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ORTHODOXY BETWEEN THE DREAM OF CONSTANTINE THE 
GREAT AND CONSTANTIN BRÂNCOVEANU'S SACRIFICE 
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Abstract: This paper intends to present events in the lives of both Constantine the 
Great and Constantin Brancoveanu, whose reigns, although at different times and in 
different areas, had several common features - the spread of Christianity and orthodox 
faith in southeastern Europe and the current Romanian territories, the faith in Jesus as the 
son of God and in God, faith which opened the heavens to the true Kingdom to both of 
them. The two personalities are also some remarkable examples of heroism and dignity 
managing to become models both in the history of religions and, respectively, in the history 
of the Romanian people. The authors of this article do not pretend to make an essential 
contribution to the significance of the two personalities, namely Constantine the Great and 
Constantin Brancoveanu. Our approach consists of the data we can transmit to our 
theological students who study a foreign language, so that they can transmit, in turn, in 
English and French, the huge contribution made by the two great leaders to the spread of 
Orthodoxy in Europe and also in the Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic area.  
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The life of each Christian can be compared to a spiritual journey to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, since this is the main purpose of our existence on earth, as St Paul the 
Apostle teaches us by saying: “For here have we no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come” (Hebrews 13:14). Gradual spiritual growth in attaining the Christian 
virtues, feeding of the soul with the spiritual meaning of the words of the Holy 
Scriptures, partaking of the Holy Sacraments and performing good deeds are works 
through which our soul advances always in the communion of love towards God 
and fellow human beings. In this regard, the saints like Constantine the Great and 
Constantin Brâncoveanu are a perfect example of spiritual growth and of pursuit of 
the Kingdom of God, since they were counted worthy to follow Christ in every 
deed of their life, devoting to Him their whole existence, steadfastly keeping the 
true faith and fostering the right way of Christian living. That is why these saints 
are teachers and intercessors for us on our path to salvation, to sanctification of life 
and to achieving the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The link between religion and history is actually the spirit of a people 
"denying the revelation. Lucian Blaga thought he could appoint religion not as a 

                                                           
1 Ovidius University of Constanta. 
2 Ovidius University of Constanta. 
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generator of culture, but as an element of culture, itself determined by stylistic 
matrix."3 

The conclusion of the literary historian is that religion was accepted in 
Europe as precepts and concepts through a book that came as an external datum 
independent of the peoples’ will. 

In the fourth century the question of the age at which it would be better 
that baptism should be conducted was discussed and it was claimed that the best 
age was thirty years. The spiritual food is as necessary as bodily food and that is 
why it was decided that the sacrament of baptism by giving a name should be taken 
at an early age. In Christian baptism, death and resurrection are celebrated by 
immersing in holy water three times. Thus Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection are 
reiterated. Later, infant baptism, immediately after one’s birth, was chosen as 
baptism and was related to the newborn’s name as well as to one’s denial of Satan 
as the priest pronounces while performing the ceremony. 

Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in 
the Spirit (vitae spiritualis ianua), and the door which gives access to the other 
sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we 
become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in 
her mission. 

Having been tormented for a long time by the wounds covering his body 
and by the almost unbearable pain that manifested hauntingly, Constantine the 
Great was possessed in the beginning by a quack to sacrifice all young children in 
the kingdom and to bathe in their righteous blood. 

Frightened by this supreme sacrifice of so many innocent lives, 
Constantine had a strange dream though signifying a good omen. The two apostles 
Peter and Paul appeared in his dream and came to advise and guide him on the path 
of salvation and healing. It was Bishop Sylvester’s voice that gave him the advice. 

 
Bishop Sylvester: First you ought to fast then you may obtain the salvation 
of the Lord through prayer, penance and tears, pondering with the 
crushing of the spirit over the sins that you have committed in your life. 
Constantinus: But that’s what I do, day and night, I pray and confess 
everything I did before the Lord. 
Bishop Sylvester: yes, but you must renounce royal purple for six days and, 
shutting yourself in a storeroom of the palace, put on the sackcloth and 
ashes, repenting, as I explained to you. 
Then command that the Christians who lie in prison as those who have 
been unrighteously tormented for a long time, should be set free. Then give 
alms to the poor as much as you can from your fortune. 
Constantinus: Promise that you’ll do it! 
Bishop Sylvester: And please, God, our Lord, help Constantinus, your 
servant, to be called and receive holy baptism.4 

                                                           
3 Dan Zamfirescu, Istorie şi Cultură. Ed. Roza Vânturilor, Bucureşti, 2003, vol. 2, p. 245. 
4 Cristina Tamaş, Scene din Viaţa lui Constantin cel Mare. Teatru. vol. III, 2007, ed. Ex 
Ponto, p. 17 
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Indeed the prayers from the Sacrament of Baptism are giving blessing, 
salvation and hope and also prophetic destinies for those who are going to become 
good Christians, lovers of Christ. Thus, Baptism means birth again, illumination, 
the beginning of the existence into God. 

