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CULTURAL CONSTRUCTIONS OF SPACE, POWER, IDEOLOGY: 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Eduard Vlad, Adina Ciugureanu 

 

The current volume displays, like the overarching concept of identity featuring prominently in 

some of the following articles, constructedness, continuity, change. Like identity, what follows 

does not consist of proud expressions of stable truths and their accompanying statements. 

Regarding identity and the humanities and the social sciences, which meet and peacefully 

coexist here, almost everything in the world we inhabit is culturally constructed (with such 

notable exceptions as gravity).  

The volume shows continuity in that it illustrates the consistent effort of collaborative 

research with the Association for Inter-Cultural Development (ADI) and within the framework 

of the Research Center of Cross-Cultural Studies, founded at Ovidius University in 2005 and 

The initial University Senate resolution to that effect enabled the subsequent accreditation, the 

same year, of the Center as a Type B research unit by the National Council for Research in 

Higher Education. The initial research team included doctoral supervisors and their colleagues 

serving on doctoral advisory boards, as well as some of the doctoral students themselves.  

The core of that initial research team remains, with some of the initial doctoral students 

still continuing their collaboration as colleagues, while others left and others joined the group. 

The success of the team’s work is to be seen in a number of individual and group publications 

(articles and volumes), as well as in the organization of a number of notable academic events, 

among which a series of conferences of the Romanian Association for American Studies 

(RAAS) and of the European Association for American Studies (EAAS). Selected papers of 

these events, some of them authored by members of the research center, were included in 

volumes printed by prestigious publishing houses, some of the most recent editorial 

achievements beingIdeology, Identity, and the US: Crossroads, Freeways, Collisions, 

published byPeter Lang in 2019 (edited by Eduard Vlad, Adina Ciugureanu, Nicoleta Stanca), 

as well as National and Transnational Challenges to the American Imaginary, also published 

by Peter Lang in 2018 (edited by Adina Ciugureanu, Eduard Vlad, Nicoleta Stanca). In addition 

to these recent publications, there had been a succession of international conferences and their 

attending volumes which complete the overall picture of a long and fruitful cooperation since 

the center’s beginning (conferences in 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012, 2014, 2016 and their respective 

published proceedings). 

The research team is here to stay, in one way. In a couple of words, this is continuity 

and consistency. In another way, it has to cope with, and to promote, change. The research 

center is to adapt its cooperation procedures to the challenges posed by contemporary standards 
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and requirements. Thus, before the cooperation for the publication of this volume, the research 

center followed a pattern usually employed by most academics in the field of the Humanities: 

doctoral supervisors wrote their own individual articles and volumes, while the doctoral 

students went on to publish their own work on an individual basis. The interaction consisted in 

the supervisors and the members of the advisory boards fulfilling their basic duties: giving 

advice, suggesting paths and bibliographies, arguing about the directions the doctoral students 

were following, correcting, when necessary, the students’ writing in progress. Judging by what 

has been going on in other fields for a long time now, that was an incomplete way of scholarly 

interaction. Since the responsibility for a doctoral student’s work is partially assumed by the 

supervisor as well, working and publishing together is a productive way of encouraging 

interaction and cooperation. What is more, the assessment of a doctoral school’s achievements 

by current standards requires proof of supervisor – doctoral student cooperation by the number 

of the articles co-authored by the two parties of the PhD game, so to speak. As a recognition 

of this important requirement, this volume includes both articles with individual authorship of 

current and former doctoral students and articles co-authored by PhD students and their 

supervisors.  

Therefore, like identity of all kinds in its general outlines, this volume shows dynamic 

change in the various ways in which the members of the Center interacted and collaborated 

across the years, in relation to various challenges, interests and academic requirements and 

standards. Identity defines itself socially, largely through the territorialization of specific 

places, constructed places, time and culture. Some of the articles below, as it will be seen, both 

individually authored and co-authored, deal with such aspects in both theoretical and applied 

manner. Thus, space, time and place in relation to identity, within the larger contexts of power 

and ideology, will be dealt with in a succession of articles. 

In “Real and Heterotopic Space with Joseph Conrad,”Adina Ciugureanu and Andrei 

DimitrieBorcan undertake to examine the fuzzy boundaries between real, fictional and 

heterotopic spaces and their relationship to what they define as hyperobjects and liminality, as 

well as wilderness, in a number of Joseph Conrad fictional texts. Bringing together ecocritical 

approaches and Foucault’s theory on space, the authors examine the ship as linked to both real 

and heterotopic space, while liminality is given memorable illustration by the shore, mediating 

the wilderness of the sea and the culturally constructed terra firma. 

“‘Metamanifest Places’ at the Crossroads of Literature and Activism with the Beat 

Generation” by AndreeaCosma, as the title shows, links the concepts of manifest places and 

metamanifest places to the identification and illustration of distinct cases of activism in relation 

to the city spaces and places in Beat texts of the first postwar decades in America. The author 

traces and follows these texts’ literary cartographies, engaging in an analysis of the works of 

the Beat Generation, in the more general context of real historical events. Like the previous 

article by Ciugureanu and Borcan, this text explores the potentialities of spatiality and literary 

cartography in the activation of artistic identity in specific texts anchored in specific time, 
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space, and place, a characterist direction in the recent research carried out by Adina 

Ciugureanu, the doctoral supervisor of both Borcan and Cosma. 

Mihaela EpifanVasile’s“Reassertion of Identity in Native American Women’s 

Autobiographies” focuses on identity issues in three major American authors: Leslie Marmon 

Silko, Louise Erdrich and Linda Hogan. These authors construct, through their autobiographic 

narratives, selves evincing a bewildering variety of voices, stressing the close links between 

Native Americans and the surrounding natural world, as well as the cultural heritage to be 

passed on from one generation to the next. These links and the call of the past are necessary 

identity requisites in an age in which alienation and powerlessness are all but 

overwhelming.These remarkable Native American women writers artistically articulate in their 

works ways of coping with trauma from the more or less remote past. Rather than faithfully 

recovering an authentic identity, an illusory attempt, doomed to failure, they construct and 

artistically reconstruct an identity that illustrates the inner struggle most Native Americans of 

mixed heritage face. 

Rajaa Hamid Salih’s article, “Racism, History, and the Relevance of CDA Approaches 

to the Discourse of Migration,” co-authored by Eduard Vlad, sets out to stress what its title 

claims,  the importance of more socially and politically committed forms of Discourse Analysis 

which have been promoted over the last few decades by such authors as Norman Fairclough, 

Ruth Wodak and Teun Van Dijk. Since such discourses as racism are obviously tainted by 

power and ideology issues, the author of the article undertakes to sketch a framework 

accommodating both the historical and theoretical coordinates of this form of critical inquiry.  

Dana Ianole and Eduard Vlad’s “Power Relations: The Dialog between Literary and 

Cultural  Studies as Interpretative Framework” sets itself the task of assessing the usefulness 

of a common interpretive pattern of dealing with cultural products that accommodates literary 

and cultural studies lines of approach in which the dynamics of power relations is a defining 

characteristic dimension. As far as literary texts go, should fictional works be examined in line 

with the socio-cultural codes regulating the power games between various characters or settings 

or should literary texts be appreciated merely as creations linked to pure aesthetic bliss?It has 

become increasingly obvious for critics and readers alike that works of fiction, more often than 

not, express and resist to world views, as well as engage with social or ethical dilemmas. Such 

main issues as violence, abuse, trauma, identity trouble, war, political games or gender 

inequality that contemporary novels testify to the fact that power plays a defining part in the 

configuration of the social fabric of a community, the article is bound to assert. 

In “The Beat Culture and the Reconfiguration of Space in Howl, On the Road, Naked 

Lunch and Holy Barbarians,” Bianca-Roxana Moise (Neacșu) and Adina Ciugureanu examine 

ways in which space is a defining feature of identity within the large configurations ruled by 

culture and power constraints and how resistance to such forces is illustrated in Lawrence 

Lipton’s, Allen Ginsberg’s, Jack Kerouac’sand William Burroughs’s Beat texts. Can one speak 

of a Beat reconfiguration of space, as the title suggests? A good example is Lawrence Lipton's 

Holy Barbarians, whichcreatively represents Venice, Los Angeles, as a spatial dimension 
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which gives power to the rebellious and to the nonconformists. Whether it is Allen Ginsberg's 

HowlorJack Kerouac's On the Road, with William Burroughs' Naked Lunch as another telling 

illustration, space is reconfigured as a creative tool, promptingthe abolition of constraints and 

of control. When it comes to the specific case of urban environments, space is dramatically 

refashioned,witnessing epic journeys thatcelebrate spiritual and artisticemancipation. 

Eduard Vlad and RashaDheyab define their aims from the very beginning, the title of 

their article clearly stating them: “Critical Language and Cultural Studies Approaches to the 

Development of a Framework to Deal with Racism and Migration in the Public Space Today.” 

It is part of a common doctoral project in which one party comes from literary studies toward 

cultural studies and critical discourse analysis and the other party, after an MA in Applied 

Linguistics in which Discourse Analysis was mainly context-free, particularly free from the 

impact of power and ideology, is moving toward a more critically-engaged approach to culture. 

The article, as part of the overall doctoral research aims at the denaturalization of the language 

about migration as it appears in the public space, especially in a number of British tabloids. 

The focus is on aspects of racism in western countries, where there is a large majority of white 

people and on issues related to patterns of access to the public and issues of inequality, racism 

and discrimination. The role of the media in the reproduction of racism in relation to the 

structural and ideological organization of certain section of the mass media as a distinct type 

of group power is the main focus of the article in particular, of the overall project as a whole. 

The figures from the title (and from the article) authored by Florian Andrei Vlad -  

“Authority and Alterity Figures, Power Rearrangements and Reconfigurations: Cultural 

Studies versus Postmodernism” – are, given the limited scope of a short text, a selective account 

of some of the important theorists that animated the critical debates heralding the emergence 

of significant developments defining cultural studies and postmodern thinking in the 1960s and 

1970s. The article undertakes to make sense of the plurality of positions,connections, filiations, 

that are to clarify key moments in the parallel, often interlinked narratives of these two areas 

and approaches of theoretical inquiry. It naturally follows that an account of the discursive 

practices of the two sometimes close, sometimes diverging modes of cultural examination 

conjures up authority figures that blazed the trail and came to have an impact on the paths 

followed bythe two theoretical projects. 

The final contribution to the volume is Ayad A. Abood’s review of Florian Andrei 

Vlad’s  recent publication of an earlier doctoral project, New Flesh, Old Demons: Contagion 

Narratives in Post-Cold War U.S. Culture (Bucuresti: EdituraUniversitara, 2019). The 

reviewer examines the ways in which the author deals with the visual and narrative 

constructions of pestilential bodies in post-Cold War American fiction, films and television, 

acknowledging the pervasive influence of the Gothic tradition on significant American cultural 

developments today. 

 


