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Abstract 

Over the last decade the Roma minority has been represented as one of the most controversial issues within 

the Romanian public discourse. On the one hand, Roma people were the invariable subjects of cover-stories 

featuring negative stereotypes - theft, beggary, murder, rape - in the everyday production of news. On the 

other hand, aspects such as attractive portraits of gifted artists both in popular and elite culture, their 

magic capacities, the "wild" beauty of dance and music and the international celebrity of gypsy musicians 

made them legitimate performers of Romanian and (Old) European culture (with examples ranging from 

Grigoraş Dinicu to Maria Tănase, Ion Voicu, Gheorghe Zamfir, Johnny Răducanu, Ovidiu Lipan, Damian 

Drăghici, and many others). But the European integration process put emphasis on the ties of deprecated 

representations as radical otherness and the mechanisms of exclusion and discrimination of Roma people 

not only in Romanian press and society, but also in other European countries. It also contributed - on the 

basis of the EU acquis communautaire - to a more practical monitoring of the interdependence between 

social exclusion and absolute poverty. The programs, priorities and projects supported by the EC focused 

on the education of young Roma and the development of a young Roma middle class, aiming to increase 

their own capacities to redefine self-identity despite stereotypes, to put pressure on the authorities for 

support, and to develop and to fight discrimination and exclusion, especially given that Roma people are 

the most numerous European minority, comprising 14 million people. 

The present research aims to identify if and how the public intellectuals defining the Roma people in articles 

and editorials show signs of conforming to negative stereotypes or have a more comprehensive position, 

moving away from these older stereotypes. More precisely, this analysis intends to clarify to what extent 

society provides Roma communities with the opportunity to define themselves under the present social, 

political, economic and cultural circumstances. 

Keywords: Roma communities, Roma minority, identity, discrimination, ethnic group, media, 

communication, cliché, image, culture 

 

Introduction 

Due to its prestige and influence, the “Dilema veche” cultural magazine attempts to operate a 

change of paradigm regarding Roma communities. Actually, the publication tries to change the general 

opinion about Roma communities from a negative cliché into a new paradigm, which accepts differences 

as an expression of alterity. 

However, is a cultural magazine really able to avoid the trap of negative communication regarding 

Roma communities? Is this kind of publication able to escape the (negative) profiling, as a result of 
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historical exclusion, arguing with the weak progress in terms of education, cultural consumption, and 

standard of living? Have the national elites reduced the ghettoisation of social representation, keeping up 

the changes, responding to the claim of repositioning the Roma communities in a more balanced way, or 

reducing the influence of those mentalities still stuck in somehow unconscious expectations and 

intolerance? With this aim, my attempt was to identify this process of frame-building on the influential 

platform represented by “Dilema veche”, one of the most appreciated cultural magazines in the Romanian 

public sphere. 

In the framework provided by European minority rights, the media have played an ambivalent role, 

intermingling some of the (old) negative stereotypes with more objective frames of daily interactions in 

social sites - the street, the school, the job, the neighbourhood -, as well as warning the public about 

emerging groups and crime networks seriously affecting the safety of residents and tourists in European 

cities. However, the situation has evolved towards a more comprehensive mapping of the issues based on 

investigating and framing the routes of Roma migration  – especially of young Roma – across Europe. In 

these contexts some events have triggered press scandals, both in France and in Romania, as a consequence 

of evacuations by local authorities of numerous Roma families living in insalubrious ghettos on the outskirts 

of cities in France, Italy and other Western countries, culminating with the expulsion of Roma people 

established on the territory of France without legal documents. 

Old frames and new frames in collision 

Before Romania’s EU integration, the Romanian press did not aim for a reflection of their cultural 

and social values. On the contrary, they were tempted by sensational news and they cast ridicule on the 

representatives of a European ethnic group of about 14 million people. The concern to understand the 

mechanisms of social exclusion has not remained a priority in a tense political framework for the European 

Union, as the integration problem is more than ever marked by new crisis, as well as by prejudices and 

identity issues, cultural and social stereotypes, under the present circumstances: massive waves of refugees 

and migrants. 

Over the past decade, certain media speeches have been advocating the idea that the Roma should 

have the possibility to define their own identity and status. This cannot happen by itself, but requires 

important changes in both directions: another dynamic between the majority and the minority by 

implementing education policies, a better connection between research and social development, and last 

but not least, by involving decision makers and opinion influencers,  namely, the cultural press and public 

intellectuals, including journalists, in changing mentalities. 

Given the complex cultural context of the integration, similarities and differences may interfere 

and also collide. The media discourse about Roma communities follows the same pattern. The current study 

aims to identify this intermingling of old and new trends. On the one hand, there is the pressure of civil 

society for democratic pluralism, including certain journals that promoted more realistic identity 

benchmarks, more related to the process, on the other hand there is the influence of old stereotypes that 

journalists and public intellectuals have maintained as mentality frameworks.  