While Constantine convinces others to be baptized, giving them instead 
one silver coin, the teachings of St. John Chrysostom came in his mind. 

"Let it be known that he who gives alms of honest fortune and lives by 
pleasing God and does only good deeds, is great in the kingdom of heaven. And, he 
who does not want to endure the torments, needs and oppressions of life, little is 
before God”.5 

The benefactor role of water which sanctifies by cleaning the body is 
stressed both in the historical and religious sources. The Orthodox Church 
considers water as a medium through which the Holy Spirit works on the whole 
being of man. Therefore, in the Orthodox faith, water baptism is not separated from 
the baptism of the Spirit and thus in prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to clean the 
water of the work of demonic powers. 

The sacrament of Baptism is the first and shortest one that, in fact, opens 
the church door. 

The akathist of Saints Constantine and his mother Helena starts with the 
help and support given by God through the heavenly sign that brought victory to 
the army of the king. 

 
The Maker of the sun and all creation was led once to the Cross. And now 
to himself He leads you, the shining star, by stars from heaven. And to you 
first He bestowed imperial power. Therefore, O most pious emperor 
Constantine, we extol you and your mother Helen the godly‐minded....6 
 
And also with the relentless gratitude of the Emperor who endeavored to 

spread Christianity. 
 "You have turned the old people of ideas and pagans into People of God, 

through divine Spirit, enlightening them with baptism bath”.7 
"Jesus answered and said: Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again 

for the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water flowing 
into eternal life." (John 4,13). 

Constantine was inspired, according to the Gospel of Matthew, to pray in 
secret, in a place known only by him for heavenly father will hear his prayer and 
will reward him. And during the 40 days when he drank only water and ate only 
bread, he should not be sorrowful, and should not show people that he was fasting 
but to his father that will reward him. And no matter how dark will be his body 

                                                           
5 Proloagele. tipărite prin străduinţa şi osteneala, cu un studiu introductiv şi binecuvântarea 
Înalt Presfinţitului Dr. Nestor Vornicescu Mitropolitul Olteniei, p. 257. 
6 Acatsiter. tipărit cu binecuvântarea Preafericitului Părinte Teoctist, Ed. Institutului Biblic 
şi de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, Bucureşti, 2006, p. 581. 
7 Ibidem, p. 588. 
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after this period of fasting and prayer, it will be illuminated internally and will then 
light out. Only the prophet said about Jesus:  

 
“He took our infirmities and bore our diseases”.8 
“The time is arrived which I have long hoped for, with an earnest desire 
and prayer that I might obtain the salvation of God. The hour is come in 
which I too may have the blessing of that seal which confers immortality. I 
had thought to do this in the waters of the river Jordan, wherein our 
Saviour, for our example, is recorded to have been baptized: but God, who 
knows what is expedient for us, is pleased that I should receive this 
blessing here. Be it so, then, without delay: for should it be his will who is 
Lord of life and death, that my existence here should be prolonged, and 
should I be destined henceforth to associate with the people of God, and 
unite with them in prayer as a member of his Church, I will prescribe to 
myself from this time such a course of life as befits his service. After he 
had thus spoken, the prelates performed the sacred ceremonies in the usual 
manner, and, having given him the necessary instructions, made him a 
partaker of the mystic ordinance. Thus was Constantine the first of all 
sovereigns who was regenerated and perfected in a church dedicated to the 
martyrs of Christ; thus gifted with the Divine seal of baptism, he rejoiced 
in spirit, was renewed, and filled with heavenly light his soul was 
gladdened by reason of the fervency of his faith, and astonished at the 
manifestation of the power of God. At the conclusion of the ceremony he 
arrayed himself in shining imperial vestments, brilliant as the light, and 
reclined on a couch of the purest white, refusing to clothe himself with the 
purple any more.”9  
 
Through the foundation of holy places of worship, the love of Church and 

nation, the rich donations offered to all Christians who were under Ottoman rule, as 
well as through the brancovenesque artistic style that was engrafted over the period 
of his time, Holy Ruler Prince Constantine Brâncoveanu followed entirely the 
example of the Holy Emperor Constantine the Great, who in the year 312 saw the 
sign of the Holy Cross in the sky, while the following year (313) gave religious 
freedom to Christians, greatly cherishing them afterwards, as well as the example 
of his mother – Saint Helen – who discovered in Jerusalem in the year 326 the 
Wood of the Holy Cross and founded numerous churches for the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and for the veneration of saints. Prince Constantine Brâncoveanu 
excelled in countless Christlike acts in order to strengthen the Christian Orthodox 
church in extremely difficult times for the country. The ruler of the Romanian 

                                                           
8 Biblia. Ed. Institutului Biblic şi de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, Bucureşti, 
1993, p.1105. 
9 Eusebius Pamphili, (260 - 340), Preparation for the Gospel, Proof of the Gospel, 
Ecclesiastical History, Life of Constantine, Oration to Constantine. Grand Rapids, Baker 
Book House, 1981, chapter 62. 
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Country (Ţara Românească) knew that only through God's power will be able to 
keep this country within its boundaries as it was permanently threatened by the 
Habsburg Empire, Czarist Russia and Poland. 

