorialization and re-reteritorialization- in online social 

networks compared to systems and institutions which constitute power relations, ie a 

seemingly uncontrollable growth of the capital, while fluid  forms resulting from 

redeployments of intellectual and cultural capital are multiplied by these global networks 

based on the new technologies. 
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