In Romania, there are publications whose pages created the premises of a speech where Roma 

identity is positively reconsidered and where a noticeable transfer, from a negative to a balanced 

representation, takes place in the area of public speech about them (for example, “DoR” magazine, “Revista 

22” magazine, “Dilema veche” cultural magazine). 

In this study I identified ways in which the politics of representation are formed in relation to  

concept creators, given that intellectuals are opinion leaders. I worked on a number of articles selected from 
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the “Dilema veche” magazine between June 2006 and January 2008. Why did I choose a cultural magazine, 

more precisely “Dilema veche”, and not an audio-visual “fragment”? It was because that kind of publication 

is built and defined through a critical and reflexive approach, including: a) positioning through values and 

concepts, b) argument structure upstream of public speech; an intellectual pattern; c) defining a structure 

which opinion experts send to disseminate downstream represented by societal semiosis. It is also important 

that the publication, due to its prestige, is a body of official recognition vs. criticism / unrecognition of 

public policies, so it can fulfil the role of gatekeeper, from its position of forum of ideas, and intellectual 

and moral values.  

Roma communities - social and educational status in Romania 

A third of the Roma minority in Romania have completed a secondary level of education, more 

precisely, only 33%. However, almost half of them have only graduated primary school. According to the 

data in the Romanian Government strategy about the inclusion of Romanian citizens of Roma origin, for 

the period 2011-2020, the majority of Roma live on the outskirts. We are talking of about 83% of them, 

while 77% live in compact communities. The lack of property documents for the houses and lands of the 

Roma communities leads to a similar lack for future generations, meaning that, in the  long term, we 

perpetuate social exclusion and limited access to social assistance services, medical assistance, education, 

and actually, to all citizens’ rights, as it is mentioned in a project entitled “Legal and equal in the labour 

market for Roma communities”, cited in the Romanian Government Strategy of inclusion of the Roma and 

citizens of Roma origin. 

According to the surveys conducted by the National Council for Fighting Discrimination (CNCD) 

and the ProDemocraţia organization, cited in the document issued by the Government and the National 

Agency for the Roma, prejudices against the Roma have diminished since the early 2000s. In spite of all 

these, the Roma continue to be discriminated in everyday life, and the phenomenon of discrimination 

features more noticeably in their relationship with public institutions and in the labour market, where the 

Roma are treated “worse” than other minorities.  

The fact that the Roma represent the main topic of some speeches can be also noticed at an 

international level. As it was mentioned in a report issued by Human Rights Watch (HRW), published in 

2011, the total observance of human rights faces different challenges in the EU: increasing intolerance (seen 

in measures against the Roma, Muslims and immigrants), abusive policies of fighting terrorism, limited 

access to asylum and unequal protection against discrimination. 

The media discourse about the Roma oscillates between the construction of a distorted image, 

stigmatization and dissemination of negative stereotypes, on one side, and tolerance, understanding and 

identity reconsideration, which is sometimes wrongly understood and incorrectly applied, on the other side. 

At present, the multitude of expressions, definitions and analyses referring to the Roma can be seen as an 

identity mosaic, permanently under construction. Otherwise, the historical, political, social, cultural and 

economic background of a country where democracy does not have a tradition contributes to a large extent 

to the permanent reconsideration of this mosaic, positioning Roma communities in different contexts as a 

national minority, either at the centre of the world or at the outskirts.   

More than that, there is no clear definition of national minority generally accepted in international 

legislation. As it is mentioned in the work “Balanţă interculturală. Coabitare şi climat. Armonie etnică în 

regiunea de sud-est a României” (Intercultural balance. Cohabitation and climate. Ethnic harmony in the 

south-east of Romania), “in the 47th session of the Committee for human rights of the UNO Economic and 

Social Council in 1991, as there was no agreement, the difficulty of this approach was recognized by the 
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participants. The explanatory report of the Framework for the protection of national minorities finds that 

«no definition of the notion of national minority is included in the Frame Convention. It was agreed to 

adopt a pragmatic approach, based on the recognition of the fact that, in this study, it is impossible to agree 

on a definition able to meet the general support of  all the member states of the European Council»” 

(Munteanu et al, 2010: 18).  

When speaking about the representatives of the Roma, we should take into consideration the fact 

that there are possible changes and distortions in the public speech, and, more than that, we should not 

forget that these operations are most frequently unconscious. The reason is that, at the level of collective 

mentality, a series of prejudices act to place the Roma in the area of the ridiculous and objectionable. It is 

interesting to mention that in post-communist Romania, and mainly after 2000, the public speech about the 

Roma as a minority actually represents an active project of self-construction.  