Contemporary documents show statistically that the ruler built 19 churches 
during his reign and also rebuilt or repaired dozens of others. 

Also, for printing and propagation of the Orthodox teaching, Constantin 
Brâncoveanu held five printing houses in Bucharest, Târgovişte, Snagov, Buzău 
and Râmnic where theology books were printed, these being books advocating for 
the defense of the orthodox teaching against Calvin and Catholic mission in 
Transylvania and other regions. 

The Prince knew the life of Transylvanian Romanians, especially the 
pressures to which they were subjected. Constantin Brâncoveanu founded several 
monasteries and churches in Sâmbăta, Făgăraş, and Ocna Sibiu in Transylvania 
too. But, besides these foundations, the Prince of the Romanian Country 
encouraged the residents of this area through letters for resistance and not to depart 
from faith. 

“Priests from Brasov and other old Schei dwellers, we pray God to 
strengthen you and protect you in the ancestral and pious law so that you may 
preserve and guard it clean and untouched.”10 

As a ruler of the Romanian Country, Constantin Brâncoveanu also 
supported the orthodoxy in the Southeast of Europe and in the Middle East, 
because in that period except Russian Orthodox Church who was free in its 
missionary activities, all other churches were in great financial difficulty. Therefore 
the Romanian ruler sent financial aid, but also books, religious works, works of art, 
embroideries at Constantinople and Jerusalem, Antioch and Patriarchate of 
Alexandria, Georgia and at Mount Athos. At Snagov Monastery he printed a 
Missal in 1701 and a Book of Hours in1702 in Greek and Arabic for Antioch. 11 In 
Syria he sent an Arabic printing press that prints the first psalter in Arabic in 1706 
with the coat of arms of the Romanian Country and the initials of the Romanian 
ruler Constantin Brâncoveanu.12 Printing a book about saints and their deeds as 
well as the Bible was considered a crime in the era of high spiritual feeling being 
assimilated with the building of a church. That is because a holy book was also 
considered to be a work dedicated to God without which prayers were not possible. 
And any church that is the Lord's house was not completed until after it was 
endowed with the “Gospel” expressly designed for this church.13 In this way, 
Romanian language is gradually introduced in religious culture during services, 
thus replacing Slavonic. The book that profoundly affected the whole edifice of the 
                                                           
10 Emilian Lovişteanul, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archiepiscopate of Ramnic, Between the 
Joy of Life and the Gift of Immortality, Intre bucuria vietii si darul nemuririi. Sfinţii Martiri 
Brâncoveni. Ed. Sfântul Antim Ivireanul, Râmnicu Vâlcea, 2014, p.31.  
11 Ibidem. p. 32. 
12 Ibidem. 
13 Gherasim, The archbishop of Râmnic, Viaţa Sfantului martir Constantin – Vodă 
Brâncoveanu şi a celor împreună pătimitori cu dânsul.  Ed. Sfantul Antim Ivireanul, 
Râmnicu Vâlcea, 2014, p. 53 



36 IJ
C

C
SE

C
  S

pe
ci

al
 Is

su
e,

 2
01

5 
   

Romanian Orthodox Church is undoubtedly “The Bucharest Bible” of 1688 
remembered in history as “Şerban's Bible”, that even if it was printed in the last 
days of the life of Prince Şerban Cantacuzino who died in 1688, it was translated 
from Greek into Romanian and printed in Romanian in Constantin Brâncoveanu’s 
time. The Romanian Ruler felt that the Romanians could stay united as a people 
primarily through the unity of faith that would bring them together and not divide, 
which would make them understand that prayer can overcome evil and unfavorable 
periods of their lives. 
Through this belief and overall understanding of the Bible and of the sacraments 

of the Orthodox faith, but first through the sacrament of baptism, Constantin 
Brâncoveanu continues the tradition of Constantine the Great. 

Specialized literature recognizes that the printing of the Bible of Bucharest 
in Romanian is “both a monument of language but also a stupendous editorial act 
compared even with the modern printing technique”.14 

The printing of the second edition of the Bible of Şerban Cantacuzino 
meant not only a particular special moment during the reign of Constantin 
Brâncoveanu from the theological, religious and cultural point of view, but also 
from a political one in that it was one of the anti-Ottoman propaganda and 
resistance actions through culture and religion of the Romanians who were on the 
plight of independence from the Ottoman Empire. 

Constantin Brâncoveanu was and remains an open mind, a man of great 
wisdom and foresight that kept his lifelong belief in God.  

Christ’s Cross was a source of light and sacrificial love for Constantine the 
Great as well as for Saint Constantin Brâncoveanu, who, right from the beginning 
of his rule, in a rather prophetic way, predicted that he would have to suffer many 
tribulations and even death for Christ: “My service is to endure the needs and to 
suffer the hardships and even to shed my blood in the name of Christ and of God 
our Lord, for faith” (Letter to Czar Peter the Great of Russia). 
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