
International Journal of 

Cross-Cultural Studies 

and Environmental Communication 

 

 
 

Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

 

 
IN QUEST OF DIALOGUE: 

COMMUNICATION FLOWS IN NEW MEDIA, 

POLITICS AND SOCIETY 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSN 2285 – 3324 

ISSN-L = 2285 – 3324 

DOI: (Digital Object Identifier):10.5682/22853324 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

2 
 

 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Ana-Maria Munteanu, PhD 

Ovidius  University of Constanta, RO 

constantiana54@gmail.com 

 

EDITOR 

Raluca Petre, PhD 

Ovidius  University of Constanta, RO 

rpetre@univ-ovidius.ro 

 

ASSISTANT EDITORS 

Mariana Tocia, PhD 

Ovidius  University of Constanta, RO 

marianatocia@yahoo.com 

 

Valentin Vanghelescu 

University of Bucharest, RO 

valentinvanghelescu@gmail.com 

 

Alexandra Codău, PhD 

Ovidius  University of Constanta, RO 

ada_codau@yahoo.com 

 

Olivia Chirobocea, PhD 

Ovidius  University of Constanta, RO 

olivia.ch31@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:constantiana54@gmail.com
mailto:rpetre@univ-ovidius.ro
mailto:marianatocia@yahoo.com
mailto:valentinvanghelescu@gmail.com
mailto:ada_codau@yahoo.com
mailto:olivia.ch31@gmail.com


IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

3 
 

 

 

 

International Journal of 

Cross-Cultural Studies 

and Environmental Communication 

 
 

https://crossculturenvironment.wordpress.com 

 

 

 
Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

 
 

IN QUEST OF DIALOGUE: 

COMMUNICATION FLOWS IN NEW MEDIA, 

POLITICS AND SOCIETY 

 

Coordinators: 

Ana Maria Munteanu 

Raluca Petre 

 

 

 

 
Editura Universitară 

www.editurauniversitara.ro 

 

& 

 

Asociaţia pentru Dezvoltare Interculturală (ADI) 

www.adinterculturala.wordpress.com 
 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

4 
 

SCIENTIFIC BOARD  

 

 

Marta Árkossy Ghezzo 

Lehman College, New York, USA 

martaghezzo@hotmail.com 

Stephen Prickett 

Professor Emeritus, University of Glasgow/Kent 

stephenprickett@stephenprickett.co.uk 

 

Mihai Coman 

University of Bucharest, RO 

mihai.coman@fjsc.ro 

Charles Moseley 

University of Cambridge, UK 

cwrdm@charlesmoseley.com 

 

Timothy Ehlinger 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, USA 

ehlinger@uwm.edu 

 

Daniela Rovența – Frumușani 

University of Bucharest, RO 

danifrumusani@yahoo.com 

Adina Ciugureanu 

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

adina.ciugureanu@seanet.ro 

 

Ludmila Patlanjoglu 

National University of Theatre and Cinematography 

¨I. L. Caragiale¨ of Bucharest, RO 

liudmilaromania@yahoo.com 

 

Lucica Tofan 

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

lucicatofan@gmail.com 

Augusto Rodrigues da Silva Junior 

Universidade de Brasilia, Brasil 

augustorodriguesdr@gmail.com 

 
Victor A. Friedman 

University of Chicago, USA 

vfriedm@uchicago.edu 

 

Giovanni Rotiroti 

Universita Occidentale, Naples, Italy 

rotirotigr@inwind.it 

 

Ana-Cristina Halichias 

University of Bucharest, RO 

ana_cristina_halichias@yahoo.com 

 

Ana Rodica Stăiculescu 

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

ana.staiculescu@gmail.com 

 
Cornelia Ilie 

Malmö University, Sweden 

cornelia.ilie@gmail.com 

Ileana Marin 

University of Washington, Seattle, USA 

solonmarin@hotmail.com 

 

Cristina Coman 

University of Bucharest, RO 

cristina.coman@fjsc.ro 

 

 

Leonor Santa Bárbara 

Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal 

eosantabarbara@hotmail.com 

Claudia Jensen 

University of Washington, Seattle, USA 

jensen@uw.edu 

 

Florentina Nicolae 

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

florentinanicolae.ovidius@gmail.com 

 

Maria Do Rósario Laureano Santos 

Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal 

mrls@fcsh.unl.pt 

Eduard Vlad 

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

eduardvlad@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Cornel Grigoruţ  

Ovidius University of Constanta, RO 

cornel.grigorut@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:martaghezzo@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenprickett@stephenprickett.co.uk
mailto:mihai.coman@fjsc.ro
mailto:cwrdm@charlesmoseley.com
mailto:ehlinger@uwm.edu
mailto:danifrumusani@yahoo.com
mailto:adina.ciugureanu@seanet.ro
mailto:liudmilaromania@yahoo.com
mailto:lucicatofan@gmail.com
mailto:augustorodriguesdr@gmail.com
mailto:vfriedm@uchicago.edu
mailto:rotirotigr@inwind.it
mailto:ana_cristina_halichias@yahoo.com
mailto:ana.staiculescu@gmail.com
mailto:cornelia.ilie@gmail.com
mailto:solonmarin@hotmail.com
mailto:cristina.coman@fjsc.ro
mailto:eosantabarbara@hotmail.com
mailto:jensen@uw.edu
mailto:florentinanicolae.ovidius@gmail.com
mailto:mrls@fcsh.unl.pt
mailto:eduardvlad@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:cornel.grigorut@gmail.com


IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

5 
 

 

In Quest of Dialogue: 

Communication Flows in New Media, Politics and Society 

 

 

 

 

 
Summary 

Ana Maria MUNTEANU, Raluca PETRE 

In quest of dialogue: communication flows in new media, politics and society.............................6 

 

Daniela ROVENȚA-FRUMUȘANI 

Les nouvelles technologies et l’intégration vie professionnelle / vie personnelle ?........................8 

 

Natalia KRAVCHENKO                                                                                    

Dialogue as a multilevel conceptual space…...…………........………………………….…........18 

 

Othman KHALED                                                                        

The dialogue friendliness of architecture of places of power in independent  

Tunisia………………………………………………………………………………....................26 

 

Mariana TOCIA 

Consequences of the ethical slippage in media .............................................................................31 

 

Alexandra CODĂU 

Revaluing the image of the Roma community in the cultural journalism. Case study: the „Dilema 

veche” magazine............................................................................................................................41 

 

Virginia PETRICĂ 

Vocalizing taste: foreign travellers’ voices shaping the Romanian culinary identity...................54 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

6 
 

IN QUEST OF DIALOGUE: 

COMMUNICATION FLOWS IN THE NEW MEDIA, POLITICS AND 

SOCIETY 

 

 

Ana Maria MUNTEANU1 

Raluca PETRE2 

                                  

In a global context where interconnected life continues to develop, dialogism remains a critical 

stake for the research-development binomial. A rich literature on dialogue during the last decade has 

pointed that "dialogue is a social story", but "organizations have lost important competences to be able to 

interpret living stories, redefine narrative expectations, understand many voices, and read between the lines 

of the story" (Boje, 2007:1). According to Taylor (2011) "society itself exists in the transmission, in 

communication" (Taylor, 2011:4). Over the last decades, the understanding of society in terms of 

communicative flows, has significantly advanced theoretically and methodologically.   

This volume proposes a set of interdisciplinary approaches and maps current dilemmas and 

developments within the field of dialogue research and its empirical content. The relevance of articles 

moves beyond the immediate and opens new ways of addressing dilemmas in contemporary technological 

contexts.  On the one hand, some papers discuss opportunities opened by the multilevel architecture of 

dialogue. It still allows analytical distinctions to make intelligible dialogical tensions and implications on 

diverse levels of meaning, such as processes of convergence and fusion of temporalities, while "old" logics 

gradually lose their power to set up practices and institutions overwhelmed by the multilevel business 

intelligence. On the other hand, the conceptual framing of dialogue induces ethical reflections on 

controversies and media slippages (immaterial space), as well as a more critical look on the urban landscape 

(material sites) where architecture installs cultural and architectural objects signalling the closing of 

dialogue and installing the power strings at the level of perception and visibility. The current contributions 

range from professional to personal, from space to language, from interpersonal to organizational 

dimensions of dialogue. Daniela Rovența Frumușani explores “Les nouvelles technologies et l’intégration 

vie professionnelle/vie personnelle?”. Natalia Kravchenko describes the architecture of the conceptual 

space in “Dialogue As A Multilevel Conceptual Space”. Othman Khaled addresses space as context for 

closing dialogue in “The Dialogue Friendliness of Architecture of Places of Power in Independent Tunisia”. 

Mariana Tocia’s analysis, “Consequences of the ethical slippage in the media”, questions where there are 

limits to political satire in the media. Alexandra Codău identifies a process of transformation of the image 

of the Roma people in the cultural magazines in Romania in “Revaluing the image of the Roma community 

in the cultural journalism. Case study: The „Dilema veche” magazine”. Last but not least, Virginia Petrică 

opens a new reading of food as a premise for intercultural dialogue.   

Boje (2016) assigns to the McPhee school of thought the thesis that "communicative flows generate 

a social structure through interaction": 

                                                           
1 Professor, PhD, Ovidius University of Constanța, Romania 
2 Associate professor, PhD, Ovidius University of Constanța, Romania 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

7 
 

"The communication is dialogic and recursive (self-structuring). Communication concerns 

control, documentation, and design of norms, processes, relations and entities. On the one hand, 

formal structures of communication (e.g. charter, organization chart, & policy manual) 

predetermine work routines, rather than allowing them to emerge. On the other hand, individuals, 

traditions, interests, and systems in a subjective process that is not always free of ambiguity and 

error can affect political processes. The formal structures and the informal politics are two aspects 

of organization that imply formation and governance of a differentiated whole that includes 

reflexive response cycles and mechanisms." (Boje, 2016:3) 

Recently, the fractal theory of organizations proposes – on the premise of Bakhtin’s concept of 

dialogicality- a "special issue of the counter-narrative" (Henderson, Boje, 2011). As Boje later states, in 

fact this issue bifurcates into two theories: Communicative Constitution of Organizations (CCO) and 

Storytelling Organization Theory (SOT) (Boje, 2016b:3). A holistic perspective is needed not to simplify 

the extrapolation of Bakhtin’s architectonic model of the self ("I-for-myself", "I-for-the-other", and "other-

for-me") to the construction of we/others worlds. Accordingly, "identity does not belong merely to the 

individual, rather it is shared by all, through complex relationship of communication and culture" (Morson, 

Emerson, 1990:54). In recent years the quest for dialogue is more than ever a quest for integrity, knowledge 

and legal aspects to avoid the speculation of strategic constituents of politics, economy and culture through 

a viral multiplication of fakes that announces that the process of transformation of informal politics becomes 

a fact.  
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LES NOUVELLES TECHNOLOGIES ET L’INTÉGRATION VIE 

PROFESSIONNELLE/VIE PERSONNELLE? 

 

Daniela ROVENȚA-FRUMUȘANI3 

 

Abstract 

At the time of hybridizations and "liquid" borders in people's lives, groups and societies (Bauman 2000), 

we propose to see how the use of new technologies in everyday life is articulated / integrated; more precisely 

if the work / leisure dyad is monochrone or polychrone (E.T.Hall 1973), if the new technologies make 

superfluous the spatial and temporal coordinates for family life and professional life. The separation of the 

public and the private, once demolished by fragmentation in multiple public spaces (Miège 2010), 

ontological insecurity (A.Giddens 2010) configures a period of intranquility  in which new forms of life and 

work settle, interfere, replace. What was once addressed to different channels (interpersonal 

communication and public speaking) is nowadays integrated into a process of double identity (personal 

and professional) through new mobile technologies and a significant management of visibility. The intra 

and the "intersubjectivity with a variable geometry " (Granjon 2014) will be studied from 12 in-depth 

interviews about the influence of the new technological context on the family / professional life relationship, 

the impact of hyperconnection on the individual and the organization and the avatars of the "nomadic" 

subject (Rosi Braidotti,2011). 

Keywords: work / family articulation; new technologies ; hyperconnexion; border. 

 

Contexte actuel  

On part dans notre début d’analyse de  considérations représentant des mutations  du monde 

contemporain. 

 C’est déjà un lieu commun de voir que les pratiques quotidiennes imbriquent vie privée et vie 

professionnelle : les employés envoient des messages personnels sur leurs smartphones ou continuent  de 

communiquer de la maison avec clients, collègues, supérieurs. 

Pour beaucoup de personnes les technologies mobiles ont conduit à l’extension du temps et de l’espace de 

travail payé -le fameux de 9 à 5. 

  Corollairement ces mutations ont modifié non seulement les pattern de vie et de travail, mais aussi 

les perceptions sur le rôle des technologies dans les foyers (des enfants qui quittent non seulement les 

Disney à la télé sur les chaînes qui leur sont dédiées, mais aussi l’unique rituel de vie commune - le dîner 

ou le déjeuner auxquels ils préfèrent les activités sur la tablette ou le smartphone aux personnes adultes qui 

partagent leur temps libre «  entre tâches professionnelles et tâches administratives efficientisées à l’aide 

des technologies mobiles). 

On se pose la question si les nouvelles technologies en organisant les interactions au travail de 

façon beaucoup plus rapide et efficace créent plus de temps de loisir aux individus et à leurs familles. Or la 

relation semble assez compliquée, ambiguë sinon paradoxale. 

 

                                                           
3 Professeure des universités, Université de Bucarest, Roumanie, danifrumusani@yahoo.com  

mailto:danifrumusani@yahoo.com
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La fluidisation de toutes les frontières temporelles, spatiales rend non relevante la distinction 

ici/ailleurs, jour/nuit, activité/loisir etc. Sujets nomades à travers des espaces virtuels ou réels, nous pouvons 

arriver à la méconnaissance /ignorance de l’équilibre sain vie/travail. 

A partir des années 2000 les chercheurs ont mis un accent particulier sur le conflit (role conflict, 

role strain, work-family conflict) ou plus récemment work-family balance, à savoir la relation difficile à 

gérer entre la vie professionnelle et celle privée avec toute sorte de superpositions, tensions et stress. Le 

travail et la maison cessent d’être deux sphères strictement séparées, les identités et responsabilités 

domestiques interviennent dans la temporalité professionnelle et les identités et responsabilités 

professionnelles courent après nous à la maison, dans le weekend ou les vacances. C’est pourquoi en dehors 

de la métaphore de la liquidité (vie liquide, amour liquide selon Bauman) qui accentue la multitude des 

facettes de l’individualité qui s’autoconstruit et cherche des solutions individuelles à des problèmes 

collectifs, il nous semble pertinent d’utiliser la métaphore de la frontière toujours oubliée, en permanence 

traversée (le long de la journée et de la vie). 

A partir des trajectoires individuelles influencées par les modèles des groupes d’appartenance, les 

histoires des medias, de la popular culture, nous essaierons de voir comment les métamorphoses du travail 

et de la famille sous-tendues par la révolution digitale change la vie contemporaine, « la satisfaction et le 

bon fonctionnement au travail et à la maison (Clark 2000 apud Emslie et Hunt,2009 :152). 

Quelles sont les conséquences de la nouvelle articulation travail/vie personnelles déterminée par 

les technologies mobiles, vu que la digitalisation de l’information réduit considérablement ou même 

intégralement notre besoin d’être là où l’information est stockée ? Est-ce qu’on optimise l’équilibre de la 

dyade ou l’on crée des formes nouvelles de déséquilibre (allant de l’isolement total devant l’écran au burn 

out) ? 

Des recherches similaires centrées surtout sur la dimension genre avaient mis en évidence le 

multitasking féminin et le bémol sur la vie sociale et privée des managers (le transnational business 

masculinity étudié par la grande sociologue spécialiste en masculinités Raewyn Connell. Dans un contexte 

d’angoisse et d’anxiété les managers traitent leur vie comme une entreprise et les corps et les émotions 

comme les finances. La globalisation induit l’insécurité et change les pattern anciens de business. Ce qui 

représente un changement c’est la tolérance pour la diversité et l’insécurité concernant l’ordre social et 

l’ordre de genre. Si les hommes discutent l’articulation travail/famille en termes de domination du travail, 

les femmes accentuent la difficulté de faire en même temps carrière et de réussir dans la vie familiale (super 

woman). 

« Les femmes s’organisent pour mener de front leur vie familiale et leur vie professionnelle… La 

vie professionnelle et la vie familiale peuvent avoir parfois des relations de concurrence, parfois de 

complémentarité (quand une sphère aide l’autre à mieux vivre), elles peuvent aussi se chevaucher. Pour 

bien comprendre les mécanismes de cette relation ambivalente, il fallait pénétrer à l’intérieur de la famille 

et du couple. C’est cette famille et ses membres, tiraillés entre des valeurs parentales et éducatives et des 

contraintes professionnelles, « à flux tendu », dont on décrit ici la dynamique de l’organisation 

quotidienne » (Pailhé, Ariane et Solaz, Anne 2009 : 464). 

 

Méthodologie de travail 

L’article est basé sur 12 entrevues semi-structurées avec des professionnels des domaines publicité, 

relations publiques, chercheurs, étudiants utilisateurs moyens ou pour lesquels l’activité est inséparable des 

nouvelles technologies. Il me reste à compléter avec les spécialistes IT et monsieur tout le monde. 
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Leurs narrations nous ont permis de collecter des expériences concernant des situations et relations 

nouvelles. L’essentiel a été de voir quel sens les individus donnent aux expériences nouvelles afin de 

comprendre comment ils comprennent et rationalisent l’impact des nouvelles technologies mobiles sur leur 

vie et travail. 

Il est apparu que les personnes interviewées ont adopté une perspective fortement contextualisée 

dans laquelle comptent en égale mesure l’émotion, l’inédit, l’attractivité comme facteurs de relevance dans 

des formules prégnantes telles (« l’ordinateur est mon seul ami »- étudiante master ; « je reste dans ma 

chambre avec ma sœur chacune avec son smartphone, on oublie la présence de l’autre »-idem ou même 

« parfois j’ignore la conversation en famille à cause de mon activité en ligne » -étudiante licence, free lancer 

en relations publiques, 22 ans). 

Guide d’entrevue 

Vie professionnelle, vie privée et technologies mobiles  

1.Introduction. Moments, objectifs, pratiques des nouvelles technologies mobiles 

2  Quel est le terme le plus approprié selon vous : conciliation, articulation, intégration vie 

professionnelle/vie privée ? 

3 Quelle composante se développe et quelle en souffre (dans des recherches antérieures on considérait 

que la famille en souffre) ? 

4. Si c’est le cas, quels sont les effets sur vous-même ou des personnes de votre entourage concernant la 

vie privée ? 

5. Quel est l’impact sur l’individu (y-a-t-il une déconnexion par rapport a la vie familiale, sociale) ? 

6 Quels sont les moments significatifs de cette intégration-une journée de travail normale ? 

7 Evoquez une expérience emblématique de superposition/confrontation travail/famille. 

8 Comment les nouvelles technologies influencent la qualité de la vie et celle du travail ? 

9. Les nouvelles technologies mobiles accomplissent-elles l’intégration travail/famille?! 

10. Quelle serait la principale gratification de l’employé anytime anywhere ? 

 

Discussion  

1.Quant au paysage technologique-technoscape dont parle Appadurai à côté du mediascape et ideoscape 

que chacun construit et vit, on récolte des perceptions bien différentes: l’omniprésence des NTM est vue 

comme une fatalité ou comme un bienfait, en tout cas un phénomène basic de la nouvelle société. 

i)Je considère que les nouvelles technologies sont responsables pour ce qui arrive à ce moment, 

work, work, work 12-15 h/24. Les corporations se sont habituées à ce que les jeunes (surtout ceux 

sans expérience qui doivent faire tous les efforts pour s’affirmer) donnent tout leur temps 

personnel, toute leur énergie pour arriver là où ils le désirent. Mais le temps s’écoule, les jeunes 

gens entrent dans ce rythme frénétique, ils s’y habituent et ils imposent ensuite aux autres -les 

nouveaux venus- le même style de vie, en fait vie de travail. 