The concept of social order seems to be “restored” when speaking about the Roma. Meanwhile, 

media speeches are built, within frameworks where the main subject is represented by the Roma, around 

the idea of identity, alterity, discrimination and multiculturalism. More or less consciously, those who are 

the majority will contribute to designing an ethnic limitation of the Roma, a situation considered either 

unpleasant by them, or accepted with resignation and serenity. However, beyond the ethnic limitation, the 

Roma are mostly limited by their own culture and identity. This is due both to the stereotypically negative 

opinion of the majority, and the political, social and cultural deviation, whose main victims are at present 

the Roma. It is also to be mentioned that media culture also takes part in creating social connections, 

together with direct contacts between people. “Media culture helps create a model of the general view on 

the world and the main values: it defines what is considered to be good or bad, positive or negative, moral 

or immoral” (Kellner, 2001: 14). Thus, it is interesting to observe to what extent media culture prevails on 

the contacts between individuals coming from different cultures and ethnic groups, leading either to 

increasing differences and discrimination or, on the contrary, to their tolerance for alterity. Further on, 

Kellner’s considerations regarding the influence of media culture upon individuals underline some 

fundamental problems: “Media histories and images come with the symbols, myths and resources which 

help create a common culture of the majority of individuals in many parts of the present world. Media 

culture comes with materials with which identities are created, through which individuals themselves join 

techno-capitalist societies and produce a new form of global culture.” (Kellner, 2001: 14). The cognitive 

structures developed and cultivated by a society also represent the result of the information, image and 

sound flow entering the individuals’ houses and which, maybe sometimes more than it is necessary, 

integrate as systems of values, for which social individuals do not suggest any value judgements. In other 

words, they sometimes do not distinguish between value and non-value, and between truth and semblance. 

In this context, they accept any model of identity proposed by the media as valuable, and they do not make 

any effort to overcome social reflexes and clichés, accepting, by consequence, a series of surrogates empty 

of meaning. On the other side, speech might put a positive and educative social pressure on individuals. 

In a debate on the Roma subject and, implicitly, on identity, it is necessary to mention Richard 

Jenkins’s analysis of the concept of identity in the work “Social identity”: “[…] identity can only be 

understood as a process. As «being» or as «becoming» someone’s social identity – actually, someone’s 

social identities, as we can speak about us both in the  singular and in the plural – it is never ending and 

never totally clarified” (Jenkins, 2000: 11). The same Jenkins thinks that “social identity” is actually 

connected with the manners of the individuals and collectivities are different, in their social relations with 

other individuals and other collectivities: “It consists in settling systematically and meaningfully - between 

individuals, between collectivities and individuals, between individuals and collectivities – some relations 
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of similarity or difference. Considered together, similarity and difference are the dynamic principles of 

identity” (Jenkins, 2000: 12). The identity of the Roma can be actually built at the crossroads between 

similarities and differences, between the majority and minorities. 

In 2000, Rome, Italy, the Roma represented an attractive and controversial subject, albeit a 

neglected one. From the viewpoint of the journalistic approach, which is always based on competition, there 

was not always to be noticed a direction to problems and solutions regarding this minority. On the contrary, 

many speeches were based exclusively on negative communication and the sensational. 

The speech about the Roma, between cliché and the active project of self-construction 

Especially in the last decade, what could be seen in the architecture of the identity speech about the 

Roma was the fact that they are still facing discrimination, as they are assimilated and accepted with 

difficulty by a society marked, paradoxically, by the episteme of diversity. The Roma are more likely to be 

“talked” about by means of a series of stereotypical ideas and prejudices, some of which, one way or 

another, spread strongly and show intolerance and discrimination, and we understand by discrimination 

“the behaviour which results from applying stereotypes and prejudices; a treatment of people only based 

on the their belonging to a group or social category”. (Neculau, 2003: 270-271). Discrimination is the 

result of combining prejudice with stereotype, in someone’s (or a group’s) behaviour towards other people 

(or group). Maybe that is whythe signs of adversity and ridicule often seem to prevail when speaking about 

the Roma culture, traditions, customs, costume and language. In the work “Fundamental concepts in 

communication sciences and cultural studies”, discrimination is also defined as an expression of prejudiced 

attitudes. However, according to some studies, discrimination sometimes comes from the social context. 

“[…] some studies have shown that discrimination is not always a consequence of prejudice, but it depends, 

mostly, on the social context. The explanations for prejudices are numerous and various, according to the 

measure of the prejudice, inside the group and between groups” (O’Sullivan, 2001: 259). Roma 

discrimination is still a complex phenomenon in Romania, with roots in centuries of slavery of this ethnic 

group, and discrimination is still developing conspicuously. What is important is that Roma discrimination 

has a great potential for creating social and political crises, and, more than that, it can give rise to contention 

in public speech at any moment. 

It is also important to mention that according to the European Commission “huge gaps exist 

between Roma people and the rest of the population concerning education, health, employment, and access 

to decent housing and essential services. Closing these gaps is crucial to improving the lives of the Roma 

people” (European Union, 2011: 5).  

The imperative of identity reconsideration vs. leaving the ethnic group 

  The Roma minority has represented more than the subject of some public policies, either at a 

national or an international level, in debates or workshops. This minority has almost always been in the 

“limelight”, through the light of what we call the construction of identity and image, with all the predicted 

consequences. In time, what could be noticed in the public speech was a transfer from the negative to the 

balanced and thus the dynamic of the representation of this minority changed. Concretely, the 

representatives of this ethnic group no longer appear as images of evil, but as social partners who re-define 

themselves, consciously or not, in terms of identity. It is noticeable that, in this reconsideration, the Roma 

often resorted to hiding the old identity marks. In other words, they sometimes chose to “forget”, 

voluntarily, the labels assigned to them and their ethnic group. “Dynamic identity means a permanent 
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reconsideration of the borders, the relations between me and the others, between logos and cosmos, 

between public and private”, asserts Daniela Rovenţa Frumuşani (cited by Miroiu, 2002: 189). The Roma 

enlarged their own frontiers, through their interaction with others, but also through the media, which have 

the power to create an archaeology of ideas in the public space. Irrespective of the character of the media - 

spectacular, demonstrative or explanatory -, it maintained a vivid interest in the majority of Roma 

institutions. Beside the need of building a social identity, the Roma also “faced” identity trauma, most of it 

provoked by the dominant policy in society in regards to them.  

In contemporary society, mostly defined by the flexibility of paradigms, as well as by new 

configurations of what we call differences and alterity, and crises of values and systems, the Roma are 

facing an “identity in movement”. Reconsidering their ethnic identity, they implicitly reconsider their 

cultural identity, meaning a symbolic multi-perspective which, at speech level, was and still is very much 

exploited. This speech was placed, according to the context, in different systems of mediation, which 

individuals took over in their own cultural environment, where they belong and live, according to the 

dominant values, for comparison. It should also be mentioned that in the collective mentality the Roma 

appear not only as an object of contempt, but also as a definition and representation of “the other”, with 

“the other” meaning, in this context, “different”, “difference”, what is outside and is not to be assimilated, 

a reflex of contemporary society, born from a “determined thinking”. 

In recent media, discrimination and Roma social inclusion, as well as the imperative of 

reconsidering their identity, have generated an area of interaction which is generous to say the least. On this 

occasion, a multitude of negative stereotypes emerged, promoted involuntarily, even by those who 

supported the integration of the Roma in society by accepting differences. Sometimes, the negative clichés 

also emerged from the area of positive discrimination of the Roma. Obviously, these problems have been 

fed by a continuum of images, facts and actions; thus, sometimes, the receivers of these messages did not 

differentiate between truth and non-truth, between a limited view of the matter and a multiple approach. 

It is also important that the media have, at least theoretically, the opportunity to mediate the 

experience of integrating the Roma into the cultural space of the majority. Obviously, during this process, 

often a failure, what mattered most was the cultural knowledge assimilated, both by the minority and the 

majority, the historical heritage, tradition and power context. By mentioning here cultural knowledge, it is 

opportune to emphasize that  the cultural phenomenon is seen today as a determining part, and not only 

determined by social activity, meaning a significant sphere for reproducing the inequity of social power” 

(O’Sullivan, 2001: 95). In other words, cultural knowledge, as well, might be considered one of the reasons 

which permitted the full development of the relations of social inequity between the minority and the 

majority. However, contemporary society accepts and adapts enthusiastically to newer and newer frames, 

converting the new cultural systems to the traditional ones, so we should not be surprised by the tendency 

to participate in the reconsideration of Roma identity by encouraging the acculturation of minorities. 

Methodology 

The purpose of the present research consists in understanding how social and identity-cultural 

problems are presented in the pages of a cultural magazine specialized in subject issues. The study pursues 

the architecture of the multi-perspective identity speech, through which the Roma ethnic group “becomes 

human”, and a more accessible reality to individuals. Several materials have been selected from various 

issues of the “Dilema veche” magazine, between June 2006 and January 2008. The selection of this corpus 

is motivated by the fact that this is one of the oldest cultural publications in post-communist Romania 

(1993). The seven materials selected for the present analysis are distributed in separate columns of the 
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journal, as follows: “Tema săptămânii” (The weekly issue), “La zi în cultură” (Cultural update) and “La 

faţa locului” (On the spot). The selected articles are mainly opinions rather than scientific approaches, in 

spite of the fact that they also include statistics and precise information about the Roma. All the selected 

articles represent a critical mass of speech, reflecting editorial decisions on assigning editorial space to 

Roma-related subjects. These materials assume the responsibility and competence to diagnose the problems 

of the Roma, at key moments: before and after Romania joined the European Union. The “Dilema veche” 

magazine represents a mosaic of ideas, reflecting the experts’ argument beyond the culture journal, through 

the connections between the opinion formers who write here and the academic world, as well as the social 

and cultural environment. 

The subjects of the Roma minority 

Presented exclusively as verbal expression, the Roma minority appears represented in this identity 

construct through typologies. The latest are evaluated by the subjects presented and elaborated in the 

“Dilema veche” cultural magazine, more precisely: corporality, social status, professional training, identity 

challenge. It is worth mentioning that there is no stereotypical “frozen” image, but a symbolic dynamic, as 

it emerges from the selected materials. This indicates that the publication intends to promote a new 

convention of representing the Roma. 

The case study in the present paper begins with some fundamental hypotheses, as follows: if the public 

debate about the Roma is achieved through various perspectives, including that of the Roma, and the 

capacity of defining them is no longer a monopoly of the state, the media, the specialists and the Roma 

themselves, but a construction of many voices, there is a chance of: 

1. a real democratization, respect for alterity 

2. social, cultural and economic policies 

3. humanization of the ethnic group: opportunity granted to the ethnic group to define their own image 

If we acknowledge the asymmetries developed in the course of history, which has the capacity to 

define the Roma, and if the self-image of an ethnic group is a cultural construct, then the public speech 

should reflect diversity, both in legislations which support the conflictual relationships, crises and changes 

necessary for the Roma in Romania and Europe, and as a framework where, beside appreciations, 

evaluations and opinions, convergent with the idea of change, situations develop where mentalities 

connected with a negative speech towards the Roma are reflected. The analysed speeches reflect both 

tendencies. 

 

 “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…”, Oana Chelaru-Murăruş - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, 30 iunie 2006 

(“Little-big «Roma epic»…”, Oana Chelaru-Murăruş - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, 30 June 2006) 

 

The article “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…”, “Little-big «Roma epic»…” speaks about the 

identification of the Roma community through the perspective of the “clichés used in building a negative 

alterity”. The material emphasizes the communication element which continues to be more obvious as 

reality, but mostly as a problem. This is caused, on the one hand, by “the prolonged status of slaves” of the 

Roma and, on the other hand, by the history of mentalities on the Romanian territory, the determined 

mentalities where the Roma have always had an inferior position at the outskirts. 

Oana Chelaru-Murăruş pleads for restoring the social system through the reconsideration of the 

representation system in the Romanian language, which brings, according to the examples brought by the 

author of the article, a huge image prejudice to the Roma minority: “numerous deprecatory meanings (ed. 
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–for the word “gypsy”) reflect the contemptuous perspective of the majority towards a social–cultural 

category, considered to be inferior”. More than that, in “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…” it is also mentioned that 

the ethnonym “gypsy” has the richest lexical family: about 30 derivatives, most of them with pejorative 

meanings, and, more than that, used as insulting epithets: “you are a gypsy!”. 

Through this contemptuous and pejorative language, the majority show, in their relationship with 

the Roma, a type of violence whose power is developed in violent words. Focusing on problems, but less 

on solutions, the article in “Dilema veche” explains why neither the use of the ethnonym “gypsy”, nor the 

authonym “Roma” represents a problem in itself, but the contexts, where the words are evaluated and loaded 

with exclusively negative meanings, do. The fact that the Roma are turned, in general, into negative 

characters” shows that the majority and the Roma minority cannot be considered equal competitors in any 

case. Regarding the meanings of communication, the article in “Dilema veche” abounds in references to 

the ethnic group and language, designed as a manner of social protection for the Roma. However, John 

Keane considers that “the power of mass means of communication in modelling our lives is limited” and 

that “in spite of their profoundly manipulative character, they will remain only means of communication 

and controversies” (Keane, 2000: 152). From this point of view, the article seduces readers with its 

potential to create controversies, but precisely with the intention of shifting from the negative to the 

balanced concerning the Roma. 

 

“Ecourile de azi ale robiei”, Delia Grigore - “Dilema veche”, nr. 141, 6 octombrie 2006 (“Present-day 

echoes of slavery”, Delia Grigore - “Dilema veche”, no. 141, 6 October 2006) 

 

“Ecourile de azi ale robiei”, “Present-day echoes of slavery” represents a continuous oscillation 

between past and present, trying to explain how five centuries of slavery of the Roma community have 

consequences even today in the collective mentality, generating a determined thinking and a profoundly 

discriminatory attitude towards the Roma community. This approach is a sociological one and it includes a 

series of reasons for which Roma identity needs a cultural identity reconsideration. For this purpose, the 

author of the article begins with a fundamental solution, meaning the “false” name given to the Roma: 

“gypsy”. Delia Grigore underlines the fact that the word “gypsy” does not exist in the Roma language and 

she mentions  that “the term  referring, at the date of its first attestation in the Byzantine Empire, to a group 

considered to be heretical by the official Orthodox system, comes from middle Greek, from  athinganos or 

athinganoy,  the meaning being that of  «pagan», «not to be touched» or  «impure»”. Even from the first 

attestation in Wallachia and Moldavia in the 14th century (as mentioned in monastery documents), the term 

“agypsy”, which became, further on “gypsy”, designated “the enslaved social status, and not the ethnic 

group”. Thus, the two initial meanings for the word “gypsy” had to do with “heresy” and “social status”. 

In this context, the author of the article explains why the word designating nowadays an ethnic group is 

loaded with pejorative meanings, easily noticed in many everyday interactions when speaking about the 

Roma. More than that, Delia Grigore insists on mentioning that in the Roma language there is no such word 

as “gypsy”. Thus, this analysis connected with the echoes of Roma slavery in contemporaneity, begins with 

the etymological and linguistic levels. 

Further on, the author of this article delivers a range of social statuses of the Roma, without 

exaggerating them in any sense and without necessarily victimizing the Roma. An element which lends 

credibility to this speech is the memory of the Roma deportation to Transnistria during World War II, an 

aspect which contributed to a certain “internalization of the stigma” by the Roma community. 
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An advocate of the idea that “identity is a social construct”, Delia Grigore pleads for the Roma 

community’s imperative need to correctly define itself in terms of identity, not through what she calls “the 

rejection of the ethnic self”, but through “restoring the ethnic dignity” and also through “releasing from 

the alterity of the phantasms about the Roma community and thorough knowledge of Roma history and 

culture”. The context of the publication of  this article in the “Dilema veche” magazine, just a few months 

before Romania joined the EU, is also important.  As a consequence, publishing this speech can be 

considered a kind of pressure element, regarding the need of changing the attitude towards the Roma, taking 

into consideration that their discrimination, and implicitly, the need for their social integration, were 

mentioned among the objectives to be achieved before Romania became a EU member. 

 

“Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigani”, Marina Dumitrescu - “Dilema veche”,  nr. 127, iunie 2006 

(“Boundaries: gypsy features without gypsies”, Marina Dumitrescu - “Dilema veche”,  no. 127, June 

2006) 

 

The article “Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigan” / “Boundaries: gypsy features without gypsies” brings 

under debate the experience of integrating the Roma community in a totally different space and civilisation, 

compared to that which they belonged to, by giving up the negative vocabulary used when speaking about 

the Roma, by revising the semantic area of the word “Roma”, and by reconsidering “the metaphoric 

expression of an ensemble of behaviour mistakes”. Certainly, in the process of assimilating this article, the 

social and cultural framework where the readers work and live is very important. This happens because a 

solid cultural background helps them better understand this pleading for normality by the Roma in a society 

in transition, where the Roma are still at the outskirts. However, this text resonates only if it is received 

under proper circumstances. According to Sebeok’s opinion, “a text has a meaning only if the receiver 

knows the code/codes on the basis of which it was built and only if the text sends to, comes in and determines 

a specific framework. The context is the ambience - physical, psychological and social circumstances – 

when it is used, it becomes a text” (Sebeok, 2002: 24-25). The author of the article suggests giving up the 

negative stereotypes aimed at the Roma which are, moreover, politically incorrect, such as, for example 

“you speak dirty/ you are dirty like a  gypsy”, “only gypsies do that”, “I’ll give  you to the gypsies if you 

do not behave yourself”. 

Drawing a parallel between lexical aspects in Romanian, French and English, the author makes a 

slight digression from the discrimination problem, obviously to show that, unlike the lexical families of the 

word “gypsy” from other languages, the lexical family in Romanian is by far richer but, at the same time, 

unfair. “Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigan” underlines the importance of the series of negative connotations, the 

adversity labels and deprecatory attitude which seem to expand like a scourge. 

 

“Ţigani sau romi?”, Mălina Voicu - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“Gypsies or Roma?”, Mălina 

Voicu - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

“The idea of changing the name is included in a larger approach of reconsidering ethnic identity 

and integration in society, not through assimilation, but through the acceptance of differences” represents 

the central subject of the article, simply entitled, “Ţigani sau romi?”,  “Gypsies or Roma?”. The article 

supports the idea according to which between identity definition and society there is a relationship of 

cultural and social dependence. It comes from the public speech, the media speech, but mostly from the 

manner of address: the ethonym “gypsy” or the authonym “Roma”? However, the author of the article 
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demonstrates that “the name change does not change identity” and that the emergence of the new 

hierarchical power relationships between the Roma and the majority of the population is not exclusively 

connected with the name of the ethnic group. The present article intends to annul the eternal correlation 

between gypsies or Roma and an “underprivileged ethnic group with fewer resources”. 

Mălina Voicu advances the theory according to which “identity is constructed and assumed”, as 

she intends, through this idea, for the Roma community to face a proper value in terms of identity, which 

involves conservation, preservation of cultural differences, traditions and life style, at the expense of 

acculturation and uniformization. 

The article entitled “Gypsies or Roma” does not encourage some identity simulacra, but it generates 

the fundamental premises from which one should start the reconsideration of the Roma community identity. 

This article successfully meets one of the questions in the present research, by mentioning that “it is best to 

leave them to define themselves  (ed.- the Roma)”,  but also “it is their right to identify themselves the way 

they want”. The author of the article passes over the consecrated social practices and dominant conventions 

regarding minorities and she recommends that both Roma and society reconsider the Roma community 

image, by acknowledging a freely assumed and legitimated identity. 

 

“Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, Toma Roman Jr. - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“Roma 

intellectuals and leaving the ethnic group”, Toma Roman Jr. - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

Despite the versatile interpretations issued in a kaleidoscopic society, still in the middle of the 

democratization process, these materials militate mostly for the elimination of prejudices and negative 

thinking. The article “Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, “Roma intellectuals and leaving the ethnic 

group” “sins” by issuing some general verdicts and, more than that, it ironically perpetuates some image 

clichés referring to the Roma community. Resuming the image problem of the Roma community, the author 

of the article, a former employee of the National Council for Fighting Discrimination, as the press article 

itself shows, casts the Roma community into ridicule, even if involuntarily: “his mother used to wear a 

pleated skirt”. Toma Roman Jr. does not ground the process of social reconsideration of the Roma 

community, but he blames the existent practices, actually not only on the Roma community, but also on the 

majority of the population, which means that he has left the ethnic group and culture.  

Though centred on the identity of the Roma community, the discourse in “Dilema veche” does not 

have the mental confirmation of the identities that it addresses. The article falls in the trap of subjectivity 

through the appeal of the author to personal and irrelevant experiences, and is full of inappropriate irony. 

From this point of view, it is interesting to mention that “To stage an identity, an event, a history, means to 

build the discourse you consider the most appropriate to the communication objective in question (as 

intention and as targeted reception).  As that discourse should interest, convince and gain adhesion” 

(Lochard, Boyer, 1998: 28). That does not seem to happen with the article entitled “Intelectualii romi şi 

ieşirea din etnie”, as it does not deconstruct the negative stereotypes which stigmatize the Roma 

community. On the contrary, the author assumes the role of “judge” of some diverted social practice. Thus, 

the Roma image is not a positive one, and their values are far from being presented fairly.  

In spite of all these aspects, the present article is the only one speaking not about the imperative of 

identity change but about the refusal of one’s own origin: “they left the ethnic group”, “none of them 

admitted to being Roma”. Moreover, it is the only material which presents the problem of positive 

discrimination of the Roma community, which, however, causes them trouble. It is timely to mention here 

what Druckman considers to be the manipulation by the clergy: “Emphasis framing effects do, however, 
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raise concerns about elite manipulation. The manipulation argument is based on a presumption that 

emphasis effectively works through a passive accessibility process” (Druckman, 2001). Nevertheless, in 

many situations, the clergy are sacred and democracy is based on citizens, not the clergy. In the case of this 

text, one can actually notice an intention of ideological manipulation of the majority, even if involuntarily. 

 

“Nu ştiam că ţiganii sunt oameni!”, interviu cu Michelle Kelso, consemnat de Roxana Călinescu - 

“Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“I did not know that gypsies were people!”, a Michelle Kelso 

interview taken by Roxana Călinescu – “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

In his work “Introducere în sistemul mass-media” (Introduction to the Mass-media System), Coman 

notices that, “promoting different behaviour patterns, the media provide a series of social roles and a 

symbolic vocabulary;  facing these messages, which answer to their  need  of models and reference, the 

public has the opportunity to choose or reject, modify or negotiate, debate or restore common roles and 

values. Through this action, the media prove to be both conservative and innovative, stabilizing and 

dynamizing, preserving traditional values and generating new values” (Coman, 2004: 95). Obviously, the 

article with the most impressive title among those selected for this case study (ed. -“Nu ştiam că ţiganii 

sunt oameni!”, “I did not know that gypsies were people!”) emphasizes the imperative of reconsidering the 

experiences of the Roma community, such as, for example, the phenomenon of their deportation to camps 

in Transnistria during World War II. The interview with Michelle Kelso, the author of the documentary 

“Dureri ascunse / Hidden sorrows”, pursuing the history of the Roma community deported to Transnistria, 

is quite serious, due to the subject, but also because Kelso made the majority he addressed aware and 

responsible. 

This article is perhaps the most emotional, something which derives from the direct and immediate 

contact of the interviewer with the Roma community: “The relatives of those deported people who wanted 

to see the film completed helped me a lot. Without their help I would not have been able to finish the 

documentary. At Târgovişte, a woman who was deported hid under the bed when she found out I wanted to 

speak to her”.  

Though it seems shocking, the title of the article is not a subversive one; on the contrary, its purpose 

is to restore the self-esteem of the Roma community. We are dealing with an attempt to find solutions to 

problems actually connected with the management of ethnic identity. Michelle Kelso suggests that the 

Roma community be treated as social and cultural subjects, taking into consideration the historical heritage, 

the social and political framework of the moment and the space and time coordinates. Emphasizing the 

problem, Kelso raises one of the most overwhelming problems, more exactly the lack of knowledge about 

the Roma community: “I did not know that gypsies were people!”.  

 

“Ţiganii, întruchiparea nomadismului nostru interior, interviu cu Gad Lerner, consemnat de 

Claudia Stănilă - “Dilema veche”, nr. 205, 20 ianuarie 2008 (“Gypsies, the embodiment of our inner 

nomadic nature”, a Gad Lerner interview recorded by Claudia Stănilă – “Dilema veche”, no. 205, 20 

January 2008) 

 

The main idea of the interview with Gad Lerner, a famous Italian journalist, is that of  “identity 

traffickers”, meaning that society, a deliberate system of thinking and a quite tense international framework, 

negotiated this identity construct of the Roma community and situated it, most of the times, at the centre of 

conflicts. Thus, the Italian journalist and writer thinks that “any abuse upon identity is not only fertile, but 
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also gives birth to monsters” and that Italy – the main debate framework – is not prepared to face such a 

delicate problem as that of the Roma community: “Italy is not a country for a cosmopolitan confrontation”. 

It is important to mention that the interview was taken shortly after a young Romanian citizen of Roma 

origin, Romulus Mailat, was sentenced to life imprisonment for killing an Italian woman in Rome. 

Therefore, we are dealing with the collision of two codes: cultural and identity ones. Gad Lerner speaks 

about “the prejudice against Roma citizens” mentioning the fact that he places this problem both in Italy 

and at an international level, thus awarding it more importance. 

Tributary to the principle that “human beings are and remain an essentially hybrid, mixed race”, 

the Italian journalist chooses a constructive approach to the Roma identity, in favour of the idea of 

pluralism, which is presented here, in accordance with the definition given by Giovanni Sartori in the work 

“What are we doing with the foreigners? Pluralism vs. Multiculturalism”: “pluralism affirms that diversity 

and difference are values that enrich both individuals and their political community” (Sartori, 2007: 17). 

Lerner extrapolates the Roma community problem at a political level and he mentions the former Romanian 

Prime Minister, Călin Popescu Tăriceanu, whose attitude towards the Roma seemed to him agreeable, if 

not salutary, in a world where difference represents a kind of modus vivendi: “I appreciated the refusal of 

Prime Minister Tăriceanu, who was a guest in one of my programmes, and did not want to make any 

difference between the Roma and the Romanians. When I asked him if he accepted the need for this 

difference, his answer was clear: «I do not accept this difference. All of them are Romanian citizens»”. In 

contrast, the journalist from the Peninsula situated “a manifesto of a right-wing Romanian party where the 

photo of the assassin from Tor di Quinto, Mailat, was published with the text «He is not Romanian, he is 

Roma »”. In other words, these are attitudes in extremis, which are admired or criticized by the publicist. 

Last but not least, Gad Lerner also brings the Roma community problem in the area of European 

institutions, more exactly of the European Union. The purpose of the interview is to deconstruct what the 

Italian journalist called “mathematical automatisms”, such as “Roma = criminal”, to annul or at least 

diminish xenophobic rhetoric, the fight against the “idea according to which there are «extra» people”. 

Conclusions 

This research consists in an analysis of the objective achieved from the position of symbolical 

forum by a cultural magazine whose target includes stakeholders, and so-called intellectuals or opinion 

makers: to reorganize traditional stereotypes referring to the representatives of the Roma community, as 

well as to change the focus from the deliberately negative opinion to a reconsidered identity, not by leaving 

the ethnicity, but by assuming its specificity and its legitimacy. 

The “Dilema veche” magazine does not practice a destructive communication of identity. On the 

contrary, the publication is more likely to contradict social expectations in order to reconsider the Roma 

community, on balance, at the level of the mentalities still stuck in their own expectations and intolerances. 

As shown in the materials analysed, discrimination and the social integration of the Roma 

community are central issues, as the Roma identity image does not represent a peripheral issue. Contributors 

apply to register the Roma community as an underprivileged social group, in a wider public sphere, more 

tolerant and closer to accepting alterity. The main objective of these press materials is that of creating 

bridges of dialogue, in order to diminish and blur societal barriers created through the segregation and 

exclusion of the Roma community. 

In the course of this analysis, I noticed one situation (“Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, by 

Toma Roman Jr., “Dilema veche”, June 2006) where between the perception of the clergy, as well as the 

sociological situation inventoried, the de facto meaning of the Roma community at the moment of European 
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integration, there is an important difference, therefore creating the impression that casting ridicule is a 

fundamental subject in present-day Romanian society: the inclusion of the Roma community and restoring 

the image of the Romanian population identity. 
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