Oui avec les nouvelles technologies à portée de la main ce style de travail se perpétue, tout devient 

possible de la maison, des vacances, de n’importe où. Si tu veux/si tu acceptes. 

(femme, spécialiste en PR,35 ans). 
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ii) « J’utilise Facebook, yahoo et gmail sur téléphone ces derniers temps. Je tâche de ne pas 

interrompre par ces consultations une conversation face à face (femme chercheure 42 ans). 

 

Par contre les jeunes admettent 

iii) « J’utilise Facebook, et gmail sur telephone ces derniers temps, plus à portée de la main que le 

laptop.Je vérifie mes notifications sur téléphone une fois à quelques minutes pendant la journée 

(spécialiste en PR, 35 ans  et étudiante, 22 ans). 

 

2. Pour toutes les personnes le syntagme pertinent pour définir leur nouvelle relation travail-famille est 

intégration 

Certains ressentent le besoin de clarifier les termes et le vécu subjectif: 

Vie/travail c’est un conflit si tu choisis ceci. Par ailleurs il est bien évident qu’on ne peut plus 

travailler sans faire appel aux nouvelles technologies. En outre dans la vie privée on a de plus en 

plus besoin des technologies mobiles (commande de taxi en ligne, réseaux sociaux, achats en ligne, 

instant messaging). Mais être à la disposition du patron/de la compagnie par l’intermédiaire des 

nouvelles technologies, c’est une question de choix. Il est aussi évident que dans certaines 

compagnies on n’a pas le choix; et plus que cela toute la communication interne, les messages de 

la compagnie, la manière de communiquer (presque subliminale) transmettent le fait que la 

normalité est celle imposée par la compagnie. Et les jeunes arrivent à croire et plus tard à imposer 

les mêmes règles aux nouveaux employés embauchés (femme, spécialiste en PR, 35 ans). 

 

Des attentes nouvelles reliées à l’activité professionnelle et surtout aux satisfactions personnelles se font 

jour suite peut- être à la précarisation du travail dans certaines aires telles le journalisme classique, mais 

aussi au changement de paradigme imposé par les industries créatives: 

Ce thème devrait être traité plutôt par des psychologues car a long terme dédier toute son existence 

à la compagnie a des répercussions graves sur l’individu. Mais ici nous parlons de la génération 

Y. La génération Z née a à partir de l’année 2000 n’a pas ces problèmes-ces jeunes changeront le 

marché de l’emploi. Ce sont eux qui grâce aux nouvelles technologies ne peuvent plus travailler 

un grand nombre d’heures. Ils sont la génération seconde qui résout tout très très vite. Ils ne voient 

même pas la nécessité de se déplacer au travail, ils travaillent de n’importe où car grâce à 

l’internet ils peuvent résoudre tout de la maison, ce qui rend le déplacement inutile. En outre l’idée 

d’être l’employé de quelqu’un ne les enchante pas trop. Ils veulent être des entrepreneurs, de 

travailler dans un domaine ou à un projet qui les attire. Le travail semble devenir une gratification 

(créative) et non pas une contrainte, un ‘spare time avec lequel on peut gagner de l’argent (idem). 

 

3. Un axe phagocyte l’autre. Même si on n’a pas ou plus de vie de famille, il semble que la maladie dont 

tous souffrent c’est une faim de temps: temps insuffisant pour répondre aux exigences professionnelles et 

désirs d’avoir aussi une vie de famille. La plupart se rendent compte qu’ils arrivent à être absent pour la 

personne à côté d’eux. Les concepts de télétravail et bureau virtuel compliquent cet équilibre fragile car on 

offre de plus en plus de perméabilité entre les deux sphères, ce qui entraîne des formes de travail et de vie 

privée totalement différentes. 
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L’axe sacrifié : il est évident que lorsqu’on choisit la compagnie on choisit en même temps de 

renoncer au loisirs, aux hobby, à l’amour, aux enfants. 

Tous ces composants indispensables de la vie en souffrent car on n’a plus le temps de les 

rencontrer. Mais on peut s’habituer à vivre ainsi en apprenant que c’est normal si la compagnie 

passe bien ces messages. On arrive à blâmer ceux qui se promènent et rire de leurs salaires infimes 

(femme, spécialiste en PR, 35 ans). 

 

4. Nouvelle vie privée: vivre couplé et découplé. En termes d’effets sur la vie privée on discute des 

conséquences paradoxales: proximité avec le lointain (amis virtuels en Australie et éloignement de sa sœur 

dans la même chambre). 

On est « plus couplé a la vie économique, culturelle, politique » (entrevue avec étudiantes en master 2) et 

en même temps au fur et à mesure que l’on devient citoyen du monde global on oublie la proximité, les 

liens avec les proches (infra). 

Le peu de temps -des minutes- passées avec la famille seront marquées par la nervosité. Ayant 

perdu l’habitude de socialiser avec parents et amis tout pleur toute question ou demande 

déclenchera la nervosité par le manque de patience par l’insécurité On ne sait plus ce que les 

autres aiment, comment ils passent leur temps. On se sent ainsi exclu, mais on n’a plus le temps de 

réparer les choses; dans beaucoup de situations on préfère  se retirer, s’emmurer dans sa solitude 

(étudiante 22 ans). 

 

5. Surinformation professionnelle et sous-information personnelle. L’individu  

découplé de sa famille est par contre couplé à toutes les informations nécessaires à son boulot, a un accès 

illimité aux livres, films, musique et peut interagir avec des gens inconnus à partir de nouveaux événements. 

6. Le discours de la praxis quotidienne reliée aux nouvelles technologies suppose une porosité accrue 

des frontières, l’interférence permanente des moments plus « intenses » (polychrones) avec des longs 

moments monochrones.  

Une journée de travail fait alterner messages audio, messages scripturaux, conférences en visio ou sur 

skype   avec des participants des pays différents, nombreux messages postés sur les réseaux sociaux (soit 

comme job description, soit comme moment de respiro pendant la pause de midi), instant messages (what’s 

up). 

La porosité des frontières est plus utilisée par les femmes qui emploient les nouvelles technologies afin de 

résoudre des problèmes « administratifs » de la « maison » (achats sur internet, programmation à des 

services médicaux pour les enfants ou les proches, etc.).En outre, au moment où les identités ne sont plus 

données une fois pour toutes, il est légitime d’analyser la manière dont les variables âge, genre, éducation, 

statut familial influent sur la « perméabilité » des frontières privé/public. Vu que la plupart des 

répondants/répondantes se sont axés sur l’usage des nouvelles technologies mobiles, il nous semble 

essentiel de continuer l’investigation au carrefour des indicateurs travail, famille sous-tendus par la 

dimension de genre aussi. 

 

7. Expérience emblème d’interférence privé/professionnel. Par la tablette, le smartphone, la génération 

Z est la plus avancée technologiquement. Les préadolescents obtiennent dans quelques secondes tout ce 
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qu’ils désirent: films  en ligne, applications en ligne, réseaux sociaux, blogging et vlogging. Ils sont très 

passionnés par les dispositifs de dernière génération. 

D’un âge très tendre ces digital natives testent et utilisent tous les gadgets : instant messaging, 

réseaux sociaux, email sur téléphone à la place des formes classiques (appels téléphoniques ou sms). Leur 

patience se limite à des secondes, et ils attendent que la technologie travaille pour eux. 

La jeune mère avec un statut professionnel de middle management rend compte de la surveillance 

à distance de l’activité de son jeune enfant au jardin d’enfants ainsi que de tout en éventail d’activités en 

famille fondées sur les technologies mobiles (infra).  

J’utilise la monitorisation en ligne pour savoir ce que mon enfant fait au jardin d’enfants 

(webcam) ; 

-je regarde avec l’enfant sur internet l’endroit où on veut passer les vacances; j’attends son 

opinion (il cherche la piscine, la pelouse, le terrain de jeu etc.) et après sa validation je fais la 

réservation ; 

L’enfant (de 4 ans) à son tour: 

- de la maison, ayant accès à mon compte facebook vérifie mon compte pour voir quels photos ou 

films ont posté mes amis ; 

-il joue avec ma tablette et mon smartphone. Il aime les jeux qu’il peut jouer avec d’autres 

joueurs en ligne ; 

-Youtube est son ami. Chaque jour il vérifie son historique en sachant qu’il retrouve ses vidéos 

préférées ; 

- Il joue des jeux à la télé ; 

- l’amusement du soir est de regarder des films récemment lancés accessibles en ligne; 

- même s’il ne sait pas lire il vérifie mes sms . 

- il sait mettre des DVD et choisir la langue. 

 

Par contre les mêmes vécus emblème, facebook surtout sont interprétés de façon différente par les 

étudiants par rapport aux enseignants: 

« Facebook m’aide à maintenir le contact avec les amis proches et à établir le calendrier des 

rencontres pour les jours à venir (étudiante master 2, 24 ans) ; 

« FB me maintient en contact avec des amis lointains, je peux les contacter très vite. Mais il me 

semble bien étrange de recevoir des travaux des étudiants sur FB » (enseignant chercheur 50 

ans). 

8. En termes de Qualité de vie, toutes les personnes interviewées sont unanimes à apprécier la rapidité de 

la collecte des informations: 

Je ne sais pas si on peut parler de qualité. Rapidité rien de plus. 

La technologie mobile t’aide à résoudre les choses plus rapidement et les résultats sont visibles 

rapidement. Si cela représente la qualité… je dirais plutôt efficience. Si un écrivain travaille des 

mois à un livre, cela signifie qu’il n’est pas efficient ? Je ne crois pas (directrice de communication 

dans une organisation internationale,38 ans). 

 

9. Intégration travail/vie personnelle. Changement majeurs 

Pour ce qui est des mutations majeures, les intervenants/tes préfèrent mentionner uniquement les 
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changements positifs liés à l’accessibilité (des infos, des achats etc.), à la gratuité, à la complémentarité et 

même superposition des tâches dans la course multitasking 

i) « Tout est à un click distance (l’alimentation, les livres, les maisons, les vacances). Tu ne dois 

plus te déplacer pour acheter quelque chose ou pour apprendre quelque chose. Donc ils t’offrent 

du temps pour quelque chose d’autre. 

La communication est gratuite dans les réseaux sociaux et les messages instantanés. 

On peut monitoriser son enfant par le gps du téléphone. 

On peut vérifier toute information reçue offline (rencontres, visites médicales, conseils des 

amis) » (femme, spécialiste en PR, 35 ans). 

 

ii) « La qualité du travail s’accroit à l’aide des nouvelles technologies mobiles. On jouit d’une plus 

grande flexibilité et accessibilité aux informations. Mais les nouvelles technologies créent une 

dépendance, nous tiennent « captifs » et mettent en danger l’interaction face à face ce qui à long 

terme peut mener à une détérioration des relations personnelles (femme, consultante en 

communication, 35 ans) 

 

iii) Dans mon domaine la nouvelle technologie est l’instrument le pus utile de planification 

d’organisation et de vérification de l’activité. Je fais la cueillette des données sur des plateformes 

en ligne et la grande majorité de mes taches este réalisée par l’intermédiaire des programmes et 

de l’internet (étudiante licence, free lancer en relations publiques, 22 ans) 

10. Le principal avantage (au niveau professionnel) semble être la délocalisation 

 

« On travaille de n’importe où ; on peut être aussi productif sur le lieu de travail que dans sa 

propre maison »  

« Beaucoup de tâches sont réalisées en route vers le bureau –réponses aux courriels, vérification 

de la revue de la presse etc; ce temps économisé peut être alloué à d’autres projets (femme, 

consultante en communication, 35 ans). 

« Cette flexibilité offerte par les nouvelles technologies mobiles se traduit aussi par une mobilité 

et productivité accrues. Les rencontres peuvent avoir lieu par visio conférence, on travaille dans 

des équipes répandues dans tout le monde grâce à la connexion par les nouvelles technologies » 

(femme, consultante en communication, 35 ans). 

 

Alors que pour la jeune génération le travail asynchrone est devenu la norme, pour les adultes âgés 

éventuellement free lancers ou entrepreneurs, le travail asynchrone ne s’impose pas comme une nécessité 

absolue. 

Même si les nouvelles technologies sont utilisées pour l’information, cueillette de données (périple 

à travers la ville en quête de diverses locations des clients), le loisir rentre aussi parmi les objectifs : retenir 

des billets, des vacances, disséminer des photos ou blagues (occupation des retraités aussi, quel que soit le 

sexe). 

Quant à l’impact sur la vie de l’individu, le développement personnel et la cueillette d’infos sont 

prioritaires, de même que la lecture des revues professionnelles, le contact avec la vie des sociétés et 

organisations (ordre des architectes, association des sociologues etc.). Le maximum de temps épargné au 

quotidien professionnel est relié aux opérations de vacances quand dans quelques minutes par internet on 
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peut réserver des vacances spéciales à distance d’un click. L’Internet offre toutes les solutions : des achats 

personnels ou professionnels, opérations bancaires, urgences, etc. (entrevue avec un homme manager,63 

ans) à l’envoi des aliments à des personnes dépendantes (entrevue, chercheur, femme 42 ans) ou à la 

résolution des problèmes de l’entreprise (le manager qui conduit sa voiture en vacances en Grèce et déroule 

en même temps une séance de travail sur skype). 

En vacances les nouvelles technologies maximisent le loisir tout en résolvant aussi des problèmes 

du domicile-réparer par téléphone son ordinateur, guérir un animal malade (entrevue avec une 

enseignante/chercheure ). 

Quant à l’impact sur la vie familiale, il semble que l’intersection des domaines est inéluctable : 

même à la maison « je consulte le courriel, je passe des coups de fil et prépare mes futurs dossiers ». 

Pour ce qui est des changements organisationnels, il paraît que l‘employé joue d’un jour à l’autre plus de 

rôles (un journaliste est chauffeur, photoreporter, producteur du matériel en temps réel, etc.) que l’équipe 

doit continuer de fonctionner, mais que chaque individu est lui-même toute une équipe qui traverse la même 

expérience difficile de l’intégration. 

 

Conclusion 

D’un côté il y a des personnes pour lesquelles l’usage de ces technologies maximise la quantité et 

la qualité des activités privées ; pour d’autres, l’extrême fluidité travail/famille, plus précisément l’absence 

de frontières spatiales et temporelles peut mener à un déséquilibre en défaveur de la vie privée, des loisirs, 

de la reconnexion familiale. L’employé anytime anywhere paraît déconnecté de la vie familiale et sociale. 

Il s’installe un sentiment de culpabilité par rapport à la vie personnelle abandonnée pour la vie 

professionnelle justement parce que l’on travaille depuis la maison.  

Ce nouveau contexte est perçu par les employés dépendants des technologies mobiles comme 

difficile et même très difficile. Mais en même temps la flexibilité a été définie comme liberté de négocier 

entre travail et loisir, en relations avec les obligations familiales. Certains employés affirment: « je consulte 

mon courriel dimanche soir   c’est tout », tandis que d’autres organisent des « séances de travail 

transcontinental en vacances en Grèce tout en conduisant la voiture ». La fluidité du temps, de l’espace et 

du contexte crée un milieu dans lequel les individus délimitent de nouvelles frontières et de nouvelles 

relations pour créer des formes nouvelles de travail et de vie privée. 

Tous les employés (jeunes ou moins jeune) se sentent gratifiés pour leur habileté de travailler de 

manière asynchrone (loyauté envers les clients et les institutions s’ils arrivent à résoudre la nuit des 

problèmes essentiels). Même les vacances ne sont plus de vraies vacances : un court coup de téléphone peut 

contribuer à résoudre les problèmes des collègues laissés derrière. 

 La qualité du travail et celle du binôme travail /vie personnelle dépend en fait de l’habileté de 

gérer la technologie et soi -même. Certains usages des nouvelles technologies peuvent être moins invasifs 

ou perturbateurs qu’une conversation en face à face (parfois on arrive à écrire à une personne qui est dans 

le même bureau afin de ne pas interrompre le flux du travail). 

Comme dans d’autres recherches récentes le binôme travail /vie personnelle semble fonctionner au 

bénéfice de l’entreprise et moins de la personne. Pour certains (les managers) l’estime de soi et la 

gratification par la valeur de l’emploi compensent l’unilatéralité de l’existence (« on peut pas tout avoir »). 

Même si les nouvelles technologies ont donné aux individus plus de liberté dans l’articulation 

travail/famille, il semble que l’effet est unilatéral (gain pour l’entreprise et perte pour l’individu s’il n’arrive 

pas à « bricoler » des solutions personnelles (et ponctuelles, compte tenu du cycle de vie). 
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« Il est bien évident que l’articulation famille-travail entraîne des ajustements, négociations, 

contraintes et contradictions entre temps de travail et temps privé, tous inégaux entre hommes et 

femmes. Elle reste alors un fort révélateur des rapports sociaux de sexe au sein du couple et de la 

société. » (Pailhé, Ariane et  Solaz, Anne, 2009 :24). 

 

Cette analyse tripartite travail/famille/nouvelles technologies mobiles doit être continuée par  

d’autres entrevues axées davantage sur les variables genre, âge, culture organisationnelle et typologies 

identitaires. On vise la continuation des recherches (Emslie et Hunt, 2009) sur la génération adulte, ayant 

mené à la taxinomie : identité de genre traditionnelle (vivre pour travailler pour les hommes/vs/ carrières 

de femmes) ; identité moins traditionnelles (travailler pour vivre pour les hommes et « femmes 

indépendantes ») et travailleurs pragmatiques. Dans le processus ambivalent d’empowerment, 

d’autodidaxie, d’expérimentation, effet d’une survalorisation du micro, de l’individuel, les « micro-

résistances » (tels que les vécus évoqués supra) « bricolages » (cf. aussi Granjon, 2014 :14-15) deviennent 

des actes révolutionnaires « d’invention de soi » (Castells). 
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DIALOGUE AS A MULTILEVEL CONCEPTUAL SPACE 

 

Natalia KRAVCHENKO4 

 

Abstract  

The paper explores the conceptual background of dialogue viewed as a compound conceptual space 

associated with the participants’ cognitive contexts as the main sources of its intertextuality. The groups of 

conversational concepts have been identified, including categorical identity concepts, operative identity 

concepts, interactive concepts, concepts-ideas, a genre concept, and social-semiotic concepts. The types of 

cognitive contexts “supplying” the concepts to the dialogue’s conceptual space have been established. The 

article also investigates the regular correspondences between the dialogue’s formal and pragmatic 

properties and its conceptual structure.   

Keywords: dialogue; conceptual space; cognitive contexts; concepts; intertextuality. 

Introduction 

Studying dialogue as a compound conceptual space connected with the communicants’ cognitive 

contexts requires a new research perspective focused on the cognitive-conceptual motivation of the 

dialogue’s pragmatic, formal and content structures. The dialogue’s conceptual model elaborated in our 

research integrates M. Bakhtin’s theory of heteroglossia and dialogicality of human cognition [21] with 

semiotic conception of Moscow-Tartu school [23], cognitive theory of discourse by T.A. Van Dijk [18], H. 

Sacks’ Membership Categorization Analysis [9; 10] and Positioning Theory [4; 17; 19] as a part of modern 

Narrative Analysis. Despite their different origins and substantial differences in research objectives, 

materials and methods, these theories construct the methodological background for the conceptual study of 

“otherness” circulation (M. Bakhtin) in the dialogical discourse; they study various cognitive contexts of a 

dialogue as the key aspects of its intertextuality.  

The principal research subject of the article consists in revealing the main concepts “imported” to the 

dialogue’s conceptual space from its cognitive contexts “providing” the dialogue’s comprehensive 

intertextuality. The research also aims at investigating the regular correspondences between the dialogue’s 

formal and pragmatic properties and its conceptual structure.   

In order to reveal such properties we have analyzed a dialogic extract from the novel “Herzog” by 

Saul Bellow5. 

А1. «Well, then, are you coming or not? Why are you so hard to pin down?» 

B1. «I shouldn’t go out – I have a lot to do – letters to write».  

                                                           
4 Doctor of Science (Philology), Professor, Kiev National Linguistic University, Kiev, Ukraine, 

nkravchenko@outlook.com 
5 Saul, Bellow. Herzog. New York: Fowcett Crest Book, 1970: 190-191 

http://yandex.ua/clck/jsredir?from=yandex.ua%3Bsearch%2F%3Bweb%3B%3B&text=&etext=741.g8xtKNR50yM-6E9blfLZTfAY3UlkfbXL77xg375HZTBS8mYRHpvedQgIZoYYNnFttR5vR8Y7Vsu0tjO76LZBhhNIBPKmJkpdBDH7PQ8YKLI.af45c43ef1344744ee0574f174aae37395ae987a&uuid=&state=PEtFfuTeVD5kpHnK9lio9T6U0-imFY5IWwl6BSUGTYko6y8IjcI8Z03eiU4sHc8n5RNIq5quI2A&data=UlNrNmk5WktYejR0eWJFYk1LdmtxckJWWThUcHlpYmZCd19BQ2w5YkQyc0g4SzFpUEUwc2xtWXdkUjYzalVtMzh5T1ZZME5IMDl0T0xIeDZ3QXNuQ253a2p5ZmxKeFpWd0o5ek0xRXk4ZGYxS2lpbmxMeC15NFQwbHJSTkFsZlBocHBjOGhUUk5UeGtYZ3UxajFzZHZRM0dIQzE4M2dxd2FvaFVCb0s1YmR0dEVZTWFCVjMwM01fc2x2VHNMU0R6aW4wQjNLc0FFZzVjQ1Nsekxod3pBX20zYVFrbXB5X0JSS0YxOUlyYzU2YjltMmVVbHlLVW1sT3M0Y2NNVmZaTA&b64e=2&sign=48bc2f10d8261bdc00d3655e3f9f6ae2&keyno=0&cst=AiuY0DBWFJ7IXge4WdYJQRJlt-zx8hWF1PWreWc0JH87C0RjF6WXNEJTLqAPxnyeN49-DsPVtMEn0Ty6Eq_pQuMh1aOTL0RvnCyh6wmmXTtXL8UX_GAd_kMrJ1LtiRGs_fnrB4Sb05B5XiprcSDiPBURYShDoJAry7REK8hhK3G1-HDmMLROsoybnc68W7tpc_xWwc0X2661RiVmShsYsbsB2GMvTYQ_a0wkyZEsKlR7_oSa11uxSihY9QHtQ6xmPfO-Y1g7hgll6hNcYX_fqA&ref=cM777e4sMODZ_bseNIiUXLLP1hUpxJxqqdCQfJejrraGP72O-8zFADsNse98WnHYHJ2ZgLA7OzVe5WoVooUuk1Ps3vmEYCf7HDOKq9DVUWqja0FwFDg3awE2BD83JpQiwe5OsB93KC6mPWyEvT1xqCacPlJ1cH0C&l10n=ru&cts=1436166783055&mc=4.989855285612153
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А2. «What letters! You’re such a mystery man. What are these important letters? Business? Perhaps you 

should discuss it with me, if it’s business. Or a lawyer, if you don’t trust me….». «Or perhaps you don’t eat 

when you’re alone.» 

B 2. «Of course I do». 

А3. «Well, then?» 

B 3. «Okay», said Herzog. «Expect me soon…». 

1. Categorical identity concepts 

In accordance with the theory of the language personality and conscience [1; 2; 20; 23] we view the 

dialogue participants’ identities as the parametrical cognitive structures composed of individual: concepts 

immanent to the extravert, aggressive, accentuated, rational, rigid, etc. psychological types, and group 

components, i.e. the concepts of gender, ethnicity, occupation, age, family / property / professional status, 

ideological affiliation, etc. Individual and group concepts determine identity self-identification and, 

therefore, the relatively regular and invariant patterns of participants’ communicative behavior. In view of 

the concepts’ significance for the identity self-identification, self-representation and categorization by 

others, we propose the term “categorical identity concepts”.  

The communicative behavior of A actuates the concepts of "control", "planning", "determination", 

"rationality," "dominance” revealing a psychological dominant of this participant. 

Considering formal conversational structure from conversational analysis perspective [7-12], these 

concepts are manifested by: 

(a) conversational relevance of all A’s moves (with except for the 7th replica in A2 Move);  

(b) side sequences used by A to highlight the unclear item (A3, A4),  

(c) summation formulae, e.g. a pre-closing structure (A1) to achieve certainty and specification from the 

interlocutor. 

A’s psychological dominant is confirmed at the pragmatic level6 . Categorical identity concepts 

determine A’s manipulative strategies to influence the interlocutor’s communicative behavior and make 

him perform the desired action. Manipulation implies a set of pragmatic means, i.e.: 

(a) A combination of positive politeness means (flattery “You’re such a mystery man”) and negative 

politeness strategies (indirect speech acts, hedging “perhaps”, mitigation “if you don’t trust me”) 

with face threatening acts: directive speech acts in Move A2 and direct questions in Moves A1-

A3, including those which contain negative assessment of the B’s behavior (Move A1) and put 

pressure on him to perform a certain act (Move A3); 

(b) flouting Maxim of Relevancy in 7th replica of Move A2 in order to switch the conversation to a 

‘safer’ topic; flouting the Maxim of Quantity: A is too laconic in Move A3 not giving B time to 

                                                           
6 the paper examines this level integrating the methods and research principles of the Speech acts theory [13; 14; 15; 

16] Positioning theory [4; 17; 19], Politeness theory [3], Conversational Maxims and Implicatures conception [5; 6], 

H. Sacks’ Identity categories’ conception [9; 10]. 
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come up with another excuse; at the same time A is too eloquent in Move A2 attempting to create 

a “common ground” with B and elucidate true reasons of his refusal;  

(c) the strategy of positive self-representation implemented by pragmatic moves of Apparent 

Empathy (Move A2: “Perhaps you should discuss it with me”), as well as by hedging, indirect 

acts, and other impression management means.  

Therefore, concepts of “manipulation”, “control”, “planning”, “determination”, “rationality” 

revealed by formal-conversational and pragmatic features of the A’s language may define A as the rational 

personality type. Besides, A’s speech marks her professional status (business affiliation) and “female” type 

of communication (manipulative strategy and genres of instructive discourse), with some “masculine” 

characteristics, i.e.: A takes communicative initiative, prompts B to continue the conversation (“Well, 

then”), asks direct, i.e. “face threatening” questions, etc.   

B’s moves realize the communicative potential of the concepts of “unpredictability”, “complexity”, 

“paradox”, “uncertainty”, “ambiguity”, indicating B as an irrational personality type. At the level of formal 

conversational structure B’s moves are irrelevant (Move B1), incorporate non-preferred pauses (Move B1) 

and are inconsistent: refusal in Move B1 and agreement in Move B3 are not logically related since they are 

not supported by intermediate part of the dialogue. 

At the pragmatic level, B reveals his irrational identity by flouting the Maxims of Manner (he is 

obscure in Move B1) and Quantity (in his moves he does not react to A’s reproach and advice and therefore 

is not as informative as it is required by the interlocutor).  

B regularly applies the negative politeness strategies, i.e. the strategies of retreating, being 

conventionally indirect (Move B1), neither sharing A’s wishes, nor seeking agreement or asserting the 

common ground (all B’s Moves).  

The participants, as evidenced by their speech moves, mutually recognize their categorical identity 

concepts. B is aware of A’s rational determination to dominate him and control his behavior. B denies his 

distribution by A in an identity category of “someone who needs help or advice” ignoring this line of 

conversation. Consequently, B’s indirect, obscure, insufficiently informative moves are caused by his 

unwillingness to be governed by A. On the other hand, A is aware of B’s irrationality and tries to clarify his 

answers. The line of B from A’s perspective is the story of a person who does not know what he wants and 

needs control for his own sake. 

Accordingly, the first aspect of the dialogue’s intertextuality consists of its relationships with an 

identity cognitive context determining the participants’ self and others’ identification with a certain 

psychological type or a social group including corresponding patterns of communicative behavior / 

categorical roles. 

2. Operative identity concepts 

Operative identity concepts have compound genesis. They derive:  

(a) from categorical concepts (generalizing the immanent personality characteristics); 

(b) from communicative macro scenarios of universal, ethno-specific or institutional nature 

(“Sacrifice”, “Macho”, “Cinderella”, “Ugly Duckling”, “Official”, “Superior”, “Subordinate”, 

“Nanny”, etc., revealing intertextual basis of the communicants’ role moves.  
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(c) from participants’ previous dialogic practices and meeting the socio-communicative 

expectations of others (distribution into identity categories with conventional communicative 

actions, common role pairs and agreed communicative scenarios, i.e. of “lovers”, “friends”, 

“relatives”, “colleagues”, etc.).  

All operative identity concepts are relevant for the positional roles performance.  

2.1. Operative concepts derivative from categorical concepts. 

The first group of operative identity concepts can be seen as an implementation of the categorical 

concepts of “Rational / Irrational” type. The concept of “rational” integrates the variables: “self-confident” 

(all A's Moves), “a reasonable adviser” and “a mentor” (“Perhaps you should discuss it with me, if it’s 

business. Or a lawyer, if you don’t trust me”).  

Besides, A’s rationality is revealed by her identity’s disguising under inappropriate roles for 

achieving certain goals. These are the roles of “a caring girlfriend” (“Or perhaps you don’t eat when you’re 

alone”) and “a trusted friend”, marked by means of positive politeness: flattery in move A2 (“You’re such 

a mystery man”), expressions of sympathy and understanding (move A3) and the use of colloquial idioms 

(“Why are you so hard to pin down?”) as an in-group marker. 

B’s categorical concept of “irrationality” is manifested by operative identity concepts and their 

corresponding roles of “unexpected” and “evasive” (Moves B1-B3). 

 

2.2. Operative concepts derivative from intertextual macro scenarios. 

The second cognitive context of the operative identity concepts is the “donor’s” sphere of intertextual 

storylines and macro scenarios of the role behavior disclosing the intertextual nature of participants’ moves 

and role positioning, e.g. sacrifice – selfishness, devotion of women – volatility of men, etc. 

Based on the role concepts of macro-cultural narratives the dialogue’s participants play the following 

positional roles. 

1. The line of A from A’s point of view is the story of a woman, able to care and give a hand (A’s 

positional roles of “caring girlfriend” and “trusted friend”). 

2. The line of B from A’s point of view is the story of a person who does not know what he wants and 

needs control for his own sake (A’s positional roles of “mentor” and “reasonable adviser”). 

3. The line of A from the B’s point of view is the story of excessive care and control (B’s positional 

roles of “unexpected” and “evasive”). 

4. The line of B from B’s point of view is the story of a person who wants others to leave him alone 

(B’s positional roles of “unexpected” and “evasive”). 

 

2.3.  Operative concepts derivative from the socialization dialogic practices of communicants 

 

The third cognitive context is the knowledge of roles and scenarios patterning a previous dialogic 

practice of communicants with corresponding expectations of congruent roles and agreed communicative 

responsibilities, e.g. “lovers”, “a married couple”, “friends”, “relatives”, “looking for compassion”, 

“accuser-apologist”. The concepts “delivered” by such context, are manifested by A’s positional roles but 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

22 
 

are alien to B, who refutes the proposed roles of “someone who needs care”, “someone who needs 

help/advice”, “someone who explains his actions”. 

Therefore, the aspect of the intertextuality manifested by operative identity concepts consists of 

dialogue’s relationships with the communicative cognitive context as the knowledge of roles and scenarios 

associated with certain psychological types as well as imported from universal intertextual macro scenarios 

and/or adopted to the patterns of previous dialogic practices of communicants.  

 

3. Interactive concepts 

Interactive concepts construct the participants’ interpersonal conceptual space, based on interactive 

context as the interlocutors’ mutual awareness of personal information, their belonging to a common group, 

the level of familiarity and social distance. Relationship assessment involves the archetypal conceptual 

opposition “own-alien” as a universal principle of the relations’ conceptualization. Based on the above said 

notion of dichotomy we identified three types of interactive concepts, i.e. two basic types and one mixed: 

(a) uniting concepts (“we are like-minded people”, “we are true men”, “we are caring mothers / well-off 

women”, etc.);  

(b) separating concepts (“I – You / They”, “familiar – stranger”, “friend – foe”); 

(c) uniting-separating concepts (“I am like you, but we are not like others”).  

In the dialogue above we can find two basic types of interactive concepts primarily introduced by 

A’s speech. Separating concept of “otherness” is verbalized by moves A1 (lexically, pointing to B’s 

separating actions: “Why are you so hard to pin down?») and A2 (referring to the mystery of B’s 

personality) as well as by competitive style of A’s communicative behavior, the desire to dominate the 

partner. 

Separating concept of “otherness” is a part of A’s manipulative behavior since the dialogue’s 

confronting strategy aims to highlight and eliminate the cause of confrontation then seen as subordinate to 

cooperative strategy.  

Uniting concept of sameness (“we have a lot in common”) as a cognitive base of the cooperative 

strategy is manifested by pragmatic moves of A’s Apparent Empathy and by positive politeness means 

including flattery and in-group markers to create the participants’ common ground.  

4.  Concepts-ideas 

Concepts-ideas of the dialogue can either match the value, identity and interactive concepts or be the 

conceptual manifestation of referent situation based on local situational and textual context in their 

projection on the participants’ situational models. Consequently, communicants may produce similar or 

different concepts-ideas, which depend on similarity or difference of their situation models, world pictures 

and perceptions of each other. 

The referent of the analyzed dialogue is the communicants’ relationship. The concept-idea of these 

relationships is different for both participants, determining the differences in their representation of the 

referent. For A the relationship is a mutual understanding, demanding concessions and commitment. A 
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imposes her concept-idea by direct and indirect speech acts, manipulative strategies and techniques and 

other formal and pragmatic means studied in above subparagraphs 1-4. 

For B the dialogue’ referent is the A-B relationships threatening his freedom and personal autonomy. 

B realizes that if he designates “his” referent by textual means, it will result in a communicative 

misunderstanding and a conflict. Therefore, B does not reveal his situational model neither by logical nor 

associative co-referent means, and his moves seem non-preferred and indirect, deviating from cooperative 

maxims.  

5. Social-semiotic concepts 

A social-semiotic concept is the key value of the dialogue revealing its intertextuality with a dominant 

institutional (“power”, “education”, “law”) or everyday (“common sense”) life ideology. It is recognized 

by a stereotypical (defined by dominant discourses or consumer ideology of “common sense”, etc.) means 

of assessment, conceptual metaphors, topoi, etc. which are metonymically associated with certain agents, 

institutions, situations, events and communicative scenarios restricting discourse creation and interpretation 

to socially / institutionally sanctioned patterns. Thus, A’s rationality is manifested in the dialogue as a type 

of common sense ideology based on topoi of “fundamental values”, while B’s moves are based on topoi of 

“independence”, “individuality”, “personality”, “dissimilarity”, marking individualistic discourse. 

 

6. Genre concept  

Genre concept or concept-scenario is a generalized representation of a discourse type: instruction, 

gossip, complaint, etc., structured by information about a genre thematic component, its verbal parameters, 

typical participants with their stereotypical scenarios, roles, relationships, goals and strategies; a cognitive 

structure of a genre concept is similar to the notion of contextual model by Van Dijk [18]. 

An extract above makes a hybrid genre of the instructive discourse incorporating the features of 

Advice and Reproach with typical communicative scenarios and their corresponding roles constitutive for 

these genre models. Both concept-scenarios are initiated by A’s moves: the genre of Reproach is implicated 

by a second part of Move A1 and Advice is explicated by Move A2. The most distinctive feature of the 

exchange structure is mismatch of B3’s Moves to the roles presupposed by these genres’ scenarios.  

The reproach normally predicates the second role part of justification, agreement or refutation while 

an appropriate second part to a move-advice is the role of agreement / disagreement or gratitude. However 

B’s moves are evasive, topically incoherent (Move B1) as well as too laconic and contextualized with 

additional peripheral topic which deviates from the genre concept-scenario (Move B2).  

Conclusion 

We revealed cognitive contexts of the dialogue as the main sources of its intertextuality, which 

“supply” concepts for the dialogic conceptual space:  

(1) identity cognitive context constructed by participants’ ideas about selves and others as 

psychological types and group members (categorical identity concepts);  

(2) communicative cognitive context as the knowledge of roles and scenarios associated with certain 

psychological types as well as imported from the universal intertextual macro scenarios and / or 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

24 
 

adopted to the patterns of previous dialogic practices of communicants (operative identity 

concepts);  

(3) interactive context as the interlocutors’ knowledge of personal information about each other, 

their belonging to the common group, the level of familiarity and social distance as well as other 

information assessed according to the archetypic dichotomy of “own-alien” (interactive 

concepts); 

(4) frames of the dominant ideological, social and institutional contexts as well as a consumer 

“common sense” ideology (social-semiotic concepts); 

(5) local situational and textual context versus the participants’ situational models (concepts-ideas); 

(6) genre prototypes pertained to a particular communicative culture. 

The concepts’ congruency and, vice versa, their incompatibility determine the types of cooperative, 

conflicting or competitive interaction. In the dialogue above the conceptual mismatch is revealed by 

opposed identity concepts (both categorical and operative) as well as by different concepts-ideas and social-

semiotic values which result in separating interactive concepts and in genre concept’s transformation caused 

by non-acceptance of conceptually based scenarios and roles. Therefore, the conceptual space of the above 

dialogue manifests an implicit conflict interaction.  
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Abstract 

This study demonstrates that the architecture of places of power in independent Tunisia is continuing the 

colonial configurations; matching a dominative and exclusive conception of power; that is inconsistent 

with the equity and sharing based conception of the value of independence. The analysis of the legislative, 

executive and civil powers' buildings establishes paradigmatic identity between Roman, Turkish, French, 

American and Tunisian configuration for the topological and morphological syntagms. 

Keywords: Tunisia; architecture; power; continuity; domination; reference; consistency; equity; 

dialogue; Independence. 

 

Theoretical framework 

From the Antiquity to the 18th century, architecture was defined according to the three vitruvian 

values: firmitas, utilitas, venustas8. Accordingly, the esthetical historicism values are: shape, structure and 

reliability9. At the beginning of the 20th century, the expectations became technical and social. In the second 

half of the century structuralism has attempted to explain the universal and singular interaction by semiotics. 

It considers that the configuration of space allows the exercise of activities, a system of signs, a chain of 

syntagms, summoning natural, human and spiritual registers of objects or paradigms for a specific 

interpretant10.  

Other approaches provided anthropogenic and cognitivist definitions of architecture, seeing it as a 

surrounding shape whose construction is manifested in destination11 or the computation of the levels of 

sustainability of settlement12. 

Power refers to ability and authorization13. Its function is to manage the public interest14. Since 

Antiquity, the types of power have depended on the number of its holders and beneficiaries: tyranny, 

monarchy, oligarchy, aristocracy, democracy, or isonomy15. Modern powers claim to be different versions 

of democracy based on concepts of nation, federation, community, collectivity, capital, environment, and 

                                                           
7 École Doctorale Sciences et Ingénierie Architecturales (EDSIA), Tunis 
8 Evers Bernd, Théorie de l'architecture, Taschen, 2006. 
9 Böckler Georg Andreas, Baumeisterin Pallas, Endter Söhne Edition, 1698. 
10 Rénier Alain, Espace : construction et signification, Laboratoire d'architecture La Villette, 1984. 
11 Van Lier Henri, Anthropogénie, un darwinisme des sciences humaines, Les Impressions nouvelles, 2010. 
12 Wolff Francis, Notre humanité. D'Aristote aux neurosciences, Fayard, 2010. 
13 Spector Céline, Le pouvoir, Flammarion, 2011. 
14 Platon, La République, Flammarion, 2002. 
15 Aristote, La politique, Librairie Philosophique Vrin, 1995. 
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so on. Hannah Arendt16 and Francis Wolff17 remind us that democracy is the collective participation to the 

centralization of wealth, while isonomy is the collective participation to the inclusive redistribution of 

wealth. 

 As a dimension of modus vivendi, architecture expresses the specificities of the types of power. What 

are the activities of power? What are their spatial manifestations? How are the manifestations specific to 

the types of power? Which type of power is expressed in the architecture of independent Tunisia? How 

consistent is it with political speech? How dialogue friendly is the architecture of power in independent 

Tunisia? 

The first activity of power is representation. As the action of bringing something in front of the eyes18, 

representation is the stimulation of sensitivity in general and that of sight in particular. Power is thus 

expected to use the tools of visual perception to manifest its identity. Perception theory defines matching, 

contrasting, proximity, similitude, simplicity and harmony19 as the laws of interpretation of identifications; 

and so is the power seeking the representative configurations of its identity. It appropriates the spaces that 

admit the visibility that matches its conception of socialization. For example, high contrasting would 

express more singularity. Consequently, a domination based conception of socialization and power would 

choose highest spaces: military barracks, churches' bells and mosques' minaret, corporations' skyscrapers; 

and/or fronts' excrescences: pope's, English royalty's and French socialist party headquarters' balconies to 

express itself.  

The second activity of power is influence. As the action of the stars on men's destiny20, the influence 

is the interference in behavior for interest. Power is thus expected to use the tools of ethology to manifest 

itself. The ethological theory defines the proximal causes, the ultimate causes, the ontogenesis and the 

phylogenesis21 as the laws of behavior production, and so is the power seeking incentive configurations of 

its identity. It appropriates the spaces that admit the exemplarity that matches its conception of socialization. 

As the ultimate function is the defense of territories and the attraction of partners, a domination based power 

would choose the rarest materials like marble coating, painted ceramics, wooden openings' frames, precious 

metals made equipment, and the most worked crafts like sculpted plasters, carved walls, wood and metal 

embossing to express itself. 

The third activity of power is conservation. As the action of maintaining unspoiled or in the same 

status22, conservation is sustaining the legacy. Power is thus expected to use the tools of ergonomics to 

manifest itself. The space appropriation theory defines the least accessible positions as the most out of 

range, thus lasting the longest23. In this case, power is seeking the distancing configurations for its identity; 

setting out of reach for sight, hearing, touching or criticizing; the most withdrawn implanting alignment. It 

refers to the separating limits from the public space, such as in Château de Versailles or in the Palais de 

l'Elysée, and the most isolating limits: high and thick fences topped by spikes and barbed wire, deaf doors 

of direction's offices.  

                                                           
16 Arendt Hannah, Les Origines du totalitarisme, Gallimard, 2002. 
17 Wolff Francis,Aristote et la politique, PUF, 2008. 
18 Représentation, Dictionnaire étymologique, Centre National des Ressources Textuelles et Lexicales, 2012. 
19 Saint-Martin Fernande, La théorie de la gestalt et l'art visuel, Presses Universitaires du Québec, 2005. 
20 Influence, Dictionnaire de l'Académie française, Tome 2, Imprimerie nationale / Fayard, 2005. 
21 Amy Mathieu, Les quatre questions de Tinbergen, , Revue des linguistes de l'Université de Paris Ouest Nanterre 

La Défense n°54, 2006. 
22 Conservation, Dictionnaire Le Littré, Redon, 2003. 
23 Saint-Martin, La théorie de la gestalt et l'art visuel, Presses Universitaires du Québec, 2005. 
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According to Charles Sanders Peirce in his philosophical treaty The Rule of Reason24, semiotic 

analysis is based on the interpretation of the signs of the cosmosphere, the material world, as a chain of 

syntagms meaning an object, a paradigm of the noosphere. The sign-object couple is relative to an 

interpretant, a cultural context, a psychosphere. The semiotic system of observation defines the syntagm as 

a structural element of complex entities, such as living beings, sentences, or any literally material things. 

The paradigm is the chosen version among the set of possible ones for a syntagm. Architectural syntagms 

are topology and morphology. Topology is situation, program and organization. Morphology is 

compactness, porosity and chromaticity.  

Visibility of domination based power expresses in high and far situations, exclusive program, 

selective organization. Equity based power expresses in common and melted situations, inclusive program, 

and pedagogic organization. Exemplarity of domination based power expresses in masters’ situation, over-

dimensioned program, deep organization. Equity based power expresses in collective needs’ situation, 

parsimonious program, shallow organization. Distanciation of domination based power expresses in snoopy 

situation, defensive program, and radial organization. Equity based power expresses in popular gathering 

situation, welcoming program, linear organization.  

 

Case study 

The studied places will be the legislative assemblies of 1956 and 1994; the presidential Carthage 

palace and the municipality of Tunis, and the Parti Socialiste Destourien (PSD) and Rassemblement 

Constitutionnel Démocratique (RCD) headquarters. 

The topology of the Parliament of 1956 is the beylical Palace of Bardo; the program of offices, 

lounges and meeting rooms; and the organization of setting the entrance far from the gardens' gate. Its 

morphology is characterized by traditional moorish style of compactness, porosity and chromaticity 

(construction system, atmospheres) except for the Republic’s flags. It represents hidden visibility, exclusive 

exemplarity and isolating distanciation.  

The topology of the Parliament of 1994 is the beylical Palace of Bardo as an extension of the first; 

the program of offices, lounges and meeting rooms including media; and the organization of public access 

at floor of hemicyclic assembly. Its morphology is characterized by contemporary post-moorish style of 

compactness, porosity and chromaticity (more cubic, small porch less voids, more and bigger windows, 

centralized air conditioning, golden marquees). It represents hidden visibility, exclusive exemplarity and 

isolating distanciation. 

The topology of the presidential Palace of Carthage is the situation at the periphery of the city, former 

French officer’s residence; the program of pageantry plaza, offices, lounges and meeting rooms; and the 

organization of setting the entrance 500 meters far from the gardens' gate. Its morphology is characterized 

by contemporary moorish style of compactness, porosity and chromaticity (linear with magnified special 

spots, no voids, few windows, indirect and linear lighting of ceilings, golden lounge). It represents hidden 

visibility, exclusive exemplarity and isolating distanciation.  

The topology of the municipality of Tunis is the situation at the top of the hill at the periphery of city, 

near the government's headquarters; the program of offices, lounges and meeting rooms including public 

celebrations space; and the organization of setting the activities on the half of the field, on three floors with 

the director at top, behind deaf doors. Its morphology is characterized by contemporary post-moorish style 

                                                           
24 Peirce Charles Sanders, The Rule of Reason, University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing Division, 1997. 
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of compactness, porosity and chromaticity (monumental entrance, emphasized claustra, big windows, 

marble coating). It represents universal visibility, exclusive exemplarity and intimidating distanciation. 

The topology of the PSD headquarters is the situation on the top of the hill over the whole city, 

aligned with the axis of the main avenue of Tunis; the program of offices, lounges and meeting rooms; and 

the organization of setting the director behind deaf doors, at the top of a two and three floor building, leaving 

a quarter of the field as front yard. Its morphology is characterized by contemporary modernist style of 

compactness, porosity and chromaticity (high bar on large base, no voids, large windows, simple weft and 

materials). It represents universal visibility, neutral exemplarity and hegemonic distanciation.  

The topology of RCD headquarters is the situation in the middle of the finance district; the program 

of offices, lounges and meeting rooms, including public auditorium; and the organization of setting the 

activities in a tower, standing withdrawn from the spiky fence and director at top floor behind deaf doors. 

Its morphology is characterized by contemporary post-modernist style of compactness, porosity and 

chromaticity (vertical bar on low horizontal base, no void, large windows, crescent and star's flag shaped 

garden, marble coating). It represents selective visibility, exclusive exemplarity and hegemonic 

distanciation. 

Before 1956, the political speech was based on the gradual obtaining of Independence. The strategic 

positioning of the political leader Habib Bourguiba was nationalism without anti-occidentalism or 

panarabism. The main illustration of this conception of power is the picture of the leader standing above 

the crowd at Bizerte in 1952, mobilizing them to claim their sovereignty. After 1956, the political speech 

of the president Bourguiba turned to complete French evacuation and territorial control in order to begin 

the setting of the economic, social and cultural modernization. The main illustrations of this conception of 

power are the pictures of the president in the middle of the crowd, unveiling a woman; and his radio speech 

asking for the workers not to fast ramadan at summer in order to be productive and drink fruit juice glass, 

in 1962. The president Ben Ali had to continue the economic modernization and to struggle against the 

political Islam threat and the repression of the civil society expression. The main illustration of this 

conception of power is the picture of the president promising behind his speech desk, justice, labour and 

freedom, to try, in vain, to shut civil riot in 2011. 

In independent Tunisia, the beylical situation of the legislative assembly, the French situation of the 

presidential Palace of Carthage (and its moorish style), and the beylical situation of the PSD headquarters, 

are in poor consistency with the cultural modernization's speech of the president. The equity based type of 

power advent with the Independence paradigm shift. The beylical situation of the new legislative assembly, 

the beylical situation of the municipality of Tunis, and the French situation of the RCD headquarters, are 

in poor consistency with the political modernization's speech of the president; the equity based type of 

power advent with the Republican Pact paradigm shift. The expression of a colonial, exclusive decision 

making and wealth redistribution dominating power would be irrelevant to the vulnerable, friendly expected 

power of Independence. 

 

Conclusion 

This academic work notably shows that the hemicyclic shape of legislative assemblies is particularly 

obsolete (Roman senate paradigm after Greek symposium) because it transforms democracy into a tyranny 

of the majority and tears societies in a left-right cleavage which makes them hemiplegic; it also asks which 

shape would better represent the popular will of state of Right. What would better represent the duty of the 
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legislative assembly which is programming the fair redistribution of public resources, realizing the social 

and territorial perpetuation? What about the dialogue friendliness of the state?  

Through associative activities, I advocate for the "understandable by all" (cognitively inclusive) 

representation of the duties and results of the institutions; which are the six basic services (the economic 

and social right) and their rates of realization in each territory. At each territorial scale, I envision a ten 

article based Constitution; a panoptic comparative monitoring of the situation of the development, and a 

powers and rights based urbanism.  Another objective is to strengthen the collective knowledge of stakes, 

the collective capacities to make evidence based decisions, including in the evaluation of public policies. 

Beyond the guideline at the address of the representatives (to advocate for more ergonomic public 

institutions), this approach would also strengthen the citizens' understanding of political stakes, the 

transparency and participation to the social dialogue and the installation of the territorial equity and social 

justice values, indicators of Independence and popular sovereignty. 
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE ETHICAL SLIPPAGE IN THE MEDIA 

Mariana TOCIA25 

Abstract 

The present paper includes an analysis of the journalistic discourse ethics in the publication Charlie Hebdo, 

in the light of morals’ defying and its consequences on the public. Though the limits of the freedom of 

expression are provided in the legal norms and morals, we identify in the journalistic discourse numerous 

deviations from these principles, insults, as well as ethnical, religious or gender discrimination. 26On the 

other hand, the satirical discourse is a social criticism and its purpose is not to make users laugh, but to 

warn or beckon on crises, like terrorist attacks. Though users know they read a publication of opinion 

which uses satire through cartoons and which has a certain political and religious ideology, we notice that 

their reactions in the virtual media are important, as long as there are thousands or dozens of thousands 

of appreciations, shares and comments for one post.  

Keywords: ethical principles, freedom, discrimination, insult, media discourse, efficiency, studium/ 

punctum, illocutionary/perlocutionary act. 

Introduction 

The terrorist attack from Paris on the 7th of January 2015 resulted in the death of ten journalists 

from Charlie Hebdo. One year later, the Brussels terrorist attack from the 22nd of March 2016 resulted in 

34 deaths and 198 injured on the Zaventem Airport, and Maelbeek metro station. These attacks used 

techniques and tactics that have been considered as “criminal, unpardonable actions.”27 It was not only 

about the number of victims and their intense media exposure, but as well the social media mobilization 

against terrorist attacks. “Je suis Charlie” is not just a slogan borrowed from the social media pages, but 

represent the public mobilization against the criminal actions, the cry (‘sluagh-ghaien’) for the human rights 

and values.  

Taking into account that the European values get shaped in the world of discourse and that, at the 

same time, by means of values, the European society is defined, a careful analysis of the magazine Charlie 

Hebdo is both useful, as well as necessary.  

Ethical principles and the free will 

According to Habermas, free will and practical judgement allow us to see the moral community as 

„an inclusive and self-legislative community of free and equal individuals who are supposed to treat each 

other like own purposes”. Accordingly, "the act of freedom seems to be connected with the awareness of a 

unique subject” (Jürgen Habermas: 20-21). 

                                                           
25 PhD, Lecturer, Ovidius University of Constanța, marianatocia@yahoo.com  
26  Freedom of expression may not harm the dignity, honour, and privacy of person, or the right to their own image . 

Freedom of expression has its limits and it is subdued to conditions, restrictions or sanctions provided by legislation, 

measures necessary in a democratic society.  (see Human Rights Act, art. 10).  
27 S. Ștefănescu, 2004, Media și conflictele (Media and Conflicts), p.51, Tritonic. 
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Although the freedom of expression includes the plurality of opinions, according to European 

conventions and treaties, it cannot go beyond certain moral limits. It is about the discourses on truth which 

open free debates, and confrontations of ideas. It does not include defamation, or political, religious or 

social attacks.  The recorded oscillations and slippages regarding certain political, social or cultural subjects 

in the media, raise the problem of the discourse ethics, situated between the Kantian paradigm and the 

ignorance veil discussed by Rawls. 

The Kant postulate stipulates that freedom is the key to explain the will autonomy through the two 

aspects of this concept: (1) negative or sterile, where freedom is the property of willing to act independent 

of foreign determining causes; (2) positive: freedom has its limits and it should follow immutable laws (I. 

Kant, 2014: 91, I. Kant, 2010: 225-262). As a consequence, morality is included by the author in free will 

and it serves us as Law, only if we judge rationally or call ourselves rational creatures, endowed with will. 

Thus, the awareness of freedom is connected with practical judgement and it becomes compulsory; 

violation of the moral laws is complementary to culpability (I. Kant, 2010: 69). Freedom is or should be 

complementary with the social responsibility, otherwise, it can generate social or political chaos. 

Defamation includes public contempt, and ridiculous things „reflect unfavourably morality or integrity” 

(K. Middleton et alii: 59). According to Rawls’ Theory of justice, „justice emerges if there are no social 

differences, in negotiations" , stipulating the „limitation of risks” (C. G. Christians et alii: 27-28) and  the 

correct treatment of the parties involved.  

Methodology  

The research method is the pragmatic approach through which we aim intentions, actions and 

interactions of emitters (journalists, creators of image, users creating content in digital environment), ideas 

transmitted beyond the media discourse, the qualitative and quantitative analysis of cartoons and the ethical 

slippage consequences on users. First, we identified the ethical principles or deviations, as well as the 

influence of stereotypes in communication, or that of psychology. At the same time, we applied the semiotic 

analysis of the cartoons and the analysis of the discourse and their consequences on users.  

We chose a corpus from the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, of which we have selected some 

pages published on November 2, 2011, in order to understand better the journalistic discourse, before the 

attempted terrorist attack in January 2015. For 2015, we selected articles from the online pages of the 

agencies Mediafax and Agerpres, and the publications The Washington Post and Daily Mail, which give 

reference to the texts and images from the magazine Charlie Hebdo, with the mention there were no shares 

on the satirical Facebook page in 2015, excepting January; for 2016 and 2017, we analysed both journals’ 

posts (the Facebook page) and users’ reactions and comments. The following questions helped me clarify 

the analysis approach: is the satirical discourse situated inside the limits of the freedom of expression 

(observing the ethical principles) or beyond them? Does the ethical slippage in the journalistic discourse 

represent an effective or ineffective perlocutionary act on users? How much do users blame or approve of 

norms or of ethical slippage?  

The sarcastic discourse between discrimination and insult 

          The cartoonists’ intention is to satirize aspects from reality or certain famous people, and „emphasize 

ridiculous situations” (Dan Petre; Dragoș Iliescu: 214-215). At semiotic level, both in the images and in 
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the text, the meanings in the journal Charlie Hebdo28 (2011, 2015-2017) are often negative or insulting and 

they instigate to hate. Insulting opinions are associated with caricatured people29, through a discourse 

included into the concept of cartoons, so much appreciated by French people and existing in almost all the 

pages of the journal. The pamphlet column that is repeated on the same page of different issues, „Le mot de 

Mahomet”, is an imaginary exercise, a „clown” representation of the prophet. The religious myth is 

deconstructed through a sarcastic humour, leading to ethical slippage in the journalistic discourse. At the 

same time, gender discrimination30  is found on many pages of cartoons with hints to the Muslim woman’s 

clothes and intellect ("cet automne, la mode aux imprimés: modèle <70 vierges>”, „burga rentrée dans 

une chaussette”, „mode spécial - femmes battues”, „en attendant le permis de conduire…tricotez la housse 

de la smart de monsieur”,  2.11.2011).  

 Dimitrie Todoran states that humour, print and illustration are intrinsic methods to willingly call 

attention. A discourse like that is based on suppositions; there is not a real, rational or even empirical 

evidence, and the abstractization process is emphasized, by taking distance from real facts (Todoran: 71-

74). Cartoons include a connection between simple humour, which does not request any evidence, and the 

sarcastic humour, many times  allusive, as rhetorical image. That negative portrayal of (all)Muslims through 

cartoons might determine a specific reaction of „unlaughter”, as it was called by Michael Billig (in R. Radu: 

172). On the one hand, „the joke” is not accepted and it is considered misplaced when it is included in the 

hate discourse (xenophobia, racial discrimination, etc.); it becomes a media bridgehead for emitters’ hard 

feelings, and thus, „we do not ask ourselves about the origin of harm, but about the origin of our intention 

to do harm” (Paul Ricoeur: 38-39). On the other hand, there are also situations when jokes are accepted 

and users are nor searching for real or objective facts, connected with the context represented by cartoon 

authors. W. Lippman  refers to the victims of such influence „when speaking about the judgement of a 

group, about the French judgement, about the militarist judgement… we might be victims of a serious 

confusion, if we don’t accept to separate the instinctive ideas from stereotypes”.  As a consequence, the 

influence can be so important that the stereotype „might be considered a biological reality” (W. Lipmann: 

104). 

 The consequences of the satirical communication under the influence of the ethical slippage 

 After the terrorist attack on January 7, 2015, when 10 journalists from Charlie Hebdo were killed, 

the editor-in-chief announced they would not publish any more images or cartoons with the prophet 

Mohamed. Nine months later, on September 18, 2015, after another terrorist attack in Paris, when 130 

                                                           

28 Charlie Hebdo is a French satirical weekly journal which assumes a provocative tone; frequently, the journal   

created polemics, and the most recent ones referred to Islam. The most disputed polemics were those regarding the 

cartoons depicting the prophet Muhammad. 

29 „Cartoons represent a biting and agressive humour, which, before making something ridiculous, criticize and can 

be the expression of a super-average aggressiveness” (Dan Petre; Dragoș Iliescu: 214-215). 
30 See European Court of Human Rights, article 14. http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf 
 
 

https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Hebdo
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
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people were killed, the journal published on the cover another cartoon: an individual hit by bullets drinks 

Champagne and close to him the message: „They have bullets. Damn with them, we have Champagne”31.  

On September 11, 2015, cartoons were published with the Kurdish child drowned in the 

Mediterranean Sea and also with the satirical discourse about the refugee crisis: „Les chrétiens marchent 

sur les eaux. Les enfants musulmans culent”32. Under the same circumstances, Aylan, the child who died 

on the beach was represented in a cartoon, near a McDonald’s billboard, together with the message: „Two 

menus for the price of one. So close to his purpose”.33 The positive aspects of the satiric humour which 

attacks social disorder, foolishness, abuses, etc, have the purpose to convince the audience to sanction social 

injustice. Satirical humour should generate laugh, not as a purpose in itself, but in order to change 

unpleasant situations and correct certain social and political abuses. A positive humour, translated into 

cartoons should be a warning or public awareness, for a situation which deviated from normal conditions 

and which has to be reformed.  However, the referential contexts promoted by the journal and excessively 

changed through cartoons prove that the satirical or black humour, generally induce laugh, emotion or 

pleasure into the consumers of macabre humour. Black humour is based on morbidity and absurd; it 

combines humour and anger (Dan Petre, Dragoș Iliescu : 213). There are also situations when  if we regard 

satire as social signal, the rhetoric of the images blames the social situation of the refugees, the death of the 

refugee children and poverty as consequences of the political crisis, hence the reference to McDonald’s 

billboard with the sandwiches and the image of the Kurdish child. As authors Dan Petre and Dragoș Iliescu 

state, cartoons allow a personal interpretation and they become insults for certain social groups, „even if 

authors’ intention was different”. 

 Charlie Hebdo published two cartoons about the fall of the Russian civilian plane in the Sinai 

peninsula, Egypt (November 6, 2015). Dmitri Peskov, the spokesman from Kremlin declared the satirical 

discourse „a blasphemy” or an insult for the 224 victims of the plane accident. One of the cartoons 

represented fragments from the plane falling to the ground, together with the text „Russian air force 

intensifies  bombing”,  referring plainly to the Russian military campaign in Syria against the terrorist 

organization Islamic State.34. 

  After the earthquake in Italy (August 24, 2016), Charlie Hebdo published a cartoon where two 

Italian men were full of blood, meanwhile others were caught by debris.35 The following message was 

written above the image: "Séisme à l’italienne. Penne sauce tomate. Penne gratinée. Lasagnes”, where the 

red sauce and the baked pasta represent a visual metaphor of the blood-stained victims and the lasagna is 

an allusive metaphor for the people caught under debris. The image is a sarcastic reflection on the 

earthquake victims and instigates to hate, by the hint to the Muslim prophet who might be the cause of the 

earthquake, as a journalist stated: „300 die after the earthquake in Italy. We do not know yet if the 

earthquake really shouted Allah Akbar <before shaking >”. There are more than 2 million active users, 

                                                           
31 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/18/charlie-hebdos-new-cover-spotlights-paris-

attacks-f-k-them-we-have-champagne/?utm_term=.95c8583b8bdc (27.01.2017) 
32 http://www.mediafax.ro/cultura-media/charlie-hebdo-a-publicat-caricaturi-controversate-despre-aylan-copilul-

sirian-inecat-in-marea-egee-revista-risca-sa-fie-data-in-judecata-foto-14713705 (27.01.2017) 
33 Idem. 
34 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3309902/Charlie-Hebdo-attacked-Russians-blasphemous-cartoons-

mocking-Egypt-air-disaster.html (27.01.2017) 
35 http://www.agerpres.ro/externe/2016/09/02/italienii-infuriati-de-o-caricatura-din-charlie-hebdo-in-care-victimele-

cutremurului-sunt-prezentate-ca-varietati-de-paste-23-24-29 (27.01.2017) 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/18/charlie-hebdos-new-cover-spotlights-paris-attacks-f-k-them-we-have-champagne/?utm_term=.95c8583b8bdc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/11/18/charlie-hebdos-new-cover-spotlights-paris-attacks-f-k-them-we-have-champagne/?utm_term=.95c8583b8bdc
http://www.mediafax.ro/cultura-media/charlie-hebdo-a-publicat-caricaturi-controversate-despre-aylan-copilul-sirian-inecat-in-marea-egee-revista-risca-sa-fie-data-in-judecata-foto-14713705
http://www.mediafax.ro/cultura-media/charlie-hebdo-a-publicat-caricaturi-controversate-despre-aylan-copilul-sirian-inecat-in-marea-egee-revista-risca-sa-fie-data-in-judecata-foto-14713705
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3309902/Charlie-Hebdo-attacked-Russians-blasphemous-cartoons-mocking-Egypt-air-disaster.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3309902/Charlie-Hebdo-attacked-Russians-blasphemous-cartoons-mocking-Egypt-air-disaster.html
http://www.agerpres.ro/externe/2016/09/02/italienii-infuriati-de-o-caricatura-din-charlie-hebdo-in-care-victimele-cutremurului-sunt-prezentate-ca-varietati-de-paste-23-24-29
http://www.agerpres.ro/externe/2016/09/02/italienii-infuriati-de-o-caricatura-din-charlie-hebdo-in-care-victimele-cutremurului-sunt-prezentate-ca-varietati-de-paste-23-24-29
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with comments and share, on the Facebook page of the satirical, political and secular publication. In 

connection with the same earthquake, on September 2, 2016, another insulting cartoon was shared, where 

a woman was caught under the debris and said: „Italiens, c’est pas Charlie Hebdo qui construit vos maisons, 

c’est la mafia36”. In September 2016, the Local Council in Amatrice, the town most affected by the 

earthquake called to court the publication Charlie Hebdo, for the insulting cartoons about the victims. 

Another case of insult is connected with the catastrophic floods in North Korea. Charlie Hebdo published 

(13.09.2016) the message: "La mort c’est toujours tabou (…) il faut aussi parfois la transgresser” and an 

image was shared with cartoons about Koreans floating on water and laughing; the text inside the image 

was: „Inondations en Corée du Nord. Des milliers de coréens sauvés par leur estomac vide”37.  

 One of the most shared cartoons, almost 12,000, with over 25,000 comments, on January 19, 

2017,  is the visual metaphor of death skiing38,  a hint to the problems created by massive snow and the 

earthquakes in Italy. The text which accompanies the image is Italie. La neige est arivée. Y en aura pas 

pour tout le monde”. The users are critical of the back humour displayed by the journal: "Je suis française, 

mais vis en Italie depuis douze ans et sincèrement aujourd'hui j'ai honte d'être française! Je ne suis pas 

Charlie”, "C'est absolument honteux. Imaginons un peu l'inverse: un terrible événement en France et des 

Italiens cyniques sur le fait... cela ne passerait jamais”, " regrette encore d'avoir dit un jour "je suis 

Charlie". Vous pouvez faire la satire sur tout, mais pas sur Les morts innocents!” (accesed on  27.01.2017).  

 When influence is exercised in both directions „from the majority to minority and from the 

minority to majority”, we speak about „the one-sided effect on the source and the target” (S. Moscovici: 

92). The efficiency of the satirical discourse about the subjects presented in the publication of opinion, 

Charlie Hebdo, on one side, receives an answer in the users’ confrontation, and, on the other hand, a revolt 

emerges, at least at discourse level. The revolt is to be measured in series or successions of reactions: a 

comment posted by a user receives dozens or hundreds of answers which approve of the user’s first 

intervention and disapprove of the cartoon. Influence moves from the creator of the images to the users’ 

inter-personal influence. If the user is a receiver of influence, only by posting a reaction which contests the 

journal opinions, the effectiveness of the journalistic discourse is null, as long as the cartoons do not 

provoke laugh, but users’ fury, "unlaughter”. We notice the convergence or the inter-personal consistency 

in the knowledge of users who blame the image rhetoric, even at metaphor level. In these cases, the process 

of influence is determined by objective norms” (S. Moscovici: 182); only the objective norms bring about 

the pressure to behave accordingly. The ethical slippage is complementary to the slippage from the public 

reality, "truth” is confiscated and users reject and contest media influence,  the meanings of icons and 

symbols referring to insult and discrimination.  

 In regards to the analysis connected with efficiency, we notice the same theoretical perspective in 

J. C. Abric: „the optimal effectiveness is achieved when the representation of the task corresponds to its 

                                                           
36 

https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/12367921796

77251/?type=3 (accessed at 1.02.2017) 
37 

https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/12465365553

69480/?type=3 (accessed at 3.02.2017) 
38 

https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/13966022270

29578/?type=3 (accessed at 6.02.2017) 

https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1236792179677251/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1236792179677251/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1246536555369480/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1246536555369480/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1396602227029578/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/106626879360459/photos/a.106706332685847.10430.106626879360459/1396602227029578/?type=3
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objective nature” (J. C. Abric: 184). Thus, in the above mentioned case of the metaphor of death, after 

natural disasters or terrorist attacks, the dispute about the representation in the media summons up other 

users who did not answer favourably to the media’s creative representation (minimum control)  and a 

"cognitive conflict” emerged between them and the media.  

In their analysis of the satirical and ironical images in the new media, Ana Maria Munteanu and 

Aida Todi focus on images which „separate text worlds from context changes, from/ and to the „actual” 

frameworks and mark their reflexion in the social images and discourse”39. Though laugh belongs to a 

cultural pattern, actual subjects translated through humour are connected with the cultural risk through an 

every day life perspective „exposed to society-performance and politics-performance”. At the same time, 

Ana Maria Munteanu mentions the risk of collapse and distrust of local   media „markets”, when the 

meaning of the social and political actuality vanishes, with the effect of „breaking the cultural and spiritual 

dialogue”, and determining  a type of communication „responsible for the ethical slippage at the level of 

common sense, with consequences in series”. (Ana Maria Munteanu, Aida Todi, 2012). In another study 

dedicated to the humorous discourse,  in regards to Caragiale’s work and the theatre’s reflection in 

contemporary journalism, Ana Maria Munteanu references the reader’s awareness; the author warns users 

who seem to be naive in front of the traps in the media, having  their own truth as subject of dispute: "Thus 

the mix and the caricature facilitates the comparison between  various distorted results of splitting 

prospects and editorial frames, a decoding technique to empower an over confident citizen (reader) to 

become aware of the “disappearance of reality”. Thus a reader might compare, laugh at and learn a media 

literacy lesson, warning on truth and credibility.” 40 It refers to the same efficient logics connecting theatre 

and everyday life,  which absorbs reality,  with the risk of destabilizing mental patterns, through grotesque 

humour: „the tendency to destabilize mental or social patterns through cvasigraphical, comical, tragical, 

horror and grotesque pictures, acting the spring regenerator of laughter and self-irony - thus, a counter-

movement from structure to antistructure”. (Ana Maria Munteanu, 2013: 15)                                        

 Image rhetoric is much more powerful than text, and the meanings of cartoons41 produce strong  

reactions challenging the public, mostly through a ridiculous misrepresentation of reality and through the 

redundant usage of the visual death metaphor in all the examples selected from the journal. Umberto Eco 

says that metaphor appears when a possible convenience or analogy is examined, and that is not a matter 

of pure imitation, but invention (U. Eco, 2009: 61). Analogies are not common; on the contrary, they 

insinuate things. At the same time, there is an image of ugliness (U. Eco, 2012: 133), death, pain, suffering, 

and physical fright, which become admissible for the public who is a fan of black humour and unbearable 

for the public who does not admit humour under the circumstances of terrorist attacks or natural disasters.  

  After the analysis of the ironical discourse, we admit that speech is implicit (indirect) because 

there is a difference between what was said and what the author really intended to transmit to the users.  

1. "Italiens, c’est pas Charlie Hebdo qui construit vos maisons, c’est la mafia” – The statement is an 

implicit illocutionary verdict, though the verb "to accuse” is missing; however, here, the journalist 

identifies Italians with the mafia and blames them for the ramshackle buildings which did not resist to 

                                                           
 

 
41 According to Dex, a satirical graphic where a person, situation, etc are ridiculed, by exaggerating on purpose  the 

negative features, a lame attempt at distorting reality. 



IJCCSEC, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2016 

37 
 

earthquakes. The cartoon about an Italian woman caught under debris troubles by the black humour of 

the graphics which mocks and ridicules a dramatic situation. We noticed that post was shared 27,000 

times: 34,000 are comments and 38,000 are appreciations (26,000 like it, 10,000 of them are furious, 

876 love the post, 471 laugh, 358 cry and 107 are amazed).  

2. "Inondations en Corée du Nord. Des milliers de coréens sauvés par leur estomac vide” – The first 

statement is an implicit illocutionary statement, like news informing about what happened (I inform 

you there are floods, I mention or affirm there are floods). Irony is provoked by the second statement 

(illocutionary implicit behaviour) correlated with the icons, where the author expresses his content for 

a dramatic situation and insults by the image of the Koreans floating on water with swollen bellies. The 

effect of the cartoon is: 744 shares, 263 comments, 5,200 appreciations (of which, 4,000 like it, 768 

smile, 209 elected the emoticon with tears, 70 love the post, 63 are amazed and 42 are furious). 

3. "Italie. La neige est arivée. Y en aura pas pour tout le monde”42 – Though it looks like a simple 

announcement about the snow (statement: I inform you about the snow in Italy and it is not for all),  the 

statement challenges through the implicit statement, an ironic warning to Italians or even a threat of 

death, by the visual metaphor of death coming to Italy. The analysis of the post shows it has 12,000 

appreciations: 6,300 are angry, 4,600 chose like, 760 laugh, 356 cry, 179 love the post and 76 are 

amazed.  

4. Another perlocutory cartoon43 represents the consequences of the attacks in Belgium (posted on March 

24, 2016): a blood bath in which Belgians seem to drown;  one of them asks: "Did anyone see my 

luggage?”, and another says: "Never on time!”. The sarcastic image challenges through spectacularity 

and grotesque humor: almost one thousand shares, over 500 comments, and 4,400 appreciations (3,700 

like it, 246 cry, 245 laugh, 172 are angry, 46 love the image, and 33 are amazed). 

 When emotions pass through the rational filter of the moral culture, the public separate slippage 

and rules. We are not able to learn how many people are indifferent to Charlie Hebdo’s posts; however, 

we can find the quantity and quality of users’ emotions and the forms through which the public approves 

of or blames the images and texts, by decoding the emoticons selected by users. R. Barthes admits 

images might be the object of emotions or intentions, and to look” (regarder)  is one of them. At the 

same time, Barthes criticizes the shallow subjectivity of the list of tastes, repulsions or indifference: "I 

like/I don’t” (R. Barthes, 2010: 22). According to Barthes,  the image spectrum  is the referent,  the 

target  "a kind of semblance” (R. Barthes, 2010: 15). Meanwhile feelings, involvement or the taste for 

what is represented are called  studium. When images please or not, but do not hurt anyone they are 

equivalent to studium, "the area of diverse interest, inconsistent taste, I like/I don’t” which summons 

up  half-wish and half-will. The element to break or mark studium (image study) is punctum, „leaving 

the stage like an arrow and comes to thrust me” (R. Barthes, 2010:29). It is about the moment when 

posts boil, when they hurt users (for example, punctum takes place when the public is furious and cries). 

Barthes calls that like a vague and plain, irresponsible answer from the public, in comparison with the 
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punctum which can be moral or non-moral but means "to confess” or have a vivid interest; in this case, 

the users have a deeper involvement in that matter. (R. Barthes, 2010: 42).  

   Implicit illocutionary acts – approval or blame, include perlocutionary acts, as answers, both in 

the text and the icons, represented by emoticons (smiling face, love face, angry face, crying face, 

excepting like), which are but the punctum of the image. The quantitative analysis of the consequences, 

in the above mentioned four examples, follows Barthes’ observations, according to which we can 

extract studium (the like, vague or plain interest which can represent only a notice and not a clear affect 

like the other emoticons, as well as emoticons showing amazement because we can’t identify here 

neither approval of nor blame of the cartoon). Of the number of appreciations, we analysed only 

punctum (smiling face, love face, angry face, crying face). In the earthquake situation in Italy (example 

1), there are 10,358 users who blame journalistic discourse (angry face, crying face) and 1,347 who 

approve of it (smiling face, love face). For the second example, the floods in North Korea, only 251 

blame journalistic discourse, while 838 accept it. For the massive quantity of snow in Italy (example 

3), 6,356 users blame journalistic discourse and 936 approve of it. For the last example (4), the cartoon 

with the terrorist attacks in Belgium, 418 users blame the cartoon and 291 approve of the image rhetoric. 

In conclusion, 17,383 users condemn the ethical slippage, while 3,412 approve of the discourse. 

 James Rachels makes the differences between moral subjectivism, when „a person affirms 

something is good or bad, from moral point of view” and nothing more („X is correct/ X is bad), and 

emotionalism, a more complex language approach, by expressing facts and information which have an 

influence on speakers’ behaviour (J. Rachels in P. Singer: 465-467). However, the philosopher admits 

that emotionalism could not justify the "judgement. Thus, Rachels says that, from a moral point of view, 

the correct attitude is the one approved of by fully reasonable individuals (J. Rachels in P. Singer: 468-

470). As a result, we have the following situations, when users oscillate between moral subjectivism, 

emotionalism and judgement: 

1. When users are convinced and approve the subjective appreciation in the cartoons; the purpose is 

achieved due to the perlocutionary objectives, through the illocutionary discourse, in the 

publication shares (J. L. Austin: 251-163). The perlocutionary act becomes effective in persuasion, 

when users approve of the ethical slippage, they enjoy black humour, laugh and react according to 

the emitter’s intentions.  

 Examples of comments on Facebook for the above mentioned cartoons: "Pour moi, le moyen 

d’expression principal de Charlie, c’est la caricature”, „Une chose est sûre en lisant les commentaires: les 

italiens ne comprennent pas l’humour noir”, "Ce n’est pas le dessin qui me choque…je ne saisi pas bien 

où est l’insulte…Charlie défend la liberté de penser”, "Excellent! Je suis Bruxellois et je trouve ce dessin 

parfait. Deux armes sont fatales contre les terroristes: l’humour et un fusil d’assaut”. 

2. When the public questions the post and brings accusations to the publication, by acts  of 

illocutionary discourse, a perlocutionary act is achieved (J.L. Austin: 114). However, it is not 

effective for the emitter because users have opposite reactions to the emitter’s intention (obviously, 

the perlocutory act is uneffective through the anger icons). The incriminating comments are 

effective perlocutionary acts among users, through positive answers coming in series and which 

approve of the comments posted by other users. Only users who militate in the same direction and 

toward the same moral values have a real cooperation. 
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 Examples of comments on Facebook to the above-mentioned speech: „Vous n’ êtes pas la liberté 

d’expression! Vous êtes la liberté d’insulter, d’offenser, dénigrer”, "Vous n’ êtes pas la liberté. Vous êtes 

manque d’humanité”, "provocateur, irrespecteux, sans valeur. Satire peut et doit être chic, mais pour vous 

la satire est une blessure”, "On peut pas faire satire sur la mort et sur les disgrâces d’autrui…Honte! Est-

ce que je suis Charlie? Pas plus!”, "C’est seulement une forme honteuse de lucre et un manqué de respect 

envers le peuple italien”, "C’est pas journalisme ça !”. 

 In the last four examples, the perlocutionary force (studium and punctum) is much more active  

for the public who blames the ethical slippage (17,383 users), compared to the public who approves of the 

magazine’s black humour (3,412 users), as it was mentioned in the survey of the comments and emoticons 

posted by users.  The cartoon about the earthquake in Italy has the biggest number of reactions (38,000, 

studium and punctum), compared to the four above mentioned cartoons. It is to be noticed the solidarity or 

cooperation of the users who objected to the journal’s non-moral discourse, through comments which attract 

hundreds of reactions of approval and which militate for morality in journalism. 

Conclusion 

Although the contexts are increasingly confusing and conflicting the ethical slippage in the 

magazine firstly refers to the approach of human tragedies in terms of black humour. The death metaphor 

based on black humour in the situation of the attacks in Belgium and the earthquakes in Italy, posted on its 

Facebook page, generated protests and anger from the Belgian, Italian and even French public. However, 

we can also record reactions that approve the magazine’s shares. If we consider humour a defense 

mechanism, according to Freud’s ideas, as well as a manner of sanctioning political and social injustice, we 

can find positive aspects of satire, such as that images that describe the refugees’ crisis, death, poverty or 

the wish for freedom.  

Nevertheless, media discourse may become a dangerous environment, when insulting content is 

published and challenged through psychological and verbal violence, suggesting offence and discrimination 

of all types.  Thus it has to be questioned not only for immediate reactions, but also for its global dramatic 

consequences. The relevant- but not a simple- question would be: may a huge social and political impact 

legitimate an ethical slippage?   
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REVALUING THE IMAGE OF THE ROMA COMMUNITY IN 

CULTURAL JOURNALISM.  

CASE STUDY: THE “DILEMA VECHE” MAGAZINE 

 

Alexandra CODĂU44 

 

Abstract 

Over the last decade the Roma minority has been represented as one of the most controversial issues within 

the Romanian public discourse. On the one hand, Roma people were the invariable subjects of cover-stories 

featuring negative stereotypes - theft, beggary, murder, rape - in the everyday production of news. On the 

other hand, aspects such as attractive portraits of gifted artists both in popular and elite culture, their 

magic capacities, the "wild" beauty of dance and music and the international celebrity of gypsy musicians 

made them legitimate performers of Romanian and (Old) European culture (with examples ranging from 

Grigoraş Dinicu to Maria Tănase, Ion Voicu, Gheorghe Zamfir, Johnny Răducanu, Ovidiu Lipan, Damian 

Drăghici, and many others). But the European integration process put emphasis on the ties of deprecated 

representations as radical otherness and the mechanisms of exclusion and discrimination of Roma people 

not only in Romanian press and society, but also in other European countries. It also contributed - on the 

basis of the EU acquis communautaire - to a more practical monitoring of the interdependence between 

social exclusion and absolute poverty. The programs, priorities and projects supported by the EC focused 

on the education of young Roma and the development of a young Roma middle class, aiming to increase 

their own capacities to redefine self-identity despite stereotypes, to put pressure on the authorities for 

support, and to develop and to fight discrimination and exclusion, especially given that Roma people are 

the most numerous European minority, comprising 14 million people. 

The present research aims to identify if and how the public intellectuals defining the Roma people in articles 

and editorials show signs of conforming to negative stereotypes or have a more comprehensive position, 

moving away from these older stereotypes. More precisely, this analysis intends to clarify to what extent 

society provides Roma communities with the opportunity to define themselves under the present social, 

political, economic and cultural circumstances. 

Keywords: Roma communities, Roma minority, identity, discrimination, ethnic group, media, 

communication, cliché, image, culture 

 

Introduction 

Due to its prestige and influence, the “Dilema veche” cultural magazine attempts to operate a 

change of paradigm regarding Roma communities. Actually, the publication tries to change the general 

opinion about Roma communities from a negative cliché into a new paradigm, which accepts differences 

as an expression of alterity. 

However, is a cultural magazine really able to avoid the trap of negative communication regarding 

Roma communities? Is this kind of publication able to escape the (negative) profiling, as a result of 
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historical exclusion, arguing with the weak progress in terms of education, cultural consumption, and 

standard of living? Have the national elites reduced the ghettoisation of social representation, keeping up 

the changes, responding to the claim of repositioning the Roma communities in a more balanced way, or 

reducing the influence of those mentalities still stuck in somehow unconscious expectations and 

intolerance? With this aim, my attempt was to identify this process of frame-building on the influential 

platform represented by “Dilema veche”, one of the most appreciated cultural magazines in the Romanian 

public sphere. 

In the framework provided by European minority rights, the media have played an ambivalent role, 

intermingling some of the (old) negative stereotypes with more objective frames of daily interactions in 

social sites - the street, the school, the job, the neighbourhood -, as well as warning the public about 

emerging groups and crime networks seriously affecting the safety of residents and tourists in European 

cities. However, the situation has evolved towards a more comprehensive mapping of the issues based on 

investigating and framing the routes of Roma migration  – especially of young Roma – across Europe. In 

these contexts some events have triggered press scandals, both in France and in Romania, as a consequence 

of evacuations by local authorities of numerous Roma families living in insalubrious ghettos on the outskirts 

of cities in France, Italy and other Western countries, culminating with the expulsion of Roma people 

established on the territory of France without legal documents. 

Old frames and new frames in collision 

Before Romania’s EU integration, the Romanian press did not aim for a reflection of their cultural 

and social values. On the contrary, they were tempted by sensational news and they cast ridicule on the 

representatives of a European ethnic group of about 14 million people. The concern to understand the 

mechanisms of social exclusion has not remained a priority in a tense political framework for the European 

Union, as the integration problem is more than ever marked by new crisis, as well as by prejudices and 

identity issues, cultural and social stereotypes, under the present circumstances: massive waves of refugees 

and migrants. 

Over the past decade, certain media speeches have been advocating the idea that the Roma should 

have the possibility to define their own identity and status. This cannot happen by itself, but requires 

important changes in both directions: another dynamic between the majority and the minority by 

implementing education policies, a better connection between research and social development, and last 

but not least, by involving decision makers and opinion influencers,  namely, the cultural press and public 

intellectuals, including journalists, in changing mentalities. 

Given the complex cultural context of the integration, similarities and differences may interfere 

and also collide. The media discourse about Roma communities follows the same pattern. The current study 

aims to identify this intermingling of old and new trends. On the one hand, there is the pressure of civil 

society for democratic pluralism, including certain journals that promoted more realistic identity 

benchmarks, more related to the process, on the other hand there is the influence of old stereotypes that 

journalists and public intellectuals have maintained as mentality frameworks.  

In Romania, there are publications whose pages created the premises of a speech where Roma 

identity is positively reconsidered and where a noticeable transfer, from a negative to a balanced 

representation, takes place in the area of public speech about them (for example, “DoR” magazine, “Revista 

22” magazine, “Dilema veche” cultural magazine). 

In this study I identified ways in which the politics of representation are formed in relation to  

concept creators, given that intellectuals are opinion leaders. I worked on a number of articles selected from 
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the “Dilema veche” magazine between June 2006 and January 2008. Why did I choose a cultural magazine, 

more precisely “Dilema veche”, and not an audio-visual “fragment”? It was because that kind of publication 

is built and defined through a critical and reflexive approach, including: a) positioning through values and 

concepts, b) argument structure upstream of public speech; an intellectual pattern; c) defining a structure 

which opinion experts send to disseminate downstream represented by societal semiosis. It is also important 

that the publication, due to its prestige, is a body of official recognition vs. criticism / unrecognition of 

public policies, so it can fulfil the role of gatekeeper, from its position of forum of ideas, and intellectual 

and moral values.  

Roma communities - social and educational status in Romania 

A third of the Roma minority in Romania have completed a secondary level of education, more 

precisely, only 33%. However, almost half of them have only graduated primary school. According to the 

data in the Romanian Government strategy about the inclusion of Romanian citizens of Roma origin, for 

the period 2011-2020, the majority of Roma live on the outskirts. We are talking of about 83% of them, 

while 77% live in compact communities. The lack of property documents for the houses and lands of the 

Roma communities leads to a similar lack for future generations, meaning that, in the  long term, we 

perpetuate social exclusion and limited access to social assistance services, medical assistance, education, 

and actually, to all citizens’ rights, as it is mentioned in a project entitled “Legal and equal in the labour 

market for Roma communities”, cited in the Romanian Government Strategy of inclusion of the Roma and 

citizens of Roma origin. 

According to the surveys conducted by the National Council for Fighting Discrimination (CNCD) 

and the ProDemocraţia organization, cited in the document issued by the Government and the National 

Agency for the Roma, prejudices against the Roma have diminished since the early 2000s. In spite of all 

these, the Roma continue to be discriminated in everyday life, and the phenomenon of discrimination 

features more noticeably in their relationship with public institutions and in the labour market, where the 

Roma are treated “worse” than other minorities.  

The fact that the Roma represent the main topic of some speeches can be also noticed at an 

international level. As it was mentioned in a report issued by Human Rights Watch (HRW), published in 

2011, the total observance of human rights faces different challenges in the EU: increasing intolerance (seen 

in measures against the Roma, Muslims and immigrants), abusive policies of fighting terrorism, limited 

access to asylum and unequal protection against discrimination. 

The media discourse about the Roma oscillates between the construction of a distorted image, 

stigmatization and dissemination of negative stereotypes, on one side, and tolerance, understanding and 

identity reconsideration, which is sometimes wrongly understood and incorrectly applied, on the other side. 

At present, the multitude of expressions, definitions and analyses referring to the Roma can be seen as an 

identity mosaic, permanently under construction. Otherwise, the historical, political, social, cultural and 

economic background of a country where democracy does not have a tradition contributes to a large extent 

to the permanent reconsideration of this mosaic, positioning Roma communities in different contexts as a 

national minority, either at the centre of the world or at the outskirts.   

More than that, there is no clear definition of national minority generally accepted in international 

legislation. As it is mentioned in the work “Balanţă interculturală. Coabitare şi climat. Armonie etnică în 

regiunea de sud-est a României” (Intercultural balance. Cohabitation and climate. Ethnic harmony in the 

south-east of Romania), “in the 47th session of the Committee for human rights of the UNO Economic and 

Social Council in 1991, as there was no agreement, the difficulty of this approach was recognized by the 
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participants. The explanatory report of the Framework for the protection of national minorities finds that 

«no definition of the notion of national minority is included in the Frame Convention. It was agreed to 

adopt a pragmatic approach, based on the recognition of the fact that, in this study, it is impossible to agree 

on a definition able to meet the general support of  all the member states of the European Council»” 

(Munteanu et al, 2010: 18).  

When speaking about the representatives of the Roma, we should take into consideration the fact 

that there are possible changes and distortions in the public speech, and, more than that, we should not 

forget that these operations are most frequently unconscious. The reason is that, at the level of collective 

mentality, a series of prejudices act to place the Roma in the area of the ridiculous and objectionable. It is 

interesting to mention that in post-communist Romania, and mainly after 2000, the public speech about the 

Roma as a minority actually represents an active project of self-construction.  

The concept of social order seems to be “restored” when speaking about the Roma. Meanwhile, 

media speeches are built, within frameworks where the main subject is represented by the Roma, around 

the idea of identity, alterity, discrimination and multiculturalism. More or less consciously, those who are 

the majority will contribute to designing an ethnic limitation of the Roma, a situation considered either 

unpleasant by them, or accepted with resignation and serenity. However, beyond the ethnic limitation, the 

Roma are mostly limited by their own culture and identity. This is due both to the stereotypically negative 

opinion of the majority, and the political, social and cultural deviation, whose main victims are at present 

the Roma. It is also to be mentioned that media culture also takes part in creating social connections, 

together with direct contacts between people. “Media culture helps create a model of the general view on 

the world and the main values: it defines what is considered to be good or bad, positive or negative, moral 

or immoral” (Kellner, 2001: 14). Thus, it is interesting to observe to what extent media culture prevails on 

the contacts between individuals coming from different cultures and ethnic groups, leading either to 

increasing differences and discrimination or, on the contrary, to their tolerance for alterity. Further on, 

Kellner’s considerations regarding the influence of media culture upon individuals underline some 

fundamental problems: “Media histories and images come with the symbols, myths and resources which 

help create a common culture of the majority of individuals in many parts of the present world. Media 

culture comes with materials with which identities are created, through which individuals themselves join 

techno-capitalist societies and produce a new form of global culture.” (Kellner, 2001: 14). The cognitive 

structures developed and cultivated by a society also represent the result of the information, image and 

sound flow entering the individuals’ houses and which, maybe sometimes more than it is necessary, 

integrate as systems of values, for which social individuals do not suggest any value judgements. In other 

words, they sometimes do not distinguish between value and non-value, and between truth and semblance. 

In this context, they accept any model of identity proposed by the media as valuable, and they do not make 

any effort to overcome social reflexes and clichés, accepting, by consequence, a series of surrogates empty 

of meaning. On the other side, speech might put a positive and educative social pressure on individuals. 

In a debate on the Roma subject and, implicitly, on identity, it is necessary to mention Richard 

Jenkins’s analysis of the concept of identity in the work “Social identity”: “[…] identity can only be 

understood as a process. As «being» or as «becoming» someone’s social identity – actually, someone’s 

social identities, as we can speak about us both in the  singular and in the plural – it is never ending and 

never totally clarified” (Jenkins, 2000: 11). The same Jenkins thinks that “social identity” is actually 

connected with the manners of the individuals and collectivities are different, in their social relations with 

other individuals and other collectivities: “It consists in settling systematically and meaningfully - between 

individuals, between collectivities and individuals, between individuals and collectivities – some relations 
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of similarity or difference. Considered together, similarity and difference are the dynamic principles of 

identity” (Jenkins, 2000: 12). The identity of the Roma can be actually built at the crossroads between 

similarities and differences, between the majority and minorities. 

In 2000, Rome, Italy, the Roma represented an attractive and controversial subject, albeit a 

neglected one. From the viewpoint of the journalistic approach, which is always based on competition, there 

was not always to be noticed a direction to problems and solutions regarding this minority. On the contrary, 

many speeches were based exclusively on negative communication and the sensational. 

The speech about the Roma, between cliché and the active project of self-construction 

Especially in the last decade, what could be seen in the architecture of the identity speech about the 

Roma was the fact that they are still facing discrimination, as they are assimilated and accepted with 

difficulty by a society marked, paradoxically, by the episteme of diversity. The Roma are more likely to be 

“talked” about by means of a series of stereotypical ideas and prejudices, some of which, one way or 

another, spread strongly and show intolerance and discrimination, and we understand by discrimination 

“the behaviour which results from applying stereotypes and prejudices; a treatment of people only based 

on the their belonging to a group or social category”. (Neculau, 2003: 270-271). Discrimination is the 

result of combining prejudice with stereotype, in someone’s (or a group’s) behaviour towards other people 

(or group). Maybe that is whythe signs of adversity and ridicule often seem to prevail when speaking about 

the Roma culture, traditions, customs, costume and language. In the work “Fundamental concepts in 

communication sciences and cultural studies”, discrimination is also defined as an expression of prejudiced 

attitudes. However, according to some studies, discrimination sometimes comes from the social context. 

“[…] some studies have shown that discrimination is not always a consequence of prejudice, but it depends, 

mostly, on the social context. The explanations for prejudices are numerous and various, according to the 

measure of the prejudice, inside the group and between groups” (O’Sullivan, 2001: 259). Roma 

discrimination is still a complex phenomenon in Romania, with roots in centuries of slavery of this ethnic 

group, and discrimination is still developing conspicuously. What is important is that Roma discrimination 

has a great potential for creating social and political crises, and, more than that, it can give rise to contention 

in public speech at any moment. 

It is also important to mention that according to the European Commission “huge gaps exist 

between Roma people and the rest of the population concerning education, health, employment, and access 

to decent housing and essential services. Closing these gaps is crucial to improving the lives of the Roma 

people” (European Union, 2011: 5).  

The imperative of identity reconsideration vs. leaving the ethnic group 

  The Roma minority has represented more than the subject of some public policies, either at a 

national or an international level, in debates or workshops. This minority has almost always been in the 

“limelight”, through the light of what we call the construction of identity and image, with all the predicted 

consequences. In time, what could be noticed in the public speech was a transfer from the negative to the 

balanced and thus the dynamic of the representation of this minority changed. Concretely, the 

representatives of this ethnic group no longer appear as images of evil, but as social partners who re-define 

themselves, consciously or not, in terms of identity. It is noticeable that, in this reconsideration, the Roma 

often resorted to hiding the old identity marks. In other words, they sometimes chose to “forget”, 

voluntarily, the labels assigned to them and their ethnic group. “Dynamic identity means a permanent 
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reconsideration of the borders, the relations between me and the others, between logos and cosmos, 

between public and private”, asserts Daniela Rovenţa Frumuşani (cited by Miroiu, 2002: 189). The Roma 

enlarged their own frontiers, through their interaction with others, but also through the media, which have 

the power to create an archaeology of ideas in the public space. Irrespective of the character of the media - 

spectacular, demonstrative or explanatory -, it maintained a vivid interest in the majority of Roma 

institutions. Beside the need of building a social identity, the Roma also “faced” identity trauma, most of it 

provoked by the dominant policy in society in regards to them.  

In contemporary society, mostly defined by the flexibility of paradigms, as well as by new 

configurations of what we call differences and alterity, and crises of values and systems, the Roma are 

facing an “identity in movement”. Reconsidering their ethnic identity, they implicitly reconsider their 

cultural identity, meaning a symbolic multi-perspective which, at speech level, was and still is very much 

exploited. This speech was placed, according to the context, in different systems of mediation, which 

individuals took over in their own cultural environment, where they belong and live, according to the 

dominant values, for comparison. It should also be mentioned that in the collective mentality the Roma 

appear not only as an object of contempt, but also as a definition and representation of “the other”, with 

“the other” meaning, in this context, “different”, “difference”, what is outside and is not to be assimilated, 

a reflex of contemporary society, born from a “determined thinking”. 

In recent media, discrimination and Roma social inclusion, as well as the imperative of 

reconsidering their identity, have generated an area of interaction which is generous to say the least. On this 

occasion, a multitude of negative stereotypes emerged, promoted involuntarily, even by those who 

supported the integration of the Roma in society by accepting differences. Sometimes, the negative clichés 

also emerged from the area of positive discrimination of the Roma. Obviously, these problems have been 

fed by a continuum of images, facts and actions; thus, sometimes, the receivers of these messages did not 

differentiate between truth and non-truth, between a limited view of the matter and a multiple approach. 

It is also important that the media have, at least theoretically, the opportunity to mediate the 

experience of integrating the Roma into the cultural space of the majority. Obviously, during this process, 

often a failure, what mattered most was the cultural knowledge assimilated, both by the minority and the 

majority, the historical heritage, tradition and power context. By mentioning here cultural knowledge, it is 

opportune to emphasize that  the cultural phenomenon is seen today as a determining part, and not only 

determined by social activity, meaning a significant sphere for reproducing the inequity of social power” 

(O’Sullivan, 2001: 95). In other words, cultural knowledge, as well, might be considered one of the reasons 

which permitted the full development of the relations of social inequity between the minority and the 

majority. However, contemporary society accepts and adapts enthusiastically to newer and newer frames, 

converting the new cultural systems to the traditional ones, so we should not be surprised by the tendency 

to participate in the reconsideration of Roma identity by encouraging the acculturation of minorities. 

Methodology 

The purpose of the present research consists in understanding how social and identity-cultural 

problems are presented in the pages of a cultural magazine specialized in subject issues. The study pursues 

the architecture of the multi-perspective identity speech, through which the Roma ethnic group “becomes 

human”, and a more accessible reality to individuals. Several materials have been selected from various 

issues of the “Dilema veche” magazine, between June 2006 and January 2008. The selection of this corpus 

is motivated by the fact that this is one of the oldest cultural publications in post-communist Romania 

(1993). The seven materials selected for the present analysis are distributed in separate columns of the 
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journal, as follows: “Tema săptămânii” (The weekly issue), “La zi în cultură” (Cultural update) and “La 

faţa locului” (On the spot). The selected articles are mainly opinions rather than scientific approaches, in 

spite of the fact that they also include statistics and precise information about the Roma. All the selected 

articles represent a critical mass of speech, reflecting editorial decisions on assigning editorial space to 

Roma-related subjects. These materials assume the responsibility and competence to diagnose the problems 

of the Roma, at key moments: before and after Romania joined the European Union. The “Dilema veche” 

magazine represents a mosaic of ideas, reflecting the experts’ argument beyond the culture journal, through 

the connections between the opinion formers who write here and the academic world, as well as the social 

and cultural environment. 

The subjects of the Roma minority 

Presented exclusively as verbal expression, the Roma minority appears represented in this identity 

construct through typologies. The latest are evaluated by the subjects presented and elaborated in the 

“Dilema veche” cultural magazine, more precisely: corporality, social status, professional training, identity 

challenge. It is worth mentioning that there is no stereotypical “frozen” image, but a symbolic dynamic, as 

it emerges from the selected materials. This indicates that the publication intends to promote a new 

convention of representing the Roma. 

The case study in the present paper begins with some fundamental hypotheses, as follows: if the public 

debate about the Roma is achieved through various perspectives, including that of the Roma, and the 

capacity of defining them is no longer a monopoly of the state, the media, the specialists and the Roma 

themselves, but a construction of many voices, there is a chance of: 

1. a real democratization, respect for alterity 

2. social, cultural and economic policies 

3. humanization of the ethnic group: opportunity granted to the ethnic group to define their own image 

If we acknowledge the asymmetries developed in the course of history, which has the capacity to 

define the Roma, and if the self-image of an ethnic group is a cultural construct, then the public speech 

should reflect diversity, both in legislations which support the conflictual relationships, crises and changes 

necessary for the Roma in Romania and Europe, and as a framework where, beside appreciations, 

evaluations and opinions, convergent with the idea of change, situations develop where mentalities 

connected with a negative speech towards the Roma are reflected. The analysed speeches reflect both 

tendencies. 

 

 “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…”, Oana Chelaru-Murăruş - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, 30 iunie 2006 

(“Little-big «Roma epic»…”, Oana Chelaru-Murăruş - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, 30 June 2006) 

 

The article “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…”, “Little-big «Roma epic»…” speaks about the 

identification of the Roma community through the perspective of the “clichés used in building a negative 

alterity”. The material emphasizes the communication element which continues to be more obvious as 

reality, but mostly as a problem. This is caused, on the one hand, by “the prolonged status of slaves” of the 

Roma and, on the other hand, by the history of mentalities on the Romanian territory, the determined 

mentalities where the Roma have always had an inferior position at the outskirts. 

Oana Chelaru-Murăruş pleads for restoring the social system through the reconsideration of the 

representation system in the Romanian language, which brings, according to the examples brought by the 

author of the article, a huge image prejudice to the Roma minority: “numerous deprecatory meanings (ed. 
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–for the word “gypsy”) reflect the contemptuous perspective of the majority towards a social–cultural 

category, considered to be inferior”. More than that, in “Mica-mare «ţiganiadă»…” it is also mentioned that 

the ethnonym “gypsy” has the richest lexical family: about 30 derivatives, most of them with pejorative 

meanings, and, more than that, used as insulting epithets: “you are a gypsy!”. 

Through this contemptuous and pejorative language, the majority show, in their relationship with 

the Roma, a type of violence whose power is developed in violent words. Focusing on problems, but less 

on solutions, the article in “Dilema veche” explains why neither the use of the ethnonym “gypsy”, nor the 

authonym “Roma” represents a problem in itself, but the contexts, where the words are evaluated and loaded 

with exclusively negative meanings, do. The fact that the Roma are turned, in general, into negative 

characters” shows that the majority and the Roma minority cannot be considered equal competitors in any 

case. Regarding the meanings of communication, the article in “Dilema veche” abounds in references to 

the ethnic group and language, designed as a manner of social protection for the Roma. However, John 

Keane considers that “the power of mass means of communication in modelling our lives is limited” and 

that “in spite of their profoundly manipulative character, they will remain only means of communication 

and controversies” (Keane, 2000: 152). From this point of view, the article seduces readers with its 

potential to create controversies, but precisely with the intention of shifting from the negative to the 

balanced concerning the Roma. 

 

“Ecourile de azi ale robiei”, Delia Grigore - “Dilema veche”, nr. 141, 6 octombrie 2006 (“Present-day 

echoes of slavery”, Delia Grigore - “Dilema veche”, no. 141, 6 October 2006) 

 

“Ecourile de azi ale robiei”, “Present-day echoes of slavery” represents a continuous oscillation 

between past and present, trying to explain how five centuries of slavery of the Roma community have 

consequences even today in the collective mentality, generating a determined thinking and a profoundly 

discriminatory attitude towards the Roma community. This approach is a sociological one and it includes a 

series of reasons for which Roma identity needs a cultural identity reconsideration. For this purpose, the 

author of the article begins with a fundamental solution, meaning the “false” name given to the Roma: 

“gypsy”. Delia Grigore underlines the fact that the word “gypsy” does not exist in the Roma language and 

she mentions  that “the term  referring, at the date of its first attestation in the Byzantine Empire, to a group 

considered to be heretical by the official Orthodox system, comes from middle Greek, from  athinganos or 

athinganoy,  the meaning being that of  «pagan», «not to be touched» or  «impure»”. Even from the first 

attestation in Wallachia and Moldavia in the 14th century (as mentioned in monastery documents), the term 

“agypsy”, which became, further on “gypsy”, designated “the enslaved social status, and not the ethnic 

group”. Thus, the two initial meanings for the word “gypsy” had to do with “heresy” and “social status”. 

In this context, the author of the article explains why the word designating nowadays an ethnic group is 

loaded with pejorative meanings, easily noticed in many everyday interactions when speaking about the 

Roma. More than that, Delia Grigore insists on mentioning that in the Roma language there is no such word 

as “gypsy”. Thus, this analysis connected with the echoes of Roma slavery in contemporaneity, begins with 

the etymological and linguistic levels. 

Further on, the author of this article delivers a range of social statuses of the Roma, without 

exaggerating them in any sense and without necessarily victimizing the Roma. An element which lends 

credibility to this speech is the memory of the Roma deportation to Transnistria during World War II, an 

aspect which contributed to a certain “internalization of the stigma” by the Roma community. 
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An advocate of the idea that “identity is a social construct”, Delia Grigore pleads for the Roma 

community’s imperative need to correctly define itself in terms of identity, not through what she calls “the 

rejection of the ethnic self”, but through “restoring the ethnic dignity” and also through “releasing from 

the alterity of the phantasms about the Roma community and thorough knowledge of Roma history and 

culture”. The context of the publication of  this article in the “Dilema veche” magazine, just a few months 

before Romania joined the EU, is also important.  As a consequence, publishing this speech can be 

considered a kind of pressure element, regarding the need of changing the attitude towards the Roma, taking 

into consideration that their discrimination, and implicitly, the need for their social integration, were 

mentioned among the objectives to be achieved before Romania became a EU member. 

 

“Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigani”, Marina Dumitrescu - “Dilema veche”,  nr. 127, iunie 2006 

(“Boundaries: gypsy features without gypsies”, Marina Dumitrescu - “Dilema veche”,  no. 127, June 

2006) 

 

The article “Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigan” / “Boundaries: gypsy features without gypsies” brings 

under debate the experience of integrating the Roma community in a totally different space and civilisation, 

compared to that which they belonged to, by giving up the negative vocabulary used when speaking about 

the Roma, by revising the semantic area of the word “Roma”, and by reconsidering “the metaphoric 

expression of an ensemble of behaviour mistakes”. Certainly, in the process of assimilating this article, the 

social and cultural framework where the readers work and live is very important. This happens because a 

solid cultural background helps them better understand this pleading for normality by the Roma in a society 

in transition, where the Roma are still at the outskirts. However, this text resonates only if it is received 

under proper circumstances. According to Sebeok’s opinion, “a text has a meaning only if the receiver 

knows the code/codes on the basis of which it was built and only if the text sends to, comes in and determines 

a specific framework. The context is the ambience - physical, psychological and social circumstances – 

when it is used, it becomes a text” (Sebeok, 2002: 24-25). The author of the article suggests giving up the 

negative stereotypes aimed at the Roma which are, moreover, politically incorrect, such as, for example 

“you speak dirty/ you are dirty like a  gypsy”, “only gypsies do that”, “I’ll give  you to the gypsies if you 

do not behave yourself”. 

Drawing a parallel between lexical aspects in Romanian, French and English, the author makes a 

slight digression from the discrimination problem, obviously to show that, unlike the lexical families of the 

word “gypsy” from other languages, the lexical family in Romanian is by far richer but, at the same time, 

unfair. “Delimitări: ţigănie fără ţigan” underlines the importance of the series of negative connotations, the 

adversity labels and deprecatory attitude which seem to expand like a scourge. 

 

“Ţigani sau romi?”, Mălina Voicu - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“Gypsies or Roma?”, Mălina 

Voicu - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

“The idea of changing the name is included in a larger approach of reconsidering ethnic identity 

and integration in society, not through assimilation, but through the acceptance of differences” represents 

the central subject of the article, simply entitled, “Ţigani sau romi?”,  “Gypsies or Roma?”. The article 

supports the idea according to which between identity definition and society there is a relationship of 

cultural and social dependence. It comes from the public speech, the media speech, but mostly from the 

manner of address: the ethonym “gypsy” or the authonym “Roma”? However, the author of the article 
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demonstrates that “the name change does not change identity” and that the emergence of the new 

hierarchical power relationships between the Roma and the majority of the population is not exclusively 

connected with the name of the ethnic group. The present article intends to annul the eternal correlation 

between gypsies or Roma and an “underprivileged ethnic group with fewer resources”. 

Mălina Voicu advances the theory according to which “identity is constructed and assumed”, as 

she intends, through this idea, for the Roma community to face a proper value in terms of identity, which 

involves conservation, preservation of cultural differences, traditions and life style, at the expense of 

acculturation and uniformization. 

The article entitled “Gypsies or Roma” does not encourage some identity simulacra, but it generates 

the fundamental premises from which one should start the reconsideration of the Roma community identity. 

This article successfully meets one of the questions in the present research, by mentioning that “it is best to 

leave them to define themselves  (ed.- the Roma)”,  but also “it is their right to identify themselves the way 

they want”. The author of the article passes over the consecrated social practices and dominant conventions 

regarding minorities and she recommends that both Roma and society reconsider the Roma community 

image, by acknowledging a freely assumed and legitimated identity. 

 

“Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, Toma Roman Jr. - “Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“Roma 

intellectuals and leaving the ethnic group”, Toma Roman Jr. - “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

Despite the versatile interpretations issued in a kaleidoscopic society, still in the middle of the 

democratization process, these materials militate mostly for the elimination of prejudices and negative 

thinking. The article “Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, “Roma intellectuals and leaving the ethnic 

group” “sins” by issuing some general verdicts and, more than that, it ironically perpetuates some image 

clichés referring to the Roma community. Resuming the image problem of the Roma community, the author 

of the article, a former employee of the National Council for Fighting Discrimination, as the press article 

itself shows, casts the Roma community into ridicule, even if involuntarily: “his mother used to wear a 

pleated skirt”. Toma Roman Jr. does not ground the process of social reconsideration of the Roma 

community, but he blames the existent practices, actually not only on the Roma community, but also on the 

majority of the population, which means that he has left the ethnic group and culture.  

Though centred on the identity of the Roma community, the discourse in “Dilema veche” does not 

have the mental confirmation of the identities that it addresses. The article falls in the trap of subjectivity 

through the appeal of the author to personal and irrelevant experiences, and is full of inappropriate irony. 

From this point of view, it is interesting to mention that “To stage an identity, an event, a history, means to 

build the discourse you consider the most appropriate to the communication objective in question (as 

intention and as targeted reception).  As that discourse should interest, convince and gain adhesion” 

(Lochard, Boyer, 1998: 28). That does not seem to happen with the article entitled “Intelectualii romi şi 

ieşirea din etnie”, as it does not deconstruct the negative stereotypes which stigmatize the Roma 

community. On the contrary, the author assumes the role of “judge” of some diverted social practice. Thus, 

the Roma image is not a positive one, and their values are far from being presented fairly.  

In spite of all these aspects, the present article is the only one speaking not about the imperative of 

identity change but about the refusal of one’s own origin: “they left the ethnic group”, “none of them 

admitted to being Roma”. Moreover, it is the only material which presents the problem of positive 

discrimination of the Roma community, which, however, causes them trouble. It is timely to mention here 

what Druckman considers to be the manipulation by the clergy: “Emphasis framing effects do, however, 
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raise concerns about elite manipulation. The manipulation argument is based on a presumption that 

emphasis effectively works through a passive accessibility process” (Druckman, 2001). Nevertheless, in 

many situations, the clergy are sacred and democracy is based on citizens, not the clergy. In the case of this 

text, one can actually notice an intention of ideological manipulation of the majority, even if involuntarily. 

 

“Nu ştiam că ţiganii sunt oameni!”, interviu cu Michelle Kelso, consemnat de Roxana Călinescu - 

“Dilema veche”, nr. 127, iunie 2006 (“I did not know that gypsies were people!”, a Michelle Kelso 

interview taken by Roxana Călinescu – “Dilema veche”, no. 127, June 2006) 

 

In his work “Introducere în sistemul mass-media” (Introduction to the Mass-media System), Coman 

notices that, “promoting different behaviour patterns, the media provide a series of social roles and a 

symbolic vocabulary;  facing these messages, which answer to their  need  of models and reference, the 

public has the opportunity to choose or reject, modify or negotiate, debate or restore common roles and 

values. Through this action, the media prove to be both conservative and innovative, stabilizing and 

dynamizing, preserving traditional values and generating new values” (Coman, 2004: 95). Obviously, the 

article with the most impressive title among those selected for this case study (ed. -“Nu ştiam că ţiganii 

sunt oameni!”, “I did not know that gypsies were people!”) emphasizes the imperative of reconsidering the 

experiences of the Roma community, such as, for example, the phenomenon of their deportation to camps 

in Transnistria during World War II. The interview with Michelle Kelso, the author of the documentary 

“Dureri ascunse / Hidden sorrows”, pursuing the history of the Roma community deported to Transnistria, 

is quite serious, due to the subject, but also because Kelso made the majority he addressed aware and 

responsible. 

This article is perhaps the most emotional, something which derives from the direct and immediate 

contact of the interviewer with the Roma community: “The relatives of those deported people who wanted 

to see the film completed helped me a lot. Without their help I would not have been able to finish the 

documentary. At Târgovişte, a woman who was deported hid under the bed when she found out I wanted to 

speak to her”.  

Though it seems shocking, the title of the article is not a subversive one; on the contrary, its purpose 

is to restore the self-esteem of the Roma community. We are dealing with an attempt to find solutions to 

problems actually connected with the management of ethnic identity. Michelle Kelso suggests that the 

Roma community be treated as social and cultural subjects, taking into consideration the historical heritage, 

the social and political framework of the moment and the space and time coordinates. Emphasizing the 

problem, Kelso raises one of the most overwhelming problems, more exactly the lack of knowledge about 

the Roma community: “I did not know that gypsies were people!”.  

 

“Ţiganii, întruchiparea nomadismului nostru interior, interviu cu Gad Lerner, consemnat de 

Claudia Stănilă - “Dilema veche”, nr. 205, 20 ianuarie 2008 (“Gypsies, the embodiment of our inner 

nomadic nature”, a Gad Lerner interview recorded by Claudia Stănilă – “Dilema veche”, no. 205, 20 

January 2008) 

 

The main idea of the interview with Gad Lerner, a famous Italian journalist, is that of  “identity 

traffickers”, meaning that society, a deliberate system of thinking and a quite tense international framework, 

negotiated this identity construct of the Roma community and situated it, most of the times, at the centre of 

conflicts. Thus, the Italian journalist and writer thinks that “any abuse upon identity is not only fertile, but 
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also gives birth to monsters” and that Italy – the main debate framework – is not prepared to face such a 

delicate problem as that of the Roma community: “Italy is not a country for a cosmopolitan confrontation”. 

It is important to mention that the interview was taken shortly after a young Romanian citizen of Roma 

origin, Romulus Mailat, was sentenced to life imprisonment for killing an Italian woman in Rome. 

Therefore, we are dealing with the collision of two codes: cultural and identity ones. Gad Lerner speaks 

about “the prejudice against Roma citizens” mentioning the fact that he places this problem both in Italy 

and at an international level, thus awarding it more importance. 

Tributary to the principle that “human beings are and remain an essentially hybrid, mixed race”, 

the Italian journalist chooses a constructive approach to the Roma identity, in favour of the idea of 

pluralism, which is presented here, in accordance with the definition given by Giovanni Sartori in the work 

“What are we doing with the foreigners? Pluralism vs. Multiculturalism”: “pluralism affirms that diversity 

and difference are values that enrich both individuals and their political community” (Sartori, 2007: 17). 

Lerner extrapolates the Roma community problem at a political level and he mentions the former Romanian 

Prime Minister, Călin Popescu Tăriceanu, whose attitude towards the Roma seemed to him agreeable, if 

not salutary, in a world where difference represents a kind of modus vivendi: “I appreciated the refusal of 

Prime Minister Tăriceanu, who was a guest in one of my programmes, and did not want to make any 

difference between the Roma and the Romanians. When I asked him if he accepted the need for this 

difference, his answer was clear: «I do not accept this difference. All of them are Romanian citizens»”. In 

contrast, the journalist from the Peninsula situated “a manifesto of a right-wing Romanian party where the 

photo of the assassin from Tor di Quinto, Mailat, was published with the text «He is not Romanian, he is 

Roma »”. In other words, these are attitudes in extremis, which are admired or criticized by the publicist. 

Last but not least, Gad Lerner also brings the Roma community problem in the area of European 

institutions, more exactly of the European Union. The purpose of the interview is to deconstruct what the 

Italian journalist called “mathematical automatisms”, such as “Roma = criminal”, to annul or at least 

diminish xenophobic rhetoric, the fight against the “idea according to which there are «extra» people”. 

Conclusions 

This research consists in an analysis of the objective achieved from the position of symbolical 

forum by a cultural magazine whose target includes stakeholders, and so-called intellectuals or opinion 

makers: to reorganize traditional stereotypes referring to the representatives of the Roma community, as 

well as to change the focus from the deliberately negative opinion to a reconsidered identity, not by leaving 

the ethnicity, but by assuming its specificity and its legitimacy. 

The “Dilema veche” magazine does not practice a destructive communication of identity. On the 

contrary, the publication is more likely to contradict social expectations in order to reconsider the Roma 

community, on balance, at the level of the mentalities still stuck in their own expectations and intolerances. 

As shown in the materials analysed, discrimination and the social integration of the Roma 

community are central issues, as the Roma identity image does not represent a peripheral issue. Contributors 

apply to register the Roma community as an underprivileged social group, in a wider public sphere, more 

tolerant and closer to accepting alterity. The main objective of these press materials is that of creating 

bridges of dialogue, in order to diminish and blur societal barriers created through the segregation and 

exclusion of the Roma community. 

In the course of this analysis, I noticed one situation (“Intelectualii romi şi ieşirea din etnie”, by 

Toma Roman Jr., “Dilema veche”, June 2006) where between the perception of the clergy, as well as the 

sociological situation inventoried, the de facto meaning of the Roma community at the moment of European 
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integration, there is an important difference, therefore creating the impression that casting ridicule is a 

fundamental subject in present-day Romanian society: the inclusion of the Roma community and restoring 

the image of the Romanian population identity. 
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VOCALIZING TASTE: FOREIGN TRAVELLERS’ VOICES SHAPING 

THE ROMANIAN CULINARY IDENTITY 
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Abstract 

This paper analyses the way some foreign travellers in the Romanian Principalities in the seventeenth, 

eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries verbalized their food judgmental attitudes through open or indirect 

dialogues with their readers and/or their predecessors. Thus, their foregoers’ opinions on the food and 

culinary practices in Wallachia and Moldavia are often quoted, are contradicted or reiterated. The article 

also examines the way in which the Foucauldian power/knowledge relationship (reconsidered through the 

sociology of knowledge approach to discourse) materializes at the level of the travellers’ discourse in 

semantic dichotomies such as civilized vs. rudimentary, refined vs. barbaric, creating a multi-layered 

construct of the Romanian culinary identity.  

Keywords: Romanian culinary identity; foreign travellers’ voices; western vs. eastern perspectives.  

 

People’s irrepressible vocation as travellers has manifested since immemorial times; their restless 

migratory instinct led them to adventurous enterprises in search of something new, something better, and 

something else. At the same time, the act of taking possession of space with all its consequences required 

a strong recognition that took the form of visual discourses, meant to preserve the importance of the moment 

and to transform the ephemeral into eternity. Thus, drawing and writing registered the details of the 

journeys, functioning as a means of anamnesis.  

Moreover, by means of travel narratives, people also established an implicit dialogue with their 

fellows, transmitting them their fears, their enthusiasm or their uncertainty when confronted with a new, 

unfamiliar, or even threatening reality. Travel accounts played, in fact, the role of the safe bridge that 

maintained the contact with the stable, secure, well-known landmarks of the native land, offering the 

possibility of a virtual escape from strangeness and otherness.  

 As a vital resource of the human existence, food has always accompanied people in their 

journeys; at times, food often represented the goal of travel (for instance in some cases of migratory flows); 

sometimes, food was the effect of overseas voyages (such as the European adoption of coffee, chocolate, 

maize or potato brought from the New World). In all cases, the discovery of new resources of food was 

registered with enthusiasm and held an important place in the voyageurs’ accounts.  

 Besides, the lack of a wise and healthy planning of food resources as an indispensable means of 

survival has led to the failure of wars or voyages. Thus, many travel diaries of the captains during the Age 

of Discovery mention the devastating consequences of the scurvy (nowadays known to be caused by the 

lack of vitamin C in the diet) that frequently led to the death of the crew on long voyages. For instance, 

Jacques Cartier, a sixteenth-century French explorer, describes with wonder the miraculous powers of a 
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natural remedy (made from the bark and needles of white cedar tree) known by the natives, which cured 

symptoms of the fatal disease (swollen legs and rotten gums) which had strongly affected his people: “Eight 

Frenchmen had already died, and another fifty were close to death.”46 Therefore, food can act as a 

pharmakon, a poison or a cure, and most often, the traditional communities preserve best the knowledge 

about nutrition healing power.  

Moreover, from all the habits that a foreigner may encounter, those regarding food are usually very 

well remembered and vocalized in detail as they can be shocking (cannibalism), can cause disgust and 

repulsion (bug or rat eating for a Westerner) or fascination and delight (the Oriental ice creams brought by 

Marco Polo from China). On the other hand, the textures or the flavours of certain dishes eaten during a 

travel are so well remembered because taste, smell, and memories are tightly connected neurologically in 

the limbic system, namely that part of the brain that controls our emotions. 

Taking into account some foreign travellers’ writings on the Romanian Principalities in the 

seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, this paper analyzes the way they verbalized their food 

judgmental attitudes. The goal is to reveal that the polyphony of their voices helps to assess and reconstruct 

the Romanian culinary identity from new perspectives, creating a specific polyvalent and hybridized 

production of space and taste.  

An extremely interesting text from the point of view of the polyphony of voices is F.C. Belfour’s 

nineteenth-century English translation from Arabic of The Travels of Macarius, Patriarch of Antioch, 

written by his attendant and son, the archdeacon Paul of Aleppo, the Christian Arab traveller. Aleppo 

provided some of the most extensive accounts about the seventeenth-century Moldavia and Wallachia. As 

the translator confesses in the preface, there were “numerous errors of transcription which are found more 

or less in all manuscripts;”47 these errors could not be corrected as, despite his researches at Constantinople, 

Smyrna and Cairo, he had to use only a single copy, without the possibility of comparison. Besides, as 

Belfour mentions, the names of the places are “most of all in the Greek words, so defectively written in the 

Arabic Character, that some of them it has been impossible satisfactorily to decipher.”48 The reality 

presented to the nineteenth-century reader is, thus, at least triply distorted (depending on how many times 

the original manuscript was copied):  

R0 (the seventeenth-century reality in the Romanian Principalities) > R1 (Aleppo’s seventeenth-century 

reality in the original Arabic manuscript) > R2 (reality in the Arabic copies of the manuscript) > R3 

(nineteenth-century reality in Belfour’s English translation)  

Apart from these difficulties of transmission, communication is complicated even more by the 

abundance of details that the autor provided as regards the Orthodox Ecclesiastic rites, which the translator 

is not familiar with. In this regard, he acknowledges the help of “the Rev. H.D. Leeves, late of 

Constantinople,” 49 who had good knowledge of the Greek Language and of the ceremonial practices of the 

Greek Church.50 Consequently, this third-degree reality is rendered to the reader by the intertwined voices 

of the author, copyist(s) and translator (with the help of a Greek expert). 
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Yet, the polyphony of voices becomes even more complex as the author tries to elucidate the text 

in the paratext (footnotes and appendix) with notes from other writers (such as Dr. Neale, Wilkinson, 

Walsh, Sir Robert Ker Porter, Dr. King, Hobhouse, Thornton, Madden), “in order to explain the nature and 

Ceremonies of the Greek Church, mentioned in this book; to throw light upon some obscure passages in its 

narrative and historical details.”51 Therefore, the volume becomes a complex palimpsest in which the 

eastern perspective (Paul of Aleppo’s testimonies) enters a dialogue across time with the western 

viewpoints. However, the reality they comment upon is not exactly the same. R0 becomes R01 as the referent 

obviously changed over the two centuries that have elapsed.  

The western viewpoints are chosen by the translator to be complementary and to add more 

information. However, it is interesting to note how the differences in style and perception create a 

multivocal playful dialogue.  For instance, while Aleppo describes the abundance of vegetables and fruits 

in Moldavia (with moderation), his perspective is reinforced in the footnote by Dr. Neale’s enthusiastic 

voice. Adam Neale, a nineteenth-century British physician, uses adjectives belonging to a paradigm of 

cornucopia (‘inexhaustible,’ ‘delicious,’ ‘excellent,’ ‘abundant’). Moreover, Neale himself quotes another 

voice, a classical one, as if to legitimate and to give more power to his discourse—a common habit in travel 

narratives. Thus, talking about how the Moldavians used to ice the wine (in order to render it more 

liquorous), Neale mentions that Ovid also referred to this technique: “After this process, to which Ovid has 

made an allusion, the wine equals that of Hungary in strength and flavour.”52 Consequently, the notes 

echoing the aspects described by the text become more than a mere paratext; they are, in fact, intertextual 

references which configure an intricate construct made up of several layers of information. 

The polyphony of voices belonging to different writers is central for the theory of geocriticism; 

according to Bertrand Westphal, “the writer is always preceded by those who have fixed the referent, who 

are sometimes themselves writers.”53 The dialogues across time and space enrich the knowledge about a 

certain space, offering significant complementary details. Bertrand Westphal notices that the imagological 

studies do not pay attention to the referent concentrating “exclusively on the way that the writer transcribes 

the realeme”, while “geocritical analysis involves the confrontation of several optics that correct, nourish, 

and mutually enrich each other.”54 Thus, the travellers’ multivocal discourses configure a topography of 

taste, connecting it to a certain space. 

In this regard, another footnote in the text by Aleppo quotes again Dr. Neale’s Travels; in order to 

support his perception of Moldavia as a terra mirabilis, Neale offers quotations from other travellers:  

Travellers have been unanimous in extolling the beauties of this region. Baron de Tott compares 

Moldavia to Burgundy, the finest province in France. Carra says, “I have visited almost every 

country in Europe, and have seen none, where the distribution of the plains, hills, and mountains is 

so admirable both for agriculture and picturesque effect as in Moldavia and Wallachia.55  
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This quotation within quotation complicates even more the multi-layered, multivocal and 

multifocal structure of the text. Like in a postmodern texture, the reality becomes even more evanescent, 

being reconstructed  from a plurality of tiny overlapped and superposed fragments. The sequence of 

‘narrative’ voices shifts forward and backward, in a halucinatory interplay of perspectives (like flashes of 

analepsis and prolepsis), from the seventeenth-century (Aleppo) to the nineteenth-century (Neale and his 

contemporaries), and to the first- century (Ovid). All these views are embedded in the frame of the 

nineteenth-century translator (and read—as if in Eco’s style—by a tewenty-first-century reader). 

Consequently, these intertwining voices in time (different centuries) and space (western vs. eastern), create 

the effect of a mythical reality, of the Romanian land as a terra mirabilis, in which things are immutable, 

with unchanged tastes and flavors.  

 Foreign travellers frequently appreciate certain markers configuring the terra mirabilis, such as the 

abundance and the quality of grains, milk and honey, vegetables and fruits. For instance, Aleppo’s 

seventeenth-century delighted and synesthetic comment upon an apple (“This day was presented to us a 

large apple, beautiful in smell, colour, and in taste, which they call Vasiliko (that is, Royal), and preserve 

in their cellars in straw.”56) is reinforced in the Annex by the nineteenth-century quotation from Thomas 

Thornton’s Ottoman Empire: “The fruit-trees which are the most common in Moldavia and Wallachia are 

the apple, one of which appears natural to the climate; it bears, without culture, a fruit called domniasca, 

which is perhaps the finest in Europe, both for size, odour, and flavour…”57 Vasiliko (Basileus) connotate 

the Greek king, but the concept should be understood in its spiritual, sacerdotal sense. Besides, domniasca 

is derived from domn, which can send both to the name of the Romanian princes, but also to God and the 

Son of God. Thus, the name of this apple designates its superior qualities (worthy of a king), but also sends 

to the paradisiacal tree of knowledge.  

By means of intertextuality, the translator skillfully explains in the paratext the term Vasiliko, 

without making his voice heard in a direct definition, but choosing another voice (of someone who actually 

was acquainted with those realities), which renders his discourse more legitimate and reliable. The 

travellers’ voices in the Annex and footnote function like a Greek chorus, offering comments and 

supplementary information to the audience, in this case to the reader. In this case the paratext connects 

different spatial and temporal layers, in a palimpsest structure with illocutionary effects. 

 Some foreign travellers also dialogue directly with the reader, using techniques meant for capatatio 

benevolentiae. For example, Paul of Aleppo uses direct address: “And here, Reader, you might see;”58 

“Observe, that in the middle of this month, Adar, they plant the peach-tree, and such like.”59 The open 

dialogue with the readers is meant to focus their attention on certain aspects and to maintain their interest. 

Moreover, writing functions as a kind of safety net; this narrative technique reconciles an unfamiliar reality 

with the well-known things left back home.  

The person deixis reveals, in fact, the opposition between the two worlds. Thus, they, their, theirs 

vs. we, our, ours—which indicate the locutionary position—mark the gap which separates the foreign 

traveller from the Other; Aleppo refers to an unknown item using known terms:  “to which we give the 
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name...,”60  “they call them, in their language…”61 Not only Aleppo frequently uses the person deixis, but 

also other voyageurs, such as Baron of Campenhausen at the end of the eighteenth century:   

The daily food of the peasants in Moldavia and Bessarabia, consists of a dish made of meal mixed 

with butter, fat or milk, which is called Mamaliga. (…) They have a kind of vegetable soup, which 

is called poreryack. The bread which the peasants and Tatars eat is made of barley, which, in 

Moldovian, is called kyta, and, in the language of the Tatars, arpaetmeck. (…) Their usual drink is 

a mixture of millet-meal and water, which is left for some time to ferment till acidulated and called 

braga.”62 

 

These examples also show that, when confronted with an unfamiliar reality, with strange food with 

unknown tastes and flavours, foreign travellers try to explain better the parameters of the new space to the 

reader by offering common linguistic coordinates.  

Besides their communication with the reader, foreign travellers often establish a dialogue across 

time with their predecessors. Therefore, their foregoers’ opinions on the food and culinary practices in the 

Romanian Principalities are sometimes quoted or plagiarized, are contradicted or reiterated. As Michel de 

Certeau notices: the stories “traverse and organize places; they select and link them together.”63 Each 

traveller creates, thus, a spatial organization within his writing, with focus on the things that resonate with 

his own sensibility or view upon the world. Accounts of the same reality differ greatly in tone. 

The serene perspective of Allepo is, for example, contradicted by that of William Hunter—an 

eighteenth-century British traveller—who strongly vocalizes his disgust as regards the food and the culinary 

practices encountered in the Romanian principalities. He frequently complains about food and beverages: 

“The water we get there, as well as wine (which is distillation from wormwood) is excessively bad.”64 He 

even states that “we have been so accustomed to bad fare, that we are not difficult to please”,65 in order to 

emphasize the fact that he accepted to eat things of a quality he would have never accepted in London. 

However, he acknowledges—like most of the travellers—the  fertility of the territories: “The provisions, 

which the country affords, though in no great variety, are abundant and cheap.”66 As common to earlier 

geographic texts, Hunter describes the country’s geography and resources in a favourable manner: 

“Moldavia is, on the whole, a fertile country, diversified with hill and valley, well watered with rivers, and 

produces grain and wine, and an abundance of honey and wax.”67  Yet, the paradigm of cornucupia 

constantly enters in opposition with the paradigm of barbarism, which regards the culinary practices 

encountered.  
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  For instance, Hunter disgustedly comments upon the dinner with the new Greek governor of Galatz, 

using negative adjectives such as ‘dirty,’ ‘filthy,’ ‘slovenly,’ ‘disgusting,’68 which connotate the lack of 

hygiene and of proper entertainment. He regards contemptuosly the Oriental habit of eating with fingers: 

“The Greeks, like the Turks, (…) when they help any body, put their hands into the dish, and tear off a 

piece with their fingers.”69 The biased judgements are based on a strict pattern of sterotypes enrooted in his 

mental pattern, as he keeps making strict delimitations between his nation and the others, always supporting 

the former’s superiority. 

 Thus, after discussing on numerous pages the characteristics of the Frenchmen vs Englishmen, 

Hunter’s conclusion is that “the advantages lie on our side.”70 His eulogistic tone culminates in a kind of 

laudatio:  

With regard to the genuine intrinsic comforts of existence, I think they are neither practised, nor 

understood, in any country but our own. (…) In cleanliness, articles of elegant convenience or real 

utility, we certainly surpass every country on earth. (…) The accommodations on our roads for 

travellers are likewise, beyond all comparison, superior to those which are to be met with 

elsewhere.71  

 

The foreign traveller places himself at the centre of the discourse, in a position of definite 

superiority. His gaze is similar to that of the typical colonizer. In this regard, Bertrand Westphal mentions 

that “sometimes the voyeuristic gaze lingers on the spectacle of otherness, to gauge or to judge unworthy, 

and thus to claim a pretext for legitimating speech destined to reduce the Other to the Same.”72 His biased 

view is then reflected at the level of the discourse in clear semantic dichotomies such as civilized vs. 

rudimentary, refined vs. barbaric. 

These dichotomies reflect, in fact, the way the Foucauldian power/knowledge relationship73 

materializes at the level of the travellers’ discourses. According to the sociology of knowledge approach to 

discourse (SKAD), these dichotomies can be examined as “performative statement practices which 

constitute reality orders and also produce power effects”74 The speaker assumes, thus, the empowered 

position of the well-informed actor (due to the knowledge gathered during his travels), who can make 

absolute statements, marked by phrases such as ‘certainly,’ ‘beyond all comparison.’  

The voice of a foreign traveller can have a strong impact on his readers, at the cultural and social 

level, by imposing and/or reiterating certain stereotypes. As Tim Young notices, by means of travel writing 

“the construction of our sense of ‘me’ and ‘you,’ ‘us’ and ‘them,’ operates on individual and national levels 

and in the realms of psychology, society and economics.”75 Travel writers’ statements often played a major 

role in perpetuating the western vs. eastern dichotomies, i.e. civilized vs. rudimentary, refined vs. barbaric. 
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These dichotomies were used in drawing borders between their superior centre and the others’ inferior 

periphery.  

Many travellers’ accounts about the Romanian Principalities and the neighbouring countries 

contain such stereotyping statements. According to Adam Neale, “The houses of the native Poles are 

equally dirty, and generally much smaller than those of the Jews, and their habits are still more filthy. (…) 

They eat few vegetables, and their diet consists of every putrescent animal food, with bad bread, diluted 

copiously with spirituous liquors.”76 In Henry Blount’s account, “The Turkish way appeare absolutely 

barbarous, as we are given to understand, or rather another kind of civility, different from ours, but no lesse 

pretending.”77 The foreign travellers’ discourses and judgments are usually catalyzed by their social and 

cultural backgrounds.  

Adam Neale, the author of the first quotation, was a nineteenth-century physician, whose profession 

makes him very attentive and categorical to every aspect of cleanliness—or lack of it—which can endanger 

the health. Henry Blount was a seventeenth-century British traveller, who tries to provide a geographical 

explanation (which indeed has some solid grounds) for the differences between the north-western and 

south-eastern peoples. Conforming to the well-known Renaissance theory of climates and temperaments, 

Blount declares: “the customes of men are much swayed by their naturall dispositions, which are originally 

inspired and composed by the Climate whose aire, and influence they receive, it seems naturall, that to our 

North-west parts of the World, no people should bee more averse, and strange of behaviour, then those of 

the South-East.”78 The climate variances specific to different geographical areas are used as a background 

for creating a spatialization of knowledge and power; even if the author accepts that people are diverse by 

nature, he cannot help from making biased judgements. 

Another example revealing civilized vs. rudimentary, refined vs. barbaric dichotomies, albeit 

indirectly, can be found in the accounts of Michael J. Quin, a nineteenth-century British traveller.  When 

Quin is accommodated at a hotel in Orsova, he is amused when the warm water for shaving is brought to 

him in a dinner-plate:  

The waiter brought it to me in a dinner-plate! I could not help laughing at this extraordinary novelty, 

and he then brought me the kettle. I compromised the matter at last for a tumbler, which was rather 

an improvment on the steamboat, where I never could succeed in getting hot water except in a 

teapot!79   

 

However, in comparison with William Hunter’s blatantly stated disgust, Quin’s reaction is one of 

hilarity. At the same time, Quin also takes the opportunity to emphasize with superiority the state of 

barbarism of these lands, reflected in the table manners, as well as in differences of civilization frameworks. 

Thus, he tells an anecdote about an old lady of the local Hungarian nobility who, having received a present 

of porcelain from England including various plates, dishes, and a bidet, without having seen the latter 

before, used it at a luxurious dinner to serve up the roasted pig.80 The gap between different cultural 
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practices can lead, therefore, to important misunderstandings and create different reactions for the parties 

involved: embarrassment vs. hilarity.  

A reverse case regards a British traveller who, unaccustomed to the hand washing ritual in 

Wallachia, mistakes the soap for the butter and tries to cut it with the knife. Charles B. Elliott describes an 

amusing situation:  

Before we sat down, our host brought us a metal ewer with a long narrow top and a tin basin, having 

a flat surface pierced like a cullender and surmounted by a raised circle on which was placed a piece 

of soap. We had just asked for butter, and this apparatus so little resembled what we are accustomed 

to use for the purpose of washing, that we proceeded to cut the soap with a knife, intending to help 

ourselves to some butter. It would have been rude to smile at a foreigner’s blunder; so the only 

resource of our benevolent friend was to drench our arms with the water intended for our hands, 

and to make escape while we bewailed this specimen of what we supposed to be Wallachian 

politeness.81 

 

In this case, the foreign traveller becomes himself the object of the judgement. As Betrand Westphal 

notices, “alterity ceases to be the preserve of a gazing culture, because the latter is itself subject to the gaze 

of others.”82 In fact, watching the other and talking about otherness function as a double mirror, which also 

reflects characteristics of the speaker’s identity.   

Taking into account the geocritical approach, the polyphony of voices contributes to a better 

understanding of a certain space. Therefore, the specificity of certain food categories and practices 

vocalized by foreign travellers belonging to different social and cultural backgrounds helps to the 

representation of a multi-layered construct of the Romanian culinary identity, woven by the multitude of 

contradictory or complementary voices. The encounter with the Other’s world is marked at the level of the 

discourse by the interplay of person deixis (we, our, ours vs. they, their, theirs) corresponding in fact to the 

western vs. eastern dichotomies, i.e. centre vs. periphery, civilized vs. rudimentary, refined vs. barbaric.  

These dichotomies polarize the production of this space made up of contrasting aspects, which 

circumscribes a hybridized topography of taste combining Oriental and Occidental notes. 